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THE  AUTHOR’S  CAPTIVIT-Y,  ■' 
AND,  MERCIFUL  DELIVERANCE.' 


BY  GEORGE  TAYLOR.' 
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Illuflrated  with  a View  of  the  bridge  of  vvexford,  and  the 
Maflacre  which  took  place  thereon,  June  2oth,  1 798. 

OGod,  the  heathen  are  come  into  thine  inheritance  • thy  holy  temple 
have  they  defiled,  and  made  Jerufalem  an  heap  of  Hones. 

The  dead  bodies  of  thy  fervants  have  they  given  to  be  meat  unto  the 
fowls  of  the  air,  and  the  flefldof  thy  faints  unto  the  hearts  of  the  land. 

Their  blood  have  they  Axed  like  water  on  every  fide  of  Jerufalem;  and 
there  was  no  man  to  bury  them.  Pfalm  37.'ver.  i,  a,  3, 
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D ED  I C JT-ION. 


/ TO  THE  ‘ 

f. 

RIGHT.  HONORABLE.  GEQR'GE  OGLE, 

MEMBER  QE  BARLUMENT, 

/ 

FOR  THE  CITY  OF  DUBLIN, 

ONE  OF  HIS  majesty’s  MOST  HONpRABLE  PRIVY  COUNCIL, 

^ * I 

AND  COLONEL  OF  THAT  TRULY  PATRIOTIC 

'corps  of  yeomen, 

OG  L E's  LOT  A L BLU'ES. 

Sir, 

FULLY  convinced  of  the  father- 
ly care  with  which  you  have  watched  over 

' ^ f * y 

and  fiipported  our  happy  Conftitution  ia 
Church  and  State,  with  the  rnoft  profound 
refpedl,  I prcfuine  to  dedicate  to  you  the  fol- 
lowing Sheets.  ' . 


The  obligations  your  Country  is  under  to 

you.  Sir,,  are  better  felt  than  defcribed.  In 

! 

the  lield  and  in  the  Senate,  you  have  repeat- 
edly proved'  yourfelf  her  fteady  friend,  which 
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i^ould  be  recorded,  that  the  children  yet 
unborn  may  revere  your  name.  May  the  fame 
hne  of  condua  guide  all  your  May 

your,  indefatigable  labours  be  crowned  with 

fnccefsjand  may  that  glorious  Being,  who 

feigneth  over  all,  in  due  time  tranflate  you 

from  this  world  of  woe,  to  thofe  blifsfu! 

regions,  where  the  inhabitants  enjoy  everka- 
ing  delight ! ' 

So  prays, 

, your  moft  humble, 

and  niort  obedient  Servant, 

■ Ballywalter,  ■ , GEORGE  TAYLOR. 

Augufl  I ft,  1800.  / 
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PREFACE. 


Having  had  various  opportunities  of 
knowing  the  procefs  of  the  Rebellion  in  the 
County  of  Wexford;  being  alfo  for  fome  weeks 
a Prifoner  among  the  Rebels,  arwJ  fcveral  times 

during  that  period  upori  the  verge  of  death ; 

> 

many  of  my  friends  requeued,  I would  draw- 
up  a Hiftory  of  faiJ  Rebellion,  as  far  as  I knew. 
This  I declined  for  various  reafqns,  but  chiefly 
account  of  my  want  of  Talents  for  fuch  an 
unortaklng.  THe  repeated'  folicitations  of 
my  t^nds,  and  the  affurance  that  a fpurious 
Narrate  of  the  Rebellion  was  to  come  out  in 
my  at  lehgth  prevailed  upon  me,  to. 
matc'  ny  appearance  in  this  public  manner. 

In 


VI 


PREFACE. 


In  this  undertaking,  I have  been  much  alTifl:- 

ed  by  fome  intelligent  Perfons,  who  had  much 

information  on  the  fubjedl. ' Whaf  I have 

here  related,  may  be  depended  upon  as 

/ 

matters  of  Fadl — For  I would  not  for  any 
CQnfideratiqn,  knowingly  advance  an  untruth, 
to  extenuate  the  guilt,  or  aggravate  the  crime 
of  friend  or  foe, 

Notvvithftanding  what  I have  faid,  I doubt 
Xiot  but  feveral  things  related  in  the  following 
Narrative,  may,  to  fome  Readers,  appear  not 
only  exiraorahiarjy  but  hicre^ible ; yet,  they 
are  not  more  extraordinary  than  true  ; which 
1 can  with  fafety  aver  ; as  many  of  them  came 
within  my  qvvn  knowledge,  the  reft  I receipt! 
from  gentlemen  of  the  ftVidleft  veracity, /ho 
will  prove  them. if  required — and  I willAdd, 
that  I have  been  fo  far  from  inventing  biries, 
that  had  I related  all  the  cifcuiraftanci  to 
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which  1 myfelfwas  wimefs,  they  would  fwell 
the  Hiftory  much  beyond  its  intended  fize. 

I now  with  all  humility  fend  it  forth  into  the 
world,  hoping  it  may  tend  to  thew,  how  much 
we  are  indebted  to  God,  and  how  thankful  we 
ought  to  be  for  that  Conttitution  which  affords 
us  fuch  privileges  civil  and  religious. 
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AN 


■ - AN 

HISTORICAL  ACCOUNT 

OF  the 

Rife^  Rrggrefsy  & Supprejffion 

OF  THE  REBELLION 

In  the  County  Wexford, 

IN  THE  YEAR  1798. 

V 

F OR  fome  years  previous  to  the  late  Rebel- 
lion of  1798,  there  were  partial  difturbances 
in  the  county  of  Wexford,  by  certain  bo- 
dies of  men,  who  ftyled  themfelves,  White- 
Boys,  at  other  times  Steel-Boys,  Oak-Boys, 
Right-Boys  and  Defenders ; until  at  length 
they  were  all  drawn  into  that  great  Vortex 
United  Irijh-men.  This  being  a general  term, 
and  their  pretended  view,  only  Reform  in 
Parliament  and  Catholic  Emancipation,  at- 
traded  perfons  of  almoft  all  perfuafions,  but 
chiefly  thofe  of  the  Roman-catholic^religipR* 
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The  White-Boys,  who  were  the  fir  ft  difturb- 
ers  of  this  once  peaceable  county,  made 
their  appearance  in  the  year  1774;  Thefe 
being  of  the  church  of  Rome,  occafioned  for 
fome  time,  a very  ferious  alarm ; but  by  the 
activity  and  perfeverance  of  the.  magiftrates 
and  niaily  loyal  inhabitants,  they  were  foon 
quelled,  and  two  of  the  ringleaders,  viz. 
Owen  Carrol,  and  John  Daggan,  being  found 
guilty  of  fome  heinous  offences,  wefe  executed 
near  Newtotvn-barry,  on  the  28th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1775.  . Their  manner  was  to  affemble  in 
the  night,  drefs  themfelves  in  white  ftiirts, 
which  were  thrown  over  their  clothes,  feize  all 
the  horfes, they  could',  then  fet  off  full  fpeed, 
in  great  bodies  to  the  deftined  place,  perhaps 
the  diftance  of  feveral  miles ; dig  up  the  paf- 
tures,  burn  houfes,  barns  and  flacks  of  corn, 
drag  out  the  proeftors,  cut  off  their  nofes  and 
e^rs,  horfe-whip  them  till  juft  expiring,  and 
fqrqetinaes  bury  them  alive ; and  all  this  to 
prevent  their  gathering  the  tithe's. 

• Amongft  the  fpirited  magiftrates,  whofe  ex- 
ertions to'  preferve  tranquillity  and  good 
order  at  this  alarming  crifis,  none  ftood  more 
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confpicuous  than  Ifaac  Gornock,  and  the  late 
Vefley  Colclough,  Efqs. — Thefe- gentlemen,  by 
manly  firmnefs,  tempered  with  moderation 
and  humanity,  were  at  once  the  terror  of  the 
defperate  and  incorrigible,  and  the  conciliators 
of  thofe  whom  error  and  evil  connedlions  had 
led  into  excefs  ; their  efforts  fucceeded  equally 
to  their  own  honour,  and  the  pacification  of 
this  extenfive  and  refpedlable  covmty. 

The  diflurbances  which  prevailed  at  this^ 
time,  and  the  want  of  military  force  in  the 
country,  gave  rife  to  the  volunteer  affoclations, 
of  which  the  county  of  Wexford  is  faid  to  be 
the  birth  place.  From  1775  to  1781,  many 
corps  of  volunteers,  both  cavalry  and  infantry 
were  raifed  in  the  county — they  appointed 
their  officers,  purchafed  their  own  uniforms, 
and  with  the  afliflance  of  perfons 
qualified,  affembled  regularly  on  parade,  to 
acquire  a knowledge  of  the  military  art.  That 
upright  fenator,  the  Rt.  Flon.  George  Ogle, 
one  of  the  then  reprefentatiyes  in  parliament 
for  the  county,  was  chofen  general  in  chief  of 
the  county  volunteers;  the  greateft  token’of  ref- 
pedl  which  thea  could  be  conferred.— In  1781, 
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the  volunteers  of  Ireland  had  arrivcdat  the  high- 
eft  pitch  of  greatnefs ; — their  numbers  amount- 
ing to  40,000  men  ! It  was  fufpecfted  that 
the  combined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain  were 
in  the  channel,  and  menaced  the  kingdom  with' 
immediate  invafion,  which  might  have  been 
attempted  with  fuccefs,  (the  eftablifhed  force 
of  the  nation  having  been  called  away  on  fo- 
reign fervice)  had  not  the  volunteers  from  all 
quarters  ftepped  forward,  and  offered  their 
afliftance  to  government.  The  fleets  of  the 
enemy,  alarmed  at  our  military  preparations 
beheld  the  banners  of  defiance,  and  fled  pre- 
cipitate from  our  coafts.  For  this  never-to-be 
forgotten  fervice,  the  following  refolutions  of 
thanks  were  received  from  both  houfes  of 
parliament. 

“ MartiSy  9 die  OElolrisy  1781. 

‘‘  RESOLVED,  nem.  con.  that  the  thanks 
‘‘  of  this  houfe  be  given  to  the  volunteer  corps 
‘‘  of  this  kingdom,  for  their  exertions  and 
continuation ; and  particularly  for  their 
fpirited  preparations  againft  a late  threatened 
invafion.” 

« THOMAS  ELLIS, 
cler.  pari,  dom.  com  ” 
Die 


ir 


Die  Mercuric  i6th  OBobris^  1781. 

RESOLVED,  by  the  Lords  fpiritual  and 
“ temporal  in  parliament  aflembled,  that  the 
“ thanks  of  this  houfe  be  given  to  the  feveral 
“ volunteer  corps  of  this  kingdom,  for  the 
continuation  of  their  efforts  in  defence  of 
this  country,  and  for  their  fpirited  offers  to 
“ government  on  the  late  alarm  of  ,an  hoftile 
invafion  meditated  againft  this  kingdom.” 

W.  WATTS  GAYER, 

EDWARD  GAYER, 

In  the  year  1793,  a body  of  men  ftyling 
themfelves  Defenders,  whofe  principles  were 
inimical  to  the  government,  and  whofe  prac- 
tice was  contrary  to  all  law,  made  their  appear-  . 
ance  in  this  county,  committed  many  outrages 
and  occafioned  it  great  uneafinefs.  The  town  of 
Wexford  in  particular,  that  year  witneffed  the 
cruelty  and  treachery  of  thofe  public  difturb- 
ers,  and  the  juftice  of  heaven  in  their  punifh- 
ment.  The  following  is  an  impartial  account 
of  that  melancholy  affair. 

In  the  beginning  of  July,  1 793,  the  town 
and  vicinity  of  E^nifcorthy,  were  greatly 

alarmed 


^ cler.  pari. 


alarmed  at  their  appearance,  their  numbers 
amounting  to  about  looo,  armed  with  guns, 
pikes,  &c.  but  through  the  aclivity  of  the  neigh- 
bouring gentlemen,  they  were  difperfed,  and 
two  of  the  ' mofl  aftive  amongft  them  were 
made  prifoners,  committed  to  Eiinifcorthy 
caftle,  and  the  following  day  were  tranfmitted, 
under  a ftrong  guard,  to  the  goal  of  We^^fqrd. 
The  Defenders,  difatisfied  at  the  treatment 
their  aflbciates  had  received,  were  determined 
to  interpofe,  and  refcue  them  by  force,  if  not 
furrendered  freely.  On  the  morning  of  the 
nth,  an  anonymous  letter  was  received  by 
an  inhabitant  of  Wexford,  defiring  him  to 
apply  to  the  chief  magiftrate  of  the  town,  to 
have  the  prifoners  rel^afed ; that  in  cafe  of  re- 
fufal,  a body  of  upwards  of  30C0  would  arrive, 
and  reduce  the  town  to  afhes.  This  threat 
was  taken  little  notice  of ; nor  did  the  inhabi- 
tants appear  in  the  leaft  alarmed,  not  imagin- 
ing they  would  be  fo  bold,  as  to  make  an  at- 
tack on  the  town,  which  at  that  time  was  gar- 
rifoned  by  a detachment  of  the  56th  regiment 
of  infantry,  comrnanded  by  Major  Valotton, 
an  officer  of  great  merit,  and  amiable  charac- 
ter. 
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ttr,  and  who  had  been  firft  ald-du-camp  to 
gen.  Elliot,  at  the  fiege  of  Gibraltar.  About 
two  o’clock  the  fame  day,  an  exprefs  ar- 
rived, informing  the  • magiftrates  that  the 
Defenders  were  approaching,  not  more  diftant 
than  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  town,  and 
that  they  had  retained  as  their  prifoner  knd 
hoftage,  Lieutenant  Buckby,  who  was  quar- 
tered in  Taghmon,  and  had  been  in  Wexford 
that  day,  alone,  on  military  bufinefs.  ^ The 
alarm  was  now  fpread,  and  it  was  judged  ex- 
pedient to  order  out  the.  military,  at  the  fight 
of  whom^  it  was  imagined  they  would  difperfe* 
Accordingly  about  50  foldiers,  with  three 
magiftrates,  headed  by  the  brave  Valotton, 
marched  out  to  meet  the  Defenders,  who  were 
now  at  the  upper  end  of  the  town,  on  the  great 
road  leading  to  Taghmon,  in  number  about 
2000,  armed  with  guns,  pikes,  feythes,  &c. 
The  humane  difpofitlon  of  ^Major  Valotton 
would  not  allow  the  military  to  adl,  without 
his  firft  expoftulating  with  the  mob,  and 
wLile  he  was  in  the  aeft  of  harranguing  them; 
and  advifing  them  to  difpcrfe  quietly,  and  let 
the  officer  go  to  bis  command,  one  of  the  re- 
bels 


bels  prefen  ted  a mufquet  at  him,  which  the 
Major  parried  off  with  his  fword,  and 
for  that  time  faved  his  life.  As  the  piece 
went  off,  the  Major  attetnpted  to  feize 
the  villain ; and  while  he  was  engaged  with 
him,  another  rebel,  with  a feythe  fattened  on  a 
pole,  made  a blow  at  the  Major’s  head,  which 
laid  it  open,  and  brought  him  to  the  ground, 
and  at  that  inftant  he  was  ftabed  with  a pike 
in  the  thick' part  of  his  thigh,  fo  deeply  as  to 
extend  to  the  groin,  and  enter  into  the  cavity 
of  the  abdomen.  The  foldiers  feeing  their 
beloved  commander  fall,  fired  without  the 
order  of  the  magiftrates,  and  advancing  on  the 
rebels,  put  them  to  flight,  after  leaving  nearly 
eighty  of  their  aflbeiates  dead  on  the  fpot,  be- 
fides  a number  who  afterwards  died  of  the 
wounds  they  had  received.  Lieut.  Buckby 
happily  efcaped,  and  in  the  confufion,  joined 
the  military.  Many  of  the, Defenders  were 
made  prifoners,  five  of  w^hom,  James  Kenny, 
Patrick  Flannery,  Patrick  Neil,  Michael  Carty, 
and  John  Crawford,  were  found  guilty  at  the 
following  aflizes,  and  within  two  days  after 
were  executed. 


The 


F: 


»5 

• / 

The  loyal  inhabitants  of  Wexford  were 
deeply  affedled  with  the  tragical  end  of  Major 
Valotton,  and  to  fliew  their  refpedl  for  his 
memory,  eredled  a monument  in  the  church, 
with  the  following  infcription,  which  I here  ^ 
infert,  not  only  to  fhew  their  love  to  that  brave 
and  humane  man,  but  their  determination  to 
fupport  the  laws  of  their  country : 


Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  the  late 
CHARLES  VALOTTON,  Efquirc, 

A Major  in  the  Army,  and  a Captain 
in  the  56th  Regt.  of  Infantry, 
who,  in  the  Suburbs,  on  the  nth  of  July,  1793, 
when  zealoufly  co-opperating  with 
the  Civil  Power,  in  fupport  of  the 
mild  and  beneficent  Laws  of  his  Country, 
received  a mortal  Wound  from  a favage 
HAND. 

Thus  untimely  fell  this  accompliflied  Gentleman  ! 
not  lefs  admired  and  beloved  for  every 
SOCIAL  QUALITY, 

than  he  was  eminently  diflinguiflied  on  every 
occafion,by  the  enterprife  and  gallantry 
of  a Soldier. 

Reader  ! lament  with  every  good  Man, 
the  irreparable  I.ofs, 
and  ftrive  to  emulate  his  many  Virtues. 

THE  CORPORATION  OF  WEXFORD, 
with  becoming  Gratitude, 
eredted  thi^ 

monument, 

to  perpetuate  their  high  refpecEl;  for  his 
ineflimable  Character, 
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The  Defenders  were  headed  that  day  by 
man  of  a very  refolute  and  undaunted  dif- 
pofition,  named  John  Moore,  a farmer,  within 
a few  miles  of  New-Rofs.  This  man,  on  the 
firft  fire  from  the  military,  had  both  his  legs 
broken ; yet  fo  very  zealous  was  he  in  the 
caufe,  that  he  fought  on  his  flumps,  till  he 
was  left  alone,  and  was  ftiot  by  the  military. 
There  was  alfo  a priefl  killed,  in  whofe  pocket 
were  found  the  articles  of  the  popilli  faith. 

As  the  corporation  of  Wexford  erecfled  a 
monument  to  the  memory  of  Major  Valotton, 
fo  the  friends  of  Moore,  the  rebel  leader,  raifed 
a tomb  in  the  grave  yard  of  Carnagh,  near  New 
Rofs,  to  his  memory,  bearing  the  following  in- 
fcription ; 


Underneath  this  ftone  doth  He 
The  remains  of  that  Noble  Boy, 

Who  by  his  deeds  and  addons  brave, 

In  Wexford  his  body  was  brought  to  the  grave. 

Now  each  Chriftlan  for  him  flrould  pray, 

, And  to  Heaven  ftraight  diredt  his  way, 

' As  on  his  oath  that  day  in  truft  did  die, 

’Its  there  he  fought  mofl:  manfully; 

John  Moore,  fon  to  James  Moore,  and  Margaret  White,  of  Robin ’s-town, 
N,vho  was  killed  by  the  army  ir  th  July  1793,  aged  years. 

> Lord  have  mercy  on  his  foul. 
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After  this  eventful  day,  a meeting  of  the 
freeholders  of  the  county  was  called  by  the 
high  IherifF,  who  formed  themfelves  into  an 
affociatlon,  and  opened  a fubfeription  for  the 
purpofe  of  offering  rewards  for  the  apprehen- 
fion,  and  profecuting  to  convidlion,  thofe 
daring  violators  of  their  country’s  peace.  The 
Defenders  were  fo  difheartened  at  the  defeat 
of  their  affociates,  and  feeing  that  the  loyal  in- 
habitants were  determined  that  the  laws  of  the 
country  fhould  not  be  trampled  upon,  that 
they  never  attempted  afterwards  to  affemble 
in  any  number,  tho’  many  felonious  ails 
were  afterwards  committed.  - ’ 

About  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1797,  it 
was  difeovered  that  the  United  Irifhmen  were 
carrying  on  their'  private  meetings  in  this' 
county,  for  the  purpofes  already  mentioned,^ 
and  to  throw  a better  glofs  on  their  diabolical 
fqhemes,  falfe  rumours  were  circulated  by  the 
agents  of  the  Irifh  Union,  that  the  Orange-men 
were  to  rife  for  the  purpofe  of  murdering  all 
their  catholic  neighbours  ; when  in  fail  there 
was  no  fuch  thing  as  an  Orange  afTocIatiori' 

* See  page  7 
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formed  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  until  a few 
months  after  the  fuppreffion  of  the  rebellion, 
nor  were  there  any  Orange-men  in  the  county 
at  its  breaking  out,  except  a few  in  the  towns 
where  detachments  of  the  North  Cork  re- 
giment of  militia  were  ftationed.  The  ma- 
giftrates  and  gentlemen  of  the  county  being 
alarmed  at  their  proceedings,  and  dreading 
the  confequence,  were  unwearied  in  their  ex- 
ertions to  fruftrate  their  pernicious  defigns. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1798,  it  was 
obferved  that  the  Roman-catholics  were  very 
much  devoted  to  their  chapels:  every  day 
mafs  was  celebrated  throughout  moft  parts  of 
the  counti  y,  whereas,  formerly  it  was  chiefly 
obferved  only  on  the  Sabbath-day.  The 
chapel  of  Ballycanow,  was  particularly  weU 
attended  by  a very  numerous  congregation, 

at  both  morning  and  evening  prayers.  Michael  ’ 

Murphy,  was  officiating  prieft  of  that  Parifli ; 
a young-  man,  ftrongly  made,  and  of  a dark’ 
complexion,  had  been  a few  years  refident  in 
theparifli,  and  not  long  in  holy  orders,  as 
the  following  letter  of  recommendation  from 

the 
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the  Rev.  § James  Caulfield,  parifli  prieft  of 
New-Rofii,  to  Monfeiur  Le’  Abbe  Glynn,  Com-  , 
raunaute  des  Irelandois,  a Bourdeaux,  in  his 
favour  will  Ihew. 

Ross,  October,  23d,  17854 
‘‘  Rev.  Sir, 

The  Rev.  Michael  Murphy,  a fubjeft  of 
the  Diocefs,  and  ordained  a prieft  laft  Whit- 
funtide,  now  bound  for  your  city,  for  the 
purpofe  of  profecuting  his  ftudies  of  Philofo- 
phy  and  Theology,  craves  a line  from  me  in 
his  favour  to  you.  1 can  only  fay,  he  is  well 
recommended  to  me,  as  a fober,  regular,  well 
behaved  man,  and  if  it  is  convenient  to  you, 

I ftiall  efteem  your  accommodating  him  for 
the  above  end.  I believe  he  is  the  laft  of  the  fet 
that  applied  to  me,  wherefore  I hope  I ftiall 
not  have  occafion  to  trouble  you  again  for 
fome  years. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JAMES  CAULFIELD.” 

§ The  above  James  Caulfield,  is  now  the  titular  biftiop  of 
the  diocefs  of  Ferns,  and  refides  in  Wexford, 
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During  Murphy’s  prieftly  office  in  Bally- 
canow,  he  behaved  himfelf  very  well,  and 
lived  much  in  the  efteem  of  perfons  of  every 
perfuafion,  til]  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebel- 
lion : he  was  a map  of  fuch  profound  policy, 

■ as  not  to  be  fafpeded  of  having  any 
knowledge  of  their  meetings  and  organization, 

' nil  It  burft  forth  like-  a torrent,  overwhelm- 
ing our  happy  and  delightful  country  with' 
ruin.  . 

About  this  time,  feveral  perfons  were  appre- 
.hended  on  the  information  of  a man,  of  the 
name  of  Cooper,  for  being  fworn  United  Iriffi- 
men,  and  were  lodged  in  the  county  goal  of 
Wexford;  it  was  alfo  difcovered  that  the 
black-fmiths  were  in  the  habit  of  manufac- 
turing pikes  for  fome  time  back ; feveral  were 
deteded— one  in  particular,  in  the  parifti  of 
Ballycanow,  who  acknowledged  (on  his  being 
taken  by  Hawtry  White,  Efq.  captain  ofthp  • 
Ballaghkeeue  cavalry,)  that  l;ehad  been  manu- 
faduring  them  for  upwards  of  a year  before, 
without  being  fufpeded. 

The  county  was  now  very  much  alarmed,  and 
the  magiftrates  affembled  'in  Wexford,  Ennif- 
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corthy  and  Gorey,  to  take  into  confideration 
the  moa  advifable  means  to  prevent  the  aorm 

that  was  gathering  over  our  heads. 

The  Earl  of  Mount  Norris  was  very  appre- 
henfive  that  the  confequences  would  be  fatal ; 
and  being  zealous  for  the  peace,  profperity  and  ^ 
welfare  of  the  kingdom,  rode,  accompanied: 
by  feme  gentlemen,  to  the  neighbouring  cha-' 
pels,  at  the  time  the  congregations  were  af- 
fembled,  and  like  a true  friend  to  his  coun- 
try, expoaulated  with  them. on  the  unrea- 
fonablenefs  of  their  proceedings,  exhorting 
. them  to  allegiance,  reproving  and  advifing 
them.  His  Lordftiip  pointed  out  to  them  the 
happinefs  refulting  from  the  conflitutioii- 
under  which  they  lived  ; that  a man  of  any 
perfuafion  whatever,  though  his  defeent  were 
ever  fo  mean,  who  fliould  advance  himfeif 
by  any  honeft  means  into  the  world,  and  front 
nothing  acquire  abundance,  would  be  protecfl- 
' ed  by  it,  and  that  it  was  very  wicked  and  un- 
grateful to  attempt  to  deftroy  thofe  protestors 
of  our  perfons,  rights  and  freedoms.  That  the 
laws  of  the  realm  protested  the  poorefl  cot- 
tager from'the  cruelties  of  a rich  oppreffor; 

that 
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that  there  was  no  fiich  thing  as  wanton  bar- 
barity in  our  land.  His  Lordfhip  entreated 
them  to  furrender  the  weapons  of  their  rebel- 
lion, and  invited  them  to  come  in  and  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance;  he  propofed  to  give  them 
certificates  of  the  fame,  and  hoped  they  would 
return  to  their  duty.  They  all  feemed  to  be 
convinced,  and  feveral  of  the  neighbouring 
pariflhes  accordingly  affembled,  headed  by 
their  refpedlive  priefts,  and  his  Lordfhip  ad- 
miniftered  to  them  the  oath. 

The  parifh  of  Bolavogue  refufed  at  firft  to 
comply,  as  the  oath  was  found  fo  flridl ; but 
Lord  Mount  Norris  being  difpleafed  with  their 
refufal,  made  ufe  of  fome  expreflions,  fignify- 
ing,  if  they  would  not  be  perfuaded,  and  take 
the  oath,  he  would  have  the  country  fo  ftrong- 
ly  defended,  by  quartering  military  in  it,  that 
they  fhould  then  demean  themfelves  as  peace- 
able fubjeds  through  fear,  if  they  would  not 
now  do  it  for  love.  This  alarmed  them,  and 
they  alfo  conformed  as  the  other  parifhes. 

On  the  19th  of  January,  1798,  the  Rev. 
Michael  Murphy  of  the  Parifh  of  Ballycanow, 

drew 


drew  up  his  men,  and  marched  them  along  to 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  when  Lord  Mount- 
Norris  adminiftered  the  following  :> 

“ Ido  hereby  declare  upon  the  Holy  Evan- 
gelift,  and  as  I hope  to  be  faved  through  the 
merits  of  my  Bleffed  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ,  that  I will  be  true  and  faithful  to  his 
Majefty  King  George  the  Third,  and  to  the 
fucceflion  of  his  family  to  the  throne  ; that  I 
will  fupport  and  maintain  the  conftitutlon  as 
by  law  eftablifhed  ; that  I am  not  a United 
Irifliman,  and  that  I never  will  take  the 
United  Trilhman’s  oath  ; that  I am  bound  by 
every  obligation  human  and  divine,'  to  give 
all  information  in  my  power  to  prevent  tu- 
mult and  diforder  ; that  I will  neither  aid  nor 
afllft  the  enemies  of  my  King,  or  my  Country, 
and  that  I will  give  up  all  forts  of  arms  in  my 
poflellion ; all  the  above  I voluntarily  fwear, 
fo  help  me  God  and  my  Redeemer  I” 

This  oath  was  printed  and  given  to  each 
perfon  that  was  fworn,  and  a certificate  writ- 
ten on  the  bottom  of  it ; which  ran  thus  : 
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The  above  oath  was  taken  this  19  thday 
of  January,  1798,  before  me,  by  A.  B.  of 
Ballycanow  parifli.” 

MOUNT  NORRIS.’^ 

The  dilFerent  parifhes  were  now  perfectly 
fecure,  wrapped  as  in  a mantle  from  all  fuf- 
picion,  after  taking  fuch  a binding  oath. 
They  now  became  bufy  in  making  every 
necefiary  preparation ; in  appointing  their 
captains,  lieutenants  and  ferjeants ; in  pro- 
curing and  concealing  fire-arms  and  arhmunU 
tion ; in  fwearing  fuch  as  were  not  already  ini- 
tiated among  them  ; in  manufadluring  pikes, 
and  planning  their  different  appointments. 
Timber  was  miffing  out  of  the  gentlemen’s 
nurferies;  it  was  obferved  the  woods  and  fhrub- 
beries  were  gleaned  of  fuch  as  would  anfwer 
for  the  purpofe  of  making  pike-haadks.  This 
again  alarmed  the  magihrates  ; it  was  too  no- 
torious not  to  be  obferved — the  country  wore 
fo  ferious  an  appearance,  that  on  application 
of  the  magiftrates  to  government,  x8  pariffies 
w^ere  declared  to  be  in  a Rate  of  infurrection, 
and  a proclamation  was  iflued  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council  to  that  effedt. 

In 


In  April  1798,  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and 
Prlyy ' Gouncil,  ilTued  another  proclamation, 
declaring  the  entire  county  to  be  under  martial 
law.  Several  perfons  were  apprehended  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Arklow,  Gorey,  Black- 
water,  Ennifcorthy,  Wexford,  Rofs,  New- 
town-barry,  &c.  The  whole  county  was  now 
in  a flare  of  diflurbance  ; many  perfons  being 
apprehended,  were  put  into  the  county  goal, 
and  others  detained  in  the  different  guard- 
houfes. 

The  ftveral  pariflies  again  formed  another 
doak,  to  throw  over  their  dark  and  deep  de^ 
figns,  by  making  new  profeffions  of  loyalty, 
and  drawing  up  and  figning  addrefles  ; thefe 
they  forwarded  and  prefented  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant ; and  fo  efFedually  did  they  fuc- 
ceed,  by  infinuating  themfelves  in  the  good 
opinion  of  the  government,  that  no  milltafy 
force  was  appointed  to  keep  the  peace  of  the 
county,  but  what  was  already  ftationed  in  it, 
namely,  part  of  the  North  Cork  militia,  and  the 
county  yeomenry.  . ^ 

Tho’  it  would  probably  weary  the  reader, 
as  well  as  fw,ell^  this  volume  beyond  it^  in- 
P ' tended 


\ 

25 

tended  fize,  to  inferc  all  the  addrefles  of  the 
difierenc  parlflies,  yet  it  may  be  gratifying  to 
many  to  fee  the  nature  of  them  ; 1 fhall  there- 
fore inferc  one,  from  the  parifli  of  Ballycanow, 
which  will  enable  the  reader  to  form  fome 
idea  of  the  reft. 

At  a general  meeting  of  the  Roman-catho- 
lic inhabitants  of  the  parifli  of  Ballycanow, 
in  the  chapel  of  Ballycanow,  on  Sunday  the 
ift  of  April,  1798, -the  following  declarations 
of  loyalty,  were  unanimoufly  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  to  be  forwarded  to  his  Excellency 
Earl  Camden,  Lord  Lieutenant,  General  and 
General  Governor  of  Ireland. 

“ May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

We  the  Roman-catholic  inhabitants  of 
the  parifli  of  Ballycanow,  in  the  county  of 
Wexford,  this  day  aflembled  at  the  chapel  of 
Ballycanow,  holding  in  abhorrence  the  bar- 
barous outrages  lately  committed,  and  fe- 
ditious  confpiracies  now  exifting  in  '^this  king- 
dom, by  traitors  and  rebels,  ftyling  themfelves 
United  Iriftimen,  think  it  incumbent  on  us, 
thus  publickly  to  avow  and  declare,  our  un- 
alterable attachment  and  loyalty  to  our  moft 
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revered  and  beloved  Sovereign,  King  George 
the  Third,  and  our  determined  refolution  to 
lupport  and  maintain  his  rights  and  our  hap- 
py Conftitution.  And  we  do  further  pledge 
ourfelves  to  co-operate  with  our  Proteftant 
brethren  of  this  kingdom,  in  oppofing  to  the 
utmoft  of  our  power  any  foreign  or  domeftic 
enemy,  who  may  dare  to  invade  his  Majefty’s 
dominions,  or  diflurb  the  peace  and  tranquil- 
lity of  this  country.’- 

‘‘  Refolved,  that  the  a bove  declaration  be 
figned  by  ourpaftor,  the  Rev,  Michael  Murphys 
and  a few  of  the  principal  parilhioners  ; and 
that  the  fame  be  fent  to  the  Right  Hon.  Earl 
Mount  Norris,  with  a requeft  that  his  Lord- 
fhip  will  tranfrnlt  it  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord 

Lieutenant.”  ' 

« Rev.  MICHAEL  MURPHY, 
. Coadjutor  Priest.” 

James  Kenny,  Michael  Connors, 
Patrick  Fortune,  Thonias  O’  Neil, 

John  Murray,  Peter  Hughes, 

Patrick  Roche,  John  Beaghan, 

Thomas  Kelly,  Anthony  Roche, 

Morgan  Kavanagh,  Michael  Murphy, 
'J'hpmas  Reynolds,  James  Dealy, 

Clerk  of  the  day. 

Lord 


28 


Lord  Mount  Norris  having  laid  this  de- 
claration before  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  received 
the  following  anfwer : 

Dublin  Castle,-  i6th  of  April,  1798. 

‘‘  My  Lord, 

I have  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  CQmman4s 
to  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  acknow- 
ledging the  receipt  of  the  addrefs  which  was 
prefented  to  his  Excellency,  by  your  Lordlliip, 
from  the  Catholic  inhabitants  of  the  parifh  of 
Ballycanow. 

His  Excellency  commands  me  to  exprefs  to 
your  Lordfhip  the  fatisfaclion  with  which  he 
has  received  their  addrefs,  and  his  entire  re? 
liance  of  loyalty  and  zeal  manifefted  by  the 
perfons  * who  have  fubfcribed  it, 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
^ CASTLEREAGH.’’ 

The  following  note  from  Lord  Mount  Nor- 
ris to  the  Rev.  Michael  Murphy,  on  fending 
him  the  anfwer  to  their  addrefs,  proves  how 
much  his  Lordfhip  muft  have  been  deceived 
by  their  declarations  of  loyalty  : 

* Thefe  very  perfons  were  more  a^ive  than  any  in  the 
parifh  during  the  rebellion  I 

^ « Th^t 
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ThatXord  Mount  Norris  felt  highly  gra- 
tified by  being  employed  to  convey  the  ad- 
drefs  of  the  Catholic  inhabitants  of*  Bally- 
canow  to  government,  which  was  a ftriking 
teft  of  their  atta(^ment  to  the  Conftitution, 
and  which  from  his  perfedt  knowledge  of  their 
fentlmcnts,  as  well  from  the  proof  given  by 
their  oath  of  allegiance,  he  is  convinced  they 
are  as  anxious  to  fupport  the  Conftitution,  as 
any  other  members  of  the  community  : fiiould 
occafion  require  their  aid,  he  means  to  call 
upon  them,  perfuaded  of  their  anxiety  to  pre- 
ferve  the  public  welfare.” 

jipril  2^itb^  1798. 

But  notwithftanding  this  folemn  oath  and 
apparently  loyal  refolutions,  the  Proteftant 
part  of  the  community  had  ftill  reafon  to  fear. 
There  was  one  circumftance  which  weighed 
very  much  upon  their  minds,  and  put  many 
of  them  upon  their  guard,  and  which  for  the 
fatisfadlion  of  the  reader,  1 fhall  now  relate. 
About  this  time  a vaft  deal  of  red  tape  was 
bought  from  the  different  country  fhop-keep- 
crs,  but  the  quantity  in  general  called  for. 
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was  not  more  than  half  a yard  ; this  was  to 
be  worn  by  the  Roman-catholic  children,  both 
male  and  female  round  their  necks  ; had  it 
been  black,  and  confined  only  to  females,  it 
would  not  have  been  noticed,  as  black  tape  or 
ribbon  was  frequently  worn  by  the  young 
girls,  but  fo  many  people  purchafing  this  ar- 
ticle, caufed  fome  enquiry,  what  ufe  was  all 
the  red  tape  for  ? as  all  in  the  country  'was 
bought  up,  and  more  ordered*  from  Dublin. 
The  refult  of  the  enquiries  was  ; a prieft  (more 
holy  than  the  reft)  dreamed  that  there  was  to 
be  a great  plague  among  all  children  under 
15  years  old,  belonging  to  their  church  ! The 
plague  was,  that  their  brains  were  to  boil  out 
at  the  back  of  their  heads.  He  alfb  dreamed, 
that  there  was  a charm  to  prevent  this  bloody 
plague,  which  was,  to  get  fome  red  tape,  and 
bring  it  to  the  prieft  to  fprinkle  holy  water  on 
it,  and  blefs  it,  and  the  children  were  to  wear 
it  round  their  necks,  till  the  month  of  May  ; 
that  then  they  might  take  it  off,  as  it  would 
be  paffed  over  and  would  not  harm  them. 

This  having  tranfpired,  prieft  Murphy  was 
fpoken  to  about  it,  by  a friend  of  mine,  who 
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was  in  the  habit  of  intimacy  with  him  ; being 
afked  if  he  had  dreamed  fuch  a thing  ? He 
declared  he  had  not ; yet  acknowledged  that 
he  had  feen  the  children  wear  it,  but  that  he 
knew  not  the  reafon,  and  faid  he  would  fpeak 
publickly  againft  it  from  the  altar,  next  Sab- 
bath ; which  he  certainly  did.  My  friend  re- 
plied, he  believed  he  might  with  propriety  do 
fo,  as  in  his  opinion  the  plague  was  in  a mea- 
fure  allayed,  the  fecret  committee  which  fat 
in  Bridge-ftreet,  Dublin,  being  lately  taken 
up  by  order  of  government,  and  hoped  that 
with  God’s  help,  it  would  be  a great  means 
of  doing  the  expefled  plague  entirely  away. 
It  appeared  further  unto  him  fomewhat  like  a 
mark  to  know  their  own  children  by,  as  the 
blood  of  the  Pafchal  Lamb  was  to  the  Ifraelites, 
when  the  Angel  of  the  Lord  flew  the  firft-born 
of  the  Egyptians. 

How  far  my  friend  might  be  right  in  this 
conjedlure,  L fliall  not  prefume  to  fay,  but 
leave  my  readers  to  judge.  I here  relate 
it  to  fhew  why  the  Proteftants  were  beginning 
to  be  much  alarmed,  left  they  ftiould  fall  a 
facrifice  to. midnight  aftallination. 

E Notwdrhftanding 
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, Notwitliilandlng  the  dread  which  many  loyal 
hearts  laboured  under,  I could  not  be  brought 
into  the  opinion,  that  a general  maffacre  was 
intended,  as  I fuppofed  no  fet  of  men  in  a 
chriflian  land,  would  be  guilty  of  what  I after- 
wards faw,  and  which  ftiall  be  recorded  in 
its  proper  place. 

During  the  month  of  May,  feveral  pikes 
were  difcovered  ; it  was  alfo  found  that  dif- 
ferent fmiths  were  employed  in  making  more, 
infomuch,  that  iron  was  prodigious  dear, 
it  being  bought  up  for  this  purpofe.  Seve-^ 
ral  United  Iriftrmen  were  apprehended,  and 
lodged  in  the  different  guard-houfes  ; the  yeo- 
menry  corps  were  ordered  upon  permanent 
duty,  andconftantly  patroled  the  roads  during 
the  night,  to  prevent  the  fatal  confequences 
that  othetwife  would  enfue.  Night  and  day 
they  were  on  horfeback,  both  men  and  horfes 
underwent  great  duty  and  fatigue. 

From  the  20th  of  May,  till  Whitfunday  the 
27th,  there  were  great  alarms ; feveral  men 
we, re  apprehended,  and  the  yeomenry  by  or- 
der of  the  magiftrates,  were  under  the  dif- 
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agreeable  neceffity  of  flogging  feveral,  wkli 
intent  to  induce  them  to  acknowledge  where 
their  murdering  weapons  were  concealed.  By 
this  means,  though  painful  to  humane  men, 
many  pikes  'were  taken  up  through  the  coun- 
try : and  many  men  who  had  been  informed 
againft,  fled  from  their  habitations. 

On  Thurfday  the  ^4th  of  May,  Anthony 
Perry,  a gentleman  of  eafy  fortune,  and  lately 
lieutenant  in  the  Goolgreny  cavalry,  was  ar4. 
refted,  and  brought  into  Gorey.  The  country 
wore  a threatning  appearance,  and  rebel- 
lion, which  fat  brooding  in  every  corner  of 
our  peaceful  county,  now  began  to  rear  its 
hideous  form;  • the  gathering  ftorm  which 
was  thickening  over  us,  feemed  ready  to  burfl^ 
around,  and  difpenfe  death  in  a thoufand 
awful  forms  ! 

Saturday  the  26th,  Beauchamp  Bagnal  Har-- 
yey,  a gentleman  of  large  fortune  and  refpec- 
tability  in  the  county,  Edward  Fitzgerald  of 
New-park,  and  John  Colclough  of  Bally  teigue, 
were  arrefled  by  an  order  from  governrnenr, 
and  lodged  in  Wexford  goal.  Now  began 
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that  devaftation  which  this  county  never  be- 
fore experienced.  The  time  arrived,  when  dc- 
ftrii(Tion  and  aATaflination  (before  malked  in 
facerdotal  veftment,)  laid  the  forfworn  robe 
of  deep  hypocrify  afide,  and  ftepped  forth  to 
drench  the  thirft  of  diabolical  paffions  in 
the  blood  of  Proteftants ! 

This  night  John  Murphy,  prieft  of  Book- 
vogue,  was  the  firft  that  marched  out  t©  pro- 
claim that  “ the  hour  of  liberty  had  arrived.'’ 
He  aflembled  his  deluded  flock,  wdiom  before 
he  had  often  harrangued  in  difeourfes  of 
fedition  from  the  altar-^ — and  led  them  on  to 
wreak  their  vengeance  on  thofe  vflio  oppofed 
them  in  defence  of  their  King  and  Conftituti- 
on.  While  they  were  aflembling,  lieutenant 
Bookey,  of  the  Camolin  cavalry,  a man  of 
great  bravefy  and  condudl,  rode  that  way, 
with  only  i or  1 8 of  the  troop.  When  they 
heard  the  horfes  advancing,  they  repaired  in- 
fide  of  the  road  ditch,  and  lay  in  ambufh  : the 
lieutenant  rode  up,  and  called  upon  them  to 
furrender  their  arms  ; on  which  they  fired  on 
the  cavalry ; it  was  inftantly  returned.  They 
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kept  up  a frnart  fire,  and  a continual  fliowcr 
of  ftoiJkesj  one  of  which  ftruck  lieutenant  Boo- 
key,  and  difmounted  him,  and  in  a ftiort  time 
he  was  mi  ferably  butchered;  another  of  his  men 
was  ihot,  the  remainder  finding  it  impoilible 
to  get  through  the  hedge,  feeing  their  danger 
in  the  road,  and  their  officer  flain,  retreated 
to  Ferns,  leaving,  as  they  afterwards  heard, 
eight  of  the  rebels  dead  on  the  fpot. 

The  rebels  now  rejoiced  in  having  put  the 
cavalry  to  flight,  and  being  fpirited  on  by 
their  holy  commander,  they  rulhed  forward  to 
Rockfpring,  the  refid  ence  of  lieutenant  Boo- 
key,  whom  they  had  murdered  a few  minutes 
before,  fcreeching  and  howling,  to  gather  the 
country  people  as  they  pafled  along. 

The  houfe  was  left  in  care  of  two  Protef- 
tants,  Jacob  Ward,  and  Samuel  Hawkins,  and 
five  Papifts,  the  domeftics  of  the  late  lieutenant 
Bookey.  About  one  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
the  rebels  approached,  near  400  in  number : 
three  of  the  Papifls  ftolc  away ; two  j oined  the 
rebels,  and  left  only  the  two  Proteftants,  with 
four  guns  to  defend  the  houfe*  When  the 
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rebels  advanced,  they  called  out  for  the  arms 
of  the  houfe ; the  tv^o  Proteftants  told  them 
they  fliould  have  them,  and  immediately  dif- 
charged  the  four  guns,  loading  and  firing  as 
quick  as  poffible  upon  them.  The  rebels  grew 
outrageous,  furrounded  the  houfe,  fired  in  at 
the  windows,  fhoutlng  and  throwing  ftones, 
burft  open  the  door  with  a fledge.  They  were 
heard  to  fay,  “ come  away  before  more  of  us 
are  killed.”  When  they  entered  the  houfe, 
they  lighted  candles,  and  affembled  in  the  hall ; 
the  two  men  above  flairs  ceafed  firing, ' and 
placed  themfelves  on  the  flairs  to  prevent  their 
coming  up.  Prieft  Murphy  ordered  the  men 
who  held  the  candles  to  go  up  flairs,  and  fee 
who  were  in  the  houfe ; they  refufed.  ^ He  inr 
fiantly  drew  his  (word,  and  commanded  them 
to  go  up,  declaring  in  cafe  of  refufal,  he 
would  cut  their  heads  off.”  At  this  they  ran 
up  quickly;  when  on  coming  to  the  top 
they  were  inflantly  fhot,  and  tumbled  down  on 
their  companions.  The  rebels  now  became 
more  outrageous,  went  into  the  kitchen  and 
fet  the  houfe  on  fire,  then  furrounded  it,  being 
determined  not  to  let  Ward  or  his  companion 
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efcapc.  Others  of  them  fet  fome  of  the  out- 
offices  on  fire : the  two  ’men  above  flairs  with 
the  moft  aflonifliing  fortitude  continued 
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firing  on  the  rebels,  when  they  heard  the  floor 
under  them  crack,  and  prefently  give  way  to 
the  devouring  flames.  Ward  and  his  compa- 
nion juft  efcaped  to  the  upper  ftory,  ftill  keep- 
ing up  the  fire,  the  rebels  all  the  time  fliout- 
ing  and  throwing  ftones.  When  the  'under 
floor  fell,  the  fmoke  and  flames  afcended  with 
fuch  violence,  that  thefe  two  brave  men  were 
almoft  fcorched  with  the  heat  and  ftifled  with 
the  columns  of  fmoke.  In  this  fituation  they 
were  not  able  to  fire,  but  their  fpirits  were  un- 
fubdued,  for  Ward  called  to  Hawkins  to  come 
to  him,  that  they  might  die  together,  rather 
than  yield  to  fuch  murderers.  It  was  now 
near  day,  when  a fervant  of  Mr.  Bookey’s, 
who  had  been  fick,  but  found  means  to  crawl 
out  when  the  houfe  was  firft  fet  on  fire,  told 
the  rebels  that  it  was  better  for  them  to  with- 
draw before  the  day  appeared,  as  the  many 
fliots  muft  have  alarmed  the  yeomenry,  who 
would  be  guided  by  the  houfe  on  fire  and, 
perhaps  furprife  them.  They,  fuppofiiig  from 
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Ward  and  Hawkins’s  not  firing,  that  they 
were  confumed,  thought  the  counfel  good,  and 
immediately  marched  off  to  capt.  Cornick’s, 
about  half  a mile  diflant,  in  fearch  of  arms. 
When  they  were  gone,  the  fervant  called  to 
Ward  and  Hawkins  to  go  through  a window 
on  the  top  of  a ftable,  adjoining  the  dwelling- 
houfe,  that  was  not  on  fire,  which  they  did, 
and  by  the  good  providence  of  God  juft  cC- 
caped  with  their  lives,  having  been  nearly 
fuffocated ! 

The  rebels  then  proceeded  towards  Oulard, 
fhouting  and  whiftllng  to  gather  the  furround- 
ing country ; they  alfo  robbed  and  burned  all 
the  Proteftant  houfes  in  their  way.  In  the 
morning  (Whitfunday  27th  May)  they  attack- 
ed the  houfe  of  the  Rev.  Robt.  Burrowes  of 
Kyle,  near  Oulard,  robbed  it  of  arms,  murder- 
ed him  and  five  of  his  parifhioners  who  had 
taken  fhelter  in  it,  wounded  his  fon  and  con- 
fumed  the  dwelling-houfe.  The  rebels  were 
noworderedto  aiGTembleat  Ballynamonabeg,  be- 
tween Oulard  and  Wexford,  when  the  country 
prefented  a difmal  appearance the  different 
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corps  of  cavalry  burning  the  rebels  houfes  on 
one  fide,  while  the  rebels  were-  confuming  the 
dwellings  of  the  Proteftants  on  the  other. 

A few  troops  of  cavalry,  viz.  Gorey,  Earl 
Courtown’s  ; Ballaghkeene,  capt.  White  ; part 

^^®olin,  lieut.  Smith ; Caftletown,  capt. 
Knox,  and  Coolgreny,  capt.  Beauman  ; pur- 
fued  the  rebels  towards  Wexford,  and  came 
in  fight  of  them  at  Ballymonabeg,  within  fix 
miles  of  Wexford : they  were  moving  in  two 
divifions,  one  commanded  by  prieft  Murphy, 
and  the  other  under  the  command  of  Edward 
Roache,  of  Garrylough,  who  was  permanent 
ferjeant  in  the  Shilmalier  cavalry,  and  had  that 
morning,  with  20,  of  24  papifts,  who  were  in 
the  troop,  deferred  to  the  rebels.  There  were 
now  feveral  thoufand  rebels  gathered— they 
flocked  hourly  from  every  part  of  the  country 
to  the  rebel  ftandard.  When  they  perceived 
the  cavalry  advancing,  they  opened  to  the 
right  and  left  to  receive  them,  and  fet  up  fuch  a 
peal  of  Ihouting  and  yelling,  asfurpalTed  any 
thing  that  can  be  conceived.  Capt.  White, 
and  the  other  officers,  feeing  their  great  num- 
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bers,  principally  armed  with  fire-locks  and 
pikes,  judged  it  the  moft  judicious  way,  not 
to  rufli  on  their  innumerable  weapons,  but  to 
return  and  provide  a reinforcement  fufficient 
to  engage  them.  The  cavalry  about  200,  were 
badly  provided  wdth  arms  or  ammunition, 
and  the  rebels  fome  tnou  bands  ftrong.  The 
diftereiit  corps;  therefore  retreated  to  Gorey 
the  fame  day. 

Another  part  of  the  Camolln  cavalry,  in 
fcouring  the  other  fide  of' the  country,  were 
joined  by  Ennifcorthy  cavalry,  capt.  Richards ; 
Healthfield  cavalry,  capt.  John  Grogan,  toge- 
ther with  Scarawalfli  infantry,  capt.  Cornick, 
proceeding  towards  lieut.  Bookey’s  houfe,  faw 
him  and  John  Donovan,  one  of  his  privates, 

dead  in  the  road,  their  bodies  mangled  in  a 

fliocklng  manner  ; in  the  pocket  of  the  former 
were  found  75  guineas  in  gold,  a guinea  bank 
note,  and  his  gold  watch,  which  together  with 
his  body,  were  fent  to  his  brother.  Mr.  Dono- 
van’s body  was  buried  near  where  he  fell.  May 
their  memory  be  dear  to  every  lover  of  loyalty  ! 
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About  the  hour  of  ten  o’clock,  another  bo- 
dy of  the  rebels  aflembled  between  Newtown- 
barry  and  Ferns,  to  the  amount  of  about  500, 
and  attacked  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Dawfon  of 
Charles-fort,  within  2 miles  of  Ferns  ; after 
plundering  the  houle,  wmunding  Mr.  Dawfon 
and  murdering  a Protcftant,  of  the  name  of 
Willis,  they  proceeded  to  the  houfe  of  the'Rev. 
Francis  Turner,  of  Ballingale,  redlor  of  Edeer- 
mine,  a gentleman  of  excellent  charadder.  He 
had  but  juft  baptized  a child,  when  the  rebels 
furrounded  the  houfe,  in  the  moft  outrageous 
manner,  fliouting  and  huzzaing,  and  imme- 
diately fet  the  out  offices  on  fire.  Mr.  Turner 
looking  out  at  the  window,  enquired  what 
they  wanted  ? on  which  they  defired  him  to 
furrender  his  arms,  he  refufed  to  comply,  and 
defired  them  to  depart  from  his  houfe.  On 
their  perfifting  to  demand  his  arms,  he  replied 
that  he  would  never  furrender  them  but 
with  his  life,  on  which  they  fired  through  all 
the  windows : there  were  fix  or  feven  Protef- 
tants  with  him,  who  fled  to  his  houfe  for  fafe- 
ty,  and  were  now  determined  to  defend  themr 
felves  to  the  lafl.  For  a conficlerable  time  they 
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made  a very  gallant  refinance,  by  inceffantly 
firing  out  upon  the  rebels,  who  were  now  exaf- 
perateci  to  the  moft  extravagant  fury,  and  roar- 
ing like  fo  many  beafis  of  prey.  During  this 
great  unequal  conflict,  Matthew  Bulger,  James 
Jvleagher,  Denis  Carty  and  another  noted  vil- 
lain, with  the  greateft  deliberation  waited  till 
Mr.  Turner  came  to  the  window  to  difcharge 
liis  piece:  the  four  levelled  together,-  and  blew 
off  the  fide  of  his  face.  Other  perfons  within 
feeing  him  fall,  ceafed  firing,  and  in  the  ex- 
cefs  of  their  grief,  negledled  to  defend  them- 
felves.  At  this  time  Michael  Keough  (his 
ownprodlor,  a man  that  always  received  from 
the  family,  the  moft  diftinguifhed  marks  of 
real  efteem,  and  was  raifed  by  them  from 
poverty,  to  an  eafy  comfortable  way  in  the 
world)  burft  through  the  back  window,  being 
followed  by  two  others,  and  fet  the  ftudy  on 
fire,  while  thofe  without,  cut  down  the  hall 
door,  forced  an  entrance  and  rufhed  up  flairs, 
where  they  found  the  unfortunate  gentleman 
fenfelcfs,  and  covered  over  with  blood  : they 
treated  him  with  the  moft  favage  brutality, 
left  him  mangled  to  pieces,  and  burned  the 
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hoiife,  murdered  nine  of  his  Proteftant  neigh- 
bours, two  of  whom  were  the  fponfors,  and 
one  the  father  of  the  infant  he  baptized.  Poor 
Mr,  Turner  was  confumed  in  the  houfe,  there 
was  nothing  of  him  found  after  but  his  bones. 
His  family,  and  the  children  of  his  brother, 
counfellor  Turner,  through  the  wonderful 
interpofition  of  providence  efcaped. 

The  rebels  now  exulting  in  their  cruelty, 
plundered  and  burned  all  the  Proteftant  dwel- 
lings round  the  country,  and,  took  poll  on 
Sleugh-bpy  hills,  where  the  Carnew  yeomenry , 
under  the  command  of  capt.  Wainright,  and 
lieut.  Bookey,  (brother  to  the  late  lieut.  Boo- 
key)  attacked  theni  and  difperfed  this  body, 
which  afterwards,  affembled  and  joined  the 
main  body  the  fame  night  on  Corragrew-hill. 

All  the  Proteftants  of  the  country  now  ga- 
thered to  thefe  towns  in  which  military  were 
ftationed,  Rofs,  Wexford,  Ennifeorthy,  Go- 
rey,  &c.  Now  anguifti  and  terror  were  paint- 
ed in  every  loyal  face : in  Gorey  alone  there 
were  2;ooo,  fouls  who  had  left  all  their  proper- 
ty behind,  and  taken  ihelter  there,  befides  the 
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inhabitants  of  the  town.  The  ftreets  were 
thronged  with  foldiers  and  yeomenry,  the 
houfes  with  loyalifts,  and  fire-locks  ftationed 
at  the  windows,  every  moment  expecfling  an 
attack.  The  trumpets  founding,  and  the 
drums  beating  to  arms  every  half  hour — all 
was  melancholy  and  confufion  ! From  Rofs 
was  fent  an  exprefs  to  Waterford,  and  thence 
to  Cork  for  a reinforcement.  From  Gorey, 
they  fent  to  Arklow,  which  arrived  in  the 
evening  of  Whitfunday. 

After  the  yeomenry  had  retreated  to  Gorey, 
the  rebels  in  Ballynamonabeg  began  their 
murders ; they  ^vent  to  the  houfe  of  Samiuel 
Maud,  near  Ballynamonabeg,  a fine  old  man, 
who  had  attained  the  great  age  of  96,  piked 
him  in  the  throat  and  various  parts  of  the 
body,  till  they  killed  him  ! 

The  town  of  Wexford  was  greatly  alarmed 
at  the  rdoels  being  fo  near,  the  confternation 
was  inexpreffible  at  their  making  fuch  de- 
fir uflion  among  the  poor  Proteftants — the 
whole  country  was  in  a cloud  of  fmoke.  It  was 
therefore  judged  neceffary  to  fend  out  a de- 
tachment 
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tachment  of  the  military  who  were  quarter- 
ed in  the  town,  to  reconnoitre  and  difperfe 
them  if  poffible— formerly  QtO  difciplined 
men  would^put  to  flight  hundreds ; but  now 
they  were  fworn  and  headed  by  their  priefls, 
Avho  were  determined  to  fight  hard.  lieut. 
col.  Foote,  with  major  Lombard,  captain 
D’Gourey,  (brother  to  Lord  Kinfale)  lieut. 
Barry,  lieut.  D.  Williams,  lieut.  Ware,  and  an 
cnfign,  with  1 30  of  the  North  Cork  militia, 
immediately  pi^oceeded  from  the  town  to  en- 
gage the  rebels,  who  were  by  this  time  on 

their  march  to  Oulard-hill,  where  the  lieut. 
col.  and  his  men  came  up  with  them. 

The  rebels  perceiving  the  army  advancing, 
lay  in  ambufli  in  the  ditches,  the  major  led 
them  on  to  engage  the  body  on  the  fide  of 
the  hill,  not  fufpecting  an  ambufeade  ; after 
firing  a few  rounds,  he  incautioufly  charged 
them,  they  were  inftantly  furrounded  by  the 
body,  and  immediately  cut  to  pieces,  the  lieut. 
col.  and  two  privates  only  efcaping.  How 
fliall  I attempt  to  deferibe  the  fituation  of 
Wexford,  when  the  news  arrived  that  the  party 
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was  cut  off!  The  general  diftrefs  and 
anguifli  I The  fcreeching  of  the  foldiers 
wives  and  children,  tearing  their  hair  and 
beating  their  bofoms,  incapable  of  confolation 
was  melancholy  beyond  defeription  ! In  every 
part  there  was  weeping  and  wailing ! fo  that  a 
friend  of  mine  w^nt  up  into  her  garret  to  avoid 
the  crying  in  the  ftreet,  but  ftill  the  difmal 
groans  of  the  widow  and  fatherlefs  affailed  her 
ears,  and  knew  not  the  moment  fhe  would  fall 
a facrificc  to  her  own  fervants  who  were  pa- 
pifts.  Mifs  Donovan  feeling  for  the  diftrefs  of 
one  of  the  foldiers  wives,  ordered  her  a bottle 
of  wine,  and  giving  her  a few  fhillings,  the 
poor  woman  lay  down  and  inftantly  expired. 

The  rebels  plundered  the  foldiers  of  all  their 
powder  and  ball,  and  being  now  ftrengthened 
with  arms  and  ammunition,  they  marched  to 
Carragrewa-hill,  midway  between  Gorey  and 
Ennifeorthy,  where  they  encamped  that  night, 
their  numbers  continually  encreafing.  . Early , 
the  next  morning,  (28th  May)  they  marched 
to  Camolin,  from  thence  to  Ferns,  plundering 
as  they  went  along  all  the  loyalifts  of  arms 
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and  ammunition.  Becoming  now  very  for- ' 
midable,  they  marched  for  Ennifcorthy,  and 
halted  within  one  mile  of  the  town,  expending 
that  captain  Snow,  of  the  North  Cork  militia, 
and  the  inhabitants,  would  fend  them  propo- 
fals  for  furrendering.  Here  we  fliall  leave 
them,  and  take  a vie~w  of  the . neighbourluood 
of  Gorey. 

Early  in  the  morning,  Earl  Courtown,  and 
the  officers  received  intelligence  of  the  defeat 
of  the  army  at  Oulard-hill ; it  alarmed  them 
very  much,  being  convinced,  fhould  the  rebels 
approach,  they  would  not  be  able  to  ftanJ 
againft  fuch  a torrent  of  oppofers.  Knowing 
alfo  the  ftrength  of  Arklow,  that  they  could 
not  fpare  any  more  men,  they  judged  it  molt 
prudent  to  march  their  forces  thither,  in 
order  to  ftrengthen  the  town,  till  reinforce- 
ments ftiould  arrive  from  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom. 

When  the  army  began  to  march,  they  left 
feveral  prifoners  in  the  goal  and  guard-room, 
among  whom  was  Mr.  Perry ; he  was  confined 
in  a private  houfe.  They  brought  out  three  ‘ 
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or  four  prifoners,  whom  the  yeomenry  had 
taken  the  preceding  day,  with  pikes,  proceed- 
ing to  join  the  rebels ; thefe  they  (hot  in  the 
ftreet : they  declared  a little  before  they  died, 
that  fome  priefts  had  inveigled  them  Into 
the  United  bufinefs.  Mr.  Perry  upon  being 
liberated,  headed  the  remainder  of  the  prifo- 
ners  with  fome  rebels  of  the  town,  and  march-  . 
ed  to  join  the  main  body. 

The  inhabitants  and  country  people  feeing 
the  army  on  the  retreat,  knew  there  was  fome 
weighty  reafon  for  it ; they  all  followed,  con- 
cluding the  rebels  were  juft  at  the  town.  It 
was  a moft  dlfireffing  fight  to  fee  fo  rnany 
quiet  inoifenfive  people,  dcfert  their  dwellings 
and  flying  for  their  lives  before  thofe  murder- 
ers, to  a people  whom  they  knew  not ; num- 
bers of  whom  were  without  food,  or  money 
to  procure  It. 

Wheii  they  arrived  in  Arklow,  the  foldiers 
were  quartered  in  the  barracks,  the  yeomen, 
and  their  families  were  received  into  houfes, 
but  the  poor  country  people  had  ?wt  where  to  lay 
their  heads ^ for  the  houfes  could  not  nearly  con- 
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tain  the  fugitives,  therefore  many  took  up  their 
abode  in  barns,  and  other  out  offices ; many  lay 
in  the  church-yard,  having  the  filent  grave 
for  their  pillow,  while  numbers  lay'  in  open 
fields  and  ditches,  in  a perifhing  condition. 

Gorcy  though  deferted  by  the  army,  was 
ftill  in  the  poflcffion  of  the  brave  and  refolute 
John  Hunter  Gowan,  Efq.  captain  of  the  Ti- 
nehaly  cavalry,  sind  a few  of  the  Tinehaly  yeo- 
men infantry,  (for  whom  he  went  when  the 
army  evacuated  the  town,)  and  who  were  deter- 
mined they  would  not  retreat,  except  over- 
powered by  numbers.  The  yeomenry  in  Ark- 
low,  were  diflatisficd  becaufe  they  were  not 
permitted  to  return  and  affift  captain  Gowan ; 
but  on  Tuefday,  {29th  May)  an  order  arrived 
for  them  to  march  for  Gorey,  where  they  ar- 
rived that  night,  with  25  North  Cork,  25  An- 
trim, and  20  Gorey  infantry,  under  the  com- 
mand of  captain  Elliot,  of  the  Antrim  militia. 

We  (hall  now  return  to  Ennifcorthy — the 
rebels  after  halting  fome  time,  and  perceiving 
no  propofals  coming  to  them,  marched  to  Bal- 
lyorial-hill,  heard  mafs  from  the  celebrated 
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Fruft  Murphy^  of  Bolavogue,  and  from  thence 
proceeded  to  dorm  the  town.  It  was  defend- 
ed by  50  North  Cork  militia,  capt.  Snowe ; 
Ennifeorthy  cavalry,  capt.  Richards;  EnniC 
corthy  infantry,  capt*  Pounden;  and  Scara- 
walfh  infantry,  capt.  Cornick.  This  force  was 
drawn  to  the  upper  end  of  the  town  to  re- 
ceive the  enemy.  The  rebels  began,  by  fetting 
fire  to  the  cabins  outfide  of  the  town,  and 
driving  before  them  droves  of  cattle,  to  annoy 
the  army.  The  action  commenced  by  a heavy 
difeharge  of  mufquetry  from  the  yeomen,  and 
the  loyalifts,  who  were  formed  on  the  left  of 
the  yeomen.  After  a few  well  diredled  vollies, 
the  rebels  feigning  to  give  way,  crowded  down 
and  crofTed  the  Slaney  (which  runs  through 
the  centre  of  the  town  to  Wexford j above  the 
bridge ; this  caufed  capt.  Snowe  to  draw  his 
men  to  the  bridge  to  flop  that  pafs.  By  this 
time  the  yeomen  were  forced  to  retreat,  from 
where  the  aeflion  commenced,  with  the  lofs 
of  about  30  horfe  and  foot  killed  and  wound- 
ed, and  about  lo  loyalifts.  The  rebels  flufli- 
ed  with  the  preceding  day’s  victory,  followed 
on  the  attack  in  an  unprecedented  and  favage 
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manner,  furrounding  the  town  and  fetting  it 
on  fire;  many  of  the  rebel  inhabitants  fet 
their  own  houfcs  on  fiie.  The  town  being 
now  in  flames  in  every  quarter,  the  difaffedled 
inhabitants  taking  advantage  of  the  fmoke, 
fired  on  the  army  and  yeomen,  from  the  lanes 
and  corners  of  the  ftreets.  The  fituation  of 
the  army  and  loyalifts  was  truly  perilous  ; be- 
ing likely  to  be  overpowered  by  the  rebels, 
they  fled  with  many  of  the  ihh  abitants  through 
the  flames  to  Wexford,  in  the  greateft  oiforder, 
leaving  (after  ah  adlion  of  three  hours)  350  of 
the  rebels  dead.  Now  parents  deferred  their 
children,  and  children,  their  parents,  hufbands 
their  wives,  and  wives  their  hufbands,  never 
.to  meet  more — fpr  many  of  the  yeomen  and 
loyalifts  who  were  wounded,  would  probably 
have  recovered,  but  they  were  murdered  by 
the  mercilefs  pike-men;  many  more,  whom 
the  tender  ties  of  nature  caufed  to  cling  to  their 
wives  and  children,  hoped  for  mercy'  from 
fome  one  neighbour  or  other ; but  alas ! there 
was  no  fuch  thing  ! no  mercy  for  any  man 
who  bore  the  name  of  Protejiant^  from  the  age 
of  15  and  upwards ! and  fornc  under  that  age 
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were  put  to  death  ! The  Rev.  Samubl  Haydon, 
redtor  of  Ferns,  a very  old  man,  was  murder- 
ed and  thrown  out  to  be  devoured  by  fwine  ; 
Richard  Whealy,  a lock-fmith,  near  i oo  years 
old,  alfo  fell  a viclim  to  their  cruelty.  The 
maffacre  became  general  as  foon  as  they  got 
pofTeffion  of  the  town : fome  were  murdered 
in  the  adl  of  giving  them  freely  of  their  own 
liquor  ; witnefs,  Edward  Slye,  was  fhotby  his 
neighbour  William  Lee,  while  handing  him 
a quart  of  beer — many  were  torn  out  of  the 
arms  of  their  wives  and  murdered  before  them 
in  the  moft barbarous  manner;  nor  would 
thofe  women  be  even  permitted  to  bury  their 
hufbands  1 Here  now  were  hearts  torn  with 
forrow  of  the  deepeft  kind ; many  a widow 
and  fatherlefs  orphan  wept  fore,  while  fmoke 
and  flames,  blood  and  flaughter,  fhouting  and 
blafphemy,  triumphed  in  the  defolation  of 
this  town  ! 

The  army  having,  as  before  naentioned,  re- 
treated to  Wexford,  the  poor  women  and  chil- 
dren that  fled  with  them,  had  hearts  full  of 
grief  and  forrow ; great  was  the  alarm  in 
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Wexford  when  they  arrived,  an4  brought  the 
difmal  tidings.  They  expeded  an  immediate, 
attack  on  Wexford ; therefore  every  exertion 
was  made  for  its  defence : barriers  were  eredl- 
ed  of  wood  and  ftone,  in  all  the  leading  paiTes 
to  the  town:  regular  cavalry  picquets  patroled 
the  roads,  two  or  three  miles  out  of  the  town, 
and  all  the  loyalifts  volunteered  to  defend  it. 
They  were  ftationed  at  the  different  barriers 
with  the  Wexford  infantry,  capt.  Jacob,  and 
the  Shelmalier  infantry,  capt.  Rt.  Hon. 
George  Ogle  ; together  with  the  North  Cork 
militia,  and  they  who  retreated  from  Ennif- 
corthy.  On  this  night  the  portcullis  of  Ferry 
Carrigg-bridge  was  rendered  impaffable. 

Fitzgerald  and  Colclough  were  taken  out  of 
the  goal,  and  difpatched  to  Ennifeorthy  to 
difluade  the  rebels  from  their  proceedings, 
and  to  preferve  the  lives  of  the  Proteftants. 
Nothing  could  exceed  the  joy  at  Ennifeorthy 
on  their  arrival,  and  Fitzgerald  was  ftyled  by 
them  Lord  Edward  Fitzgeralds  John  Mur- 
phy marfhalied  his  men,  and  led  them  up  to 
Vinegar-hill,  which  rifes  in  the  form  of  a cone, 
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and  commancjs  the  town  ; here  he  difplayed 
the  rebel  flandard  and  celebrated  mafs,  exhort- 
ed them  to  a fteady  loyalty,  as  the  glorious 
epoch  had  arrived  to  retrieve  the  ancient  rights 
and  freedoms,  and  fliake  off  the  intolerable 
yoke  of  herefy^  and  heretical  goverfiment^  under 
which  they  had  groaned  fo  long.  The  fame 
evening  he  formed  their  camp  on  this  hill,  and 
chofe  himfelf,  Fitzgerald  and  Edward  Roche, 
of  Garrylough,  the  principal  commanders. 

On  Tuefday  night  29th  of  May,  they  march- 
ed to  the  Three  Rocks,  within  three  miles  of 
Wexford,  on  the  Taghmon  road,  and  Murphy 
carried  a large  crucifix  before  him  on  the  fad- 
dle.  Duringihisday  everypreparationwas  mak- 
ing to  receive  them,  and  a detachment  of  200 
of  the  Donegal  militia  having  arrived  from 
New  Geneva,  under  the  command  of  coL 
Maxwell,  for  the  prefent  revived  the  drooping 
fpirits  of  the  poor  loyalifts  ; they  ftrength- 
ened  the  barriers,  and  planted  their  cannon 
in  the  moft  eligible  manner.  They  alfo  pulled 
down  all  the  thatched  houfes  to  prevent  the 
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difaffedled  party  from  following  the  example 
of  their  alTociates  at  Ennifcorthy  ; thus  con- 
fidering  themfeves  perfeftly  fecure,  they  wait- 
ed the  arrival  of  the  enemy. 

Early  on  Wednefday  morning,  the  jcth  of 
May,  the  picquet  brought  intelligence  of  the 
rebels  being  on  the  Three  Rocks,  and 
an  account  of  gen.  Fawcet,  with  the  13th 
regiment,  being  on  their  march  from  Water- 
^ ford ; this  was  comfortable  news,  as  the  enemy 
■ was fo near;  but  the  13th  halted  at  Taghmon, 
with  gen.  Fawcet,  and  fent  a detachment  of  the/ 
, Royal  Meath  militia,  to  the  relief  of  Wexford, 
but  to  their  great  furprife,  perceived  the  enemy 
had  intercepted  their  march  by  their  pofition  on 
the  Three  Rocks ; they  were  determined  how- 
ever not  to  retreat  till  they  had  proved  their 
ftrength,  and  boldly  marching  on  to  engage 
them  with  three  howitzers,  fo  tremendous  a 
fire  opened  upon  them  from^  the  rebels,  as  the 
party  could  neither  withftand  nor  return 
the  rebels  being  above  20,000,  and  the  detach- . 
ment  but  96  men.  Xhe  rebels  poured  down  the 
rocks  like,  a torrent,  and  taking  the  howitzers, 
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the  foidiers  made  a precipitate  retreat  toTagh- 
mon,  with  the  lofs  of  about  twenty  taken  pri- 
foners  and  fifty  killed;  from  thence  they 
inarched  to  Duncannon-fort, 

In  Wexford  they  thought  it  more  advifable 
to  march  againft  the  enemy,  rather  than  let 
them  approach  the  town ; on  which  the  Do- 
negal militia,  commanded  by  col.  Maxwell, 
and  three  troops  of  cavalry,  commanded  by  the 
brave  col.  Watfon,  marched  to  the  Three  Rocks^ 
not  thinking  the  Royal  Meath  had  yet  arrived. 
They  formed,  and  began  the  attack,  when  to 
their  aftonifhment,  it  was  returned  with  a 
heavy  difcharge  of  mufquetry,  and  the  howitz- 
ers taken  a little  before.  Knowing  now  it 
would  be  but  a wafte  of  blood  to  continue  the 
engagement,  both  from  the  number  of  the  ene- 
my, and  their  advantageous  fituation,  they  re- 
treated in  good  order  without  any  lofs,  fave  one 
private,  and  the  brave  col.  Watfon  who  un- 
fortunately fell  in  the  adlion. 

When  they  arrit^ed  in  Wexford,  they  were 
doubtful,  notwithftanding  their  ftrength,  whe- 
ther they  fhould  be  able  to  keep  the  town  : 
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as  tlae  rebels  were  victorious  every  where,  and 
not  foiled  in  any  adlion,  it  was  no  wonder 
they  fhould  be  in  doubts  ; rnany  of  the  Papills 
that  were  appointed  to  defend  the  barriers  de- 
ferted,  and  they  had  every  thing  to  fear  from 
thofe  in  the  town,  fhoidd  they  fire  from  the 
houfes  as  they  did  in  Ennifcorthy.  James  Boyd, 
Efq.  member  of  Parliament  for  the  borough 
of  Wexford,  and  captain  of  the  Wexford  ca- 
valry, captain  Ogle,  Ebenezer  Jacob,  Efq.  cap- 
tain of  the  Wexford  Infantry,  and  other  of- 
ficers held  a . council  of  war,  and  confqlted  whe- 
ther they  fliould  evacuate  the  town  or  defend 
it?  . After  fome  deliberation,  it  was  judged 
mod  prudent  to  eyacuate  the  town.  Captain 
Jac<A  coming  to  his  poft  at  the  Weft-gate,  re- 
ported the  matter  which  caufed  naany  tears  to 
be  (bed  by  his  yeomen  ; he  propofed  fending 
fome  perfons  to  the  rebel  camp  to  farrender 
the  town,  provided  the  enemy  would  be  ho- 
norable, and  not  deftroy  the  perfons  or  pro- 
perty remaining  therein ; his  firft  lieutenant 
(William  Hughes,  Efq.)  felt  much  on  this  fub- 
jedl,  and  afked  “ what  honor  can  be  expedl- 
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**  ed  from  rebels  ?”  However,  as  there  was  no 
time  to  be  loft,  counfellor  Richards  and  his 
brother  were  difpatched  to  the  enemy  with 
the  terms.  Thofe  gentlemen  tied  handker- 
chiefs ronnd  their  hats,  as  a fignal  of  truce,  and 
calling  at  fome  cabins  on  the  road,  took  feve- 
ral  of  the  people  with  them  to  pafs  them  by 
the  rebel  centinels.  When  they  arrived  at  the 
Three  Rocks,  and  delivered  their  propofal, 
(which  was  a verbal  one,)  they  found  them- 
felves  in  a very  alarming  fituatlon ; fome 
were  dlfpofed  to  hearken,  others  to  murder 
them : They  were  obliged  to  promife  “ that 
“ all  the  cannon,  arms  and  ammunition 
fliould  be  delivered  ; on  which  they  fent  Ed- 
ward Fitzgerald  and  counfellor  Richards  to 
town,  and  detained  his  brother  as  a hoftage 
till  Fitzgerald  fhould  return.  When  they 
came  to  town  all  the  army  were  withdrawn, 
(except  captain  Jacob  and  his  corps)  and  had 
taken  all  the  military  ftores  with  them ; this 
had  like  to  have  proved  fatal  to  the  two  Mr. 
Richards.  Some  of  the  Wexford  infantry 
threw  their  arms  and  ammunition  into  the 
left  they  fhould  fall  into  the  hands  of 
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rebels.  As  the  army  were  retreating  to  Dun- 
cannon  Fort,  they  were  attacked  in  many  places 
by  fmall  parties  of  rebels,  who  were  going  to 
join  the  main  body  ; thefe  they  put  to  flight, 
and  killed  many  of  them. 

As  the  drums  did  not  beat  a retreat,  the 
Wexford  infantry  were  ignorant  of  what  had 
pafled,  till  the  army  had  marched  off;  Seve- 
ral of  the  inhabitants  fled  ,with  the  army, 
others  to  the  quay,  and  got  on  board  of  fome 
Ihips,  with  intention  to  fail  for  Wales  ; the  vef- 
fels  were  crouded  with  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren ; fcveral  happily  efcaped,  but  others  were 
deceived  by  the  perfidious  owners,  who  fleered 
up  the  river  till  the  rebels  had  entered  the  town, 
and  then  .brought  them  to  fhore.  With 
broken  hearts,  they  were  obliged  to  return  to 
their  dwellings,  to  meet  death  with  as  much 
fortitude  as  they  were  capable  of.  In  this 
diflrefTing  and  difmal  manner  was  Wex- 
- ford,  when  delivered  up  to  the  rebels.  Such 
cowardice  as  they  evinced  on  entering  the 
town,  (left  they  had  heard  a falfe  report  of  the 
army  retreating)  was  ridiculous ; but  as  this 
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is  a matter  of  no  moment,  I pafs  it  over. — • 
Soon  as  they  took  poffeflion  of  the  town> 
they  began  to  plunder  and  drink  fpirits,  and 
feme  fell  vidlims  to  their  rage.  Mr.  John 
Boyd,  brother  to  capt.  Boyd,  was  murdered 
in  a moft  favage  manner  ; they  had  not  cha- 
rity to  kill  him  at  once,  but  let  him  linger  all 
night  on  the  bridge  near  the  goal,  bathed  in 
his  blood,  writhing  with  pain,  and  unable  to 
crawl  under  the  fhelter  of  a houfe  ; and  not- 
withftanding  above  20,000  rebels  were  in  the 
town,  not  one  had  the  fmalleft  degree  of  com- 
miferation  for  his  diftrefs,  but  at  laft  one  more 
compaflionate  than  the  reft,  knocked  bis  brains 
out  with  a hatchet.*  Thus  ended  the  days  of 
Mr.  John  Boyd,  and  thus  was  Wexford  taken 
poffeflion  of  by  the  rebels  on  Wednefday  the 
3pth  of  May» 

On  the  31ft,  intending  to  wave  the  banners 
of  rebellion  -far  and  near,  their  corarnanders 
led  their  men  up  to  the  Three  Rocks  ; there 
farmed  them  into  three  feparate  bodies,  one 
under  B.  B.  Harvey,  (who  with  the  prifoners 
who  were  let  out  qf  confinement  when  the 
town  was  taken,)  and  Prieft  Phillip  Roche,  oft 
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Poulpearfey,  deftined  to  march  againft  Rofs ; 
another,  under  the  commanll  of  captain  Doyle 
and  capt.  Redmond^  from  the  Queen’s  county, 
nephew  to  Prieft  Edward  Redmond,  of  Ferns, 
who  with  Priefl  Kearns,  alfo  went  with  this 
body  to  Vinegar-hill,  to  attack  Newtown- 
Barry ; and  the  third  body  was  under  the 
command  of  Anthony  Perry,  Prieft  Murphy, 
of  Ballycanow,  and  Prieft  Murphy,  of  Boola  - 
vogiie,  deftined  to  march  againft  Gorey,  .each 
to  commence  an  attack  on  the  firft  of  June. 

iThus  the  rebel  army  was  divided  into  three 
feparate  bodies  for  the  above  end,  and  moved 
off  the  Three  Rocks  at  the  fame  time,  for  their 
different  Rations,  fare  of  vidlory  from  their 
numbers  and  fucceffes.  B.  B.  Harvey  marched 
to  Taghmon,  and  was  greatly  reinforced  from 
that  quarter ; he  formed  his  camp  on  Carrig- 
burn,  which  was  head  quarters.  The  body 
under  Doyle,  R.edmond,  Priefts  Redmond  and 
Kearns,  marched  to  Vinegar-hill,  hundreds  » 
flocking  to  their  ftandard ; and  Prieft  Murphy 
led  his  men  through  Oulard,  burning  all  the 
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Froteflant  houfes  along  the  road.  It  was 
agreed  between  him  and  Perry  to  make  two 
divifions  of  their  men,  one  under  Perry  to 
encamp  on  Carragrewa-hill,  on  the  night  of 
the  firft  of  June,  and  Murphy  to  encamp  on 
Ballymenane-hill,  within  two  miles  of  Gorey, 
and  wait  the  arrival  of  Perry,  then  with  their 
united  armies,  to  attack  the  town  at  dawn  of 
day  on  the  fecond  of  June,  in  every  direc- 
tion. Here  we . fhall  leave  them,  and  return 

to  Vinegar-hill. 

1 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  firft  of  June, 
Vinegar-hill  camp,  amounting  to  near  1 4000 
men,  after  mafs  was  celebrated,  and  many 
prayers  offered  for  their  fuccefs,  were  marched 
to  Newtown-Barry,  lituated  on  the  borders  of 
the  counties  of  Carlow  and  Wexford.  It  has 
all  the  beauty  of  art  and  nature,  lies  in  a 
valley,  furrounded  on  one  fide  by.  the  beauti- 
ful river  Slaney,  which  rifes  out  of  the  moun- 
tains, near  the  Seven  Churches,  in  the  county 
of  Wicklow,  and  taking  a foutherly  courfe 
paffing  through  the  towns  of  Baltinglas,  Ra- 
villy,  Tullow,  Newtown-Barry  and  Ennif- 
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corthy,  is  loft  in  the  fea,  a fmall  dlftance  be- 
low the  town  of  Wexford.  It  is  alfo  fur- 
rounded  on  other  ftdes  by  hills,  which  com- 
mand a moft  delightful  view  of  the  town  and 
the  adjacent  country.  The  fine  demefne  of 
John  Maxwell  Barry,  Efq.  colonel  of  the  Ca- 
van militia,  heightens  the  beauty  of  this  little 
town : it  has  hill  and  vale,'  wood  and  water. 

Theyeofnenry  and  foldiers  here,  were  under 
fevere  and  conftant  duty  fince  the  furrender 
of  Ennifcorthy  and  Wexford.  Their  ftrength 
was  but  very  fmall,  to  cope  with  fo  numerous 
and  powerful  an  adverfary,  being  only 
of  the  King’s  county  militia,  with  two  bat- 
talion guns,  commanded  by  colonel  L’Eftrange; 
8o  yeoman  infantry,  including  30  volunteers; 
60  Newtown  Barry  cavalry,  capt.  Kerr;  20 
of  the  4th  dragoons,  and  Carlow  cavalry, 
capt.  Cornewall,  to  oppofe  1 0,000  men*  hi- 
therto vidlorious  every  vrhere  they  went. 

The  picquet  who  were  reconnoitreing,  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Kerr,  brought  intelligence 
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about  tvvelve  o'clock,  that  the  rebels  were  ap- 
proaching the  town  in  two  columns,  on  eacli 
iide  of  the  Slaney.  The  army  and  yeomen 
were  drawn  up  in  a firong  pofition  to  receive 
them,  and  were  determined  on  felling  the 
yidtory  as  dear  as  poffible.  The  rebels  took 
their  fiation  on  a hill  which  commanded  the 
town,  and  played  oil  the  army  with  a brafs 
hx-pounder,  a howitzer,  and  fome  fliip-fwiv- 
els,  without  doing  the  lead  injury.  Perceiv- 
ing this,  they  made  a rapid  defeent  from  the 
Slate-quarry  and  the  hills  adjoining,  confi- 
dent the  town  would  be  their  own.  Colonel 
L’Eftrange,  without  firing  on  them  with  his 
battalion  guns,  drew  his  men  out  of  the 
town,  a mile  up  the  road  leading  to  Carlow, 
ordering  the  cavalry  to  cover  his  retreat. — 
The  rebels  entering  the  town,  fet  the  fuburbs 
on  fire,  plundered  the  army’s  baggage,  bur  ft 
open  the  cellars,  and  drank  fpirits  in  fuch 
abundance,  that  becoming  intoxicated,  they 
ranged  thro’  the  town,  fliouting  and  hallooing 
without  any  order.  This  confufion  was  much 
increafed  bj  the' loyalifts  firing  from  fevcral 
ofthehoufesj  againft  which  they  foon  bent  all 
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their  fury*  The  yeomen,  (chofe  {aviours  of 
their  country,  and  the  buhvark  of  the  IriUi 
nation,  ever  firm  and  fteady  to  their  King 
and  happy  conftitution,)  entreated  colonel 
L’Eftrange  to  return  and  attack  them  with  his 
cannon,  alledging,  that  as  tliey  were  quite 
intoxicated,  void  of  any  order,  and  not  ex- 
pecting danger,  they  would  foon  be  overpow- 
ered. He  complied  with  their  earned  folici- 
tatlons,  and,  returning  indantly  to  the  town,- 
.gave  them  a few  dlfcharges  of  his  cannon 
and  mufquetry  e’er  they  could  form,  wdiich 
threw  them  into  the  greated  confufion.  It 
was  foon  encreafed  by  a fierce  attack  in  all 
direclions,  headed  by  the  gallant  capt.  Kerr, 
and  the  brave  major  Marley,  who  volunteered 
with  the  King’s  county  militia.  They  charged 
them  up  the  hills  near  four  miles,  taking 
down  all  before  them,  which  would  have 
been  far  more,  but  they  fcattered  fo  much  in 
their  flight ; however  they  lod  near  250, 
without  any  lofs  on  the  King’s  lide,  fave  one 
killed,  and  one  of  the  Carlow  cavalry 
WQundedj, 
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Hiere  were  two  car-loads  of  canniifer- 
fhot  taken,  and  a quantity  of  guns,  pikes, 
&c.  which  they  threw  away  in  their  flight : 
thofe  pikes  w^ere  broken  and  burnt. 

1 he  praife  of  this  victory  is  due  to  the 
yeomenry,  who  ref u fed  retreating  to  Carlow. 
It  was  a vidlory  of  the  utinoft  importance  to 
the  kingdom,  as  it  prevented  a juncffion  with 
the  Carlow  and  Kildare  rebels,  who  were  ex- 
pecTting  to  join  them  the  f ollowing  day,  and 
revenge  their  defeat  in  Carlow  on  Friday*  the 
!25th  of  May  before ; for,  had  they  gained 
Newtown  Barry,  all  the  county  of  Carlow  and 
Kildare  wmuld  have  been  in  the  polTeflion  of 
the  rebels,  wdio  could  with  eafe,  from  their 
fuperior  numbers,  penetrate  into  the  interior 
of  the  King  and  Queen’s  county,  or  have 
joined  the  Colliery  rebels.  The  drawing  off 
the  troops  out  of  the  town,  was  the  lofs  of 
fome  property  ; but  it  gave  the  army  an  op- 
portunity of  furprizing  the  plunderers,  and 

throwing 

* There  was  a battle  in  Carlow-  the  day  before  the  re- 
bellion broke  out  in  this  county,  in  which  the  King^s 
troops  were  victorious. — See  Joneses  Narrative,  page  35. 
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throwing  them  into  confufion.  The  ccndndt 
of  both  officers  and  men,  on  this  memorable 
day,  was  truly  meritorious.  The  rebels,  on 
their  retreat  to  Vinegar-hill,  burnt  a great 
number  of  Proteftants  houfes. 

It  has  been  before  obferved  that  Prieft  Mur- 
phy, of  Ballycanow,  led  his  men  through 
Oulard,  confifting  of  about  looo,  burning  all 
the  Proteftants  houfes  along  the  road,  and  after 
filling  the  country  with  clouds  of  fmoke, 
he  arrived  at  Ballycanow  on  the  I ft  of  June, 
where  he  celebrated  inafs,  and  intended  to 
remain  there  that  day,  encamp  on  Ballyme- 
nane-hill  that  night,  and  begin  the  attack  oil 
Gorey  as  before  predeterrriined. 

Captain  Elliott  was  ftill  in  Gorey  with  his 
handful  of  men,  expedling  reinforcements 
from  Dublin,  but  none  bad  yet  arrived.  The 
picquet  having  been  out  towards  Ballycanow; 
reconnoitring,  brought  in  an  account  that 
the  rebels  were  drove  out  of  that  town,  after 
a few  Mattering  ones  had  been  killed,  and 
that  the  body  feem  deftined  for  Gorey ; on 
which  the  drums  beat  to  arms,  the  trumpets 
founded,  and  every  preparation  was  made 
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to  meet  them.  Seventy-tv/o  infantry,  com- 
manded by  capr.  Elliocc ; Ballaghkeeii  cavalry, 
capt.  White  ; Cainoliii  cavalry,  lievic.  Smith ; 
and  Gorey  cavalry,  lieutenant  Woodroofe, 
marched  out  to  meet  the  enemy.  The  rebel 
fcouts  defcried  them  defcending  Ballymenane- 
hill,  and  formed  in  a field  outfide  the  town 
ten  deep,  feveral  hiding  behind  the  ditches  to 
fire  on  the  army  they  pafled.  Advancing 
about  a mile,  the  rebels  formed  in  the  road, 
and  opened  a heavy  fire  of  mufquetry ; but 
it  was  returned  with  more  execution,  as  a great 
number  of  the  enemy  fell.  An  inceflant  fire 
y\ras  kept  up  for  almofl  an  hour,  when  the 
rebels  began  to  be  difmayed  at  feeing  fo  many 
of  their  men  fall,  and  perceiving  the  army 
ftill  approach  in  flow  and  regular  order,  with- 
out the  lofs  of  a man,  they  broke  and  fled  in 
all  diredlions  ; the  cavalry  charged  and  cut 
thern  down  without  taking  any  prifoners.— 
There  fell  abput  150  in  this  adlion,  and  feve- 
ral of  the  wounded  lay  in  corn-fields,  ditches, 
and  meadows,  being  unable  to  go  farther, 
where  they  expired  ; and  the  dogs  of  the  coun- 
try after  fome  time  carried  their  arms  and  legs 
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from  ditch  to  ditch,  and  from  field  to  field. 
After  the  adion,  the  army  entered  Ballyca- 
now,  where  they  deilroyed  and  burnt  many' 
houfes  belonging  to  rebels.  This  little  vicSto- 
rious  army  returned  Into  Gorey,  with  above 
loo  horfes  taken  from  the  enemy,  feme  guns, 
pikes,  and  two  green  ftandards,  without  the 
lofs  of  a man.  Thus  the  rebels  were  de- 
feated in  two  adlions  on  this  day,  and  it  pre- 
vented the  aflault  on  Gorey  on  the  next,  as 
was  intended.  The  rebels  retreated  to  Car- 
rigrewa-hill. 

Wheir  Perry  heard  of  Prieft  Murphy’s  de- 
feat, he  was  determined  to  force  Gorey,  know- 
ing if  he  could  effedl  this,  it  would  open  a 
communication  with  the  county  of  Wicklow 
rebels  ; therefore,  on  the  next  day,  he  fent 
an  exprefs  to  Vinegar-hill  and  Wexford  for  a 
reinforcement,  as  he  thought  it  advifable  for 
the  two  camps  to  form  a jundion,  and  their 
united  forces  to  operate  againfl:  Gorey.,  On 
^ Monday  morning  Priefts  Kearns  and  Red- 
mond adopted  the  plan,  and  12,000  men 
were  fent  to  Carrigrewa-hill  the  fame  night ; 

PeiTj' 


70 


Perry  himfelf  had  near  8000.  Though  they 
were  now  a formidable  body,  meffengers 
were  fent  through  the  country,  defiring  every 
perfon  to  repair  to  camp.  On  the  following 
day  (Sunday  the  3d  of  June)  all  the  people 
between  Carrigrewa  and  Wexford  arrived, 
and  along  with  them  part  of  the  Shelmalier 
cavalry  well  mounted,  which  had  deferted 
with  Edward  Roach,  their  permanent  fer- 
jcant,  on  the  Sunday  before. 

On  the  third  of  June  gen.  Loftus  arrived 
in  Gorey  with  a confiderable  force,  confining 
of  the  Dunbarton  fencibles,  Londonderry  and 
Armagh  militia,  the  Tyrone  and  Suffolk  light 
companies,  a detachment  of  the  Antrim  mi- 
litia, part  of  the  Antient  Briton  fencible  ca- 
valry, with  their  commander  Sir  Watkin 
Wynne,  and  the  Arklow  yeomen  cavalry  and 
infantry.  Thus  great  preparations  were  mak- 
ing for  the  next  morning. 

On  Monday  the  priefts  celebrated  mafs  on 
the  hill,  and  made  every  preparation  to 
march  againft  Gorey,  not  knowing  a rein- 
forcement had  arrived.'  They  diftributed 
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ball-cartridge  in  abundance,  and  about 
o’clock  proceeded  for  Gorey. 

The  military  were,  drawn  up  in  the  ftreec 
of  Gorey  very  early  in  the  morning,  and 
about  ten  o clock  were  marched  out  of  town, 
in  two  divifions  to  furround  the  hill;  not 
having  a reconnoitring  party  out,  they  did 
not'  know  the  rebels  were  coming  that  way 
againft  them.  General  Loftus;  with  his  divi- 
lion  kept  to  the  left,  with  1 000  foot,  two  bat- 
talion guns,  and  fome  corps  of  yeomen  ca- 
valry, to  furround  the  hill  on  one  fide ; co- 
lonel Walpole  turning  to  the  right,  marched 
through  Clough,  with  aoo  foot,  three  battalion 
guns,  the  Antient  Britons,  and  a few  corps 
of  yeomen  cavalry,  to  furround , the  hill  on 
the  other  fide.  Thus  they  divided,  and  march- 
ed without  an  advanced  guard.  The  ad- 
vanced guard  of  the  rebels,  on  perceiving 
colonel  Walpole’s  divifion  meeting  them;  gal- 
lopped  back  with  the  intelligence  ; and  Prieft 
John  Murphy,  who  was  commander  in  chief, 
being  at  the  head,  ordered  them  to  halt,  and 
placing  ail  the  gun  s men  infide  of  the  ditches, 
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drew  lip  his  cannon  in  the  centre  of  the  roadj 
waiting  the  arrival  of  the  army,  being  fure 
of  fuccefs  from  their  numbers,  as  they  ex- 
ceeded 20,000.  The  army  ftiil  advanced, 
apprehending  no  dangef  ; but  nothing  could 
equal  their  aftonifhment,  when  the  rebels 
ftarted  up  around  them  on  each  fide  of  thfe 
road,  and  opened  on  them  a moft  tremendous 
fire  of  mufquetry  under  cover  of  the  ditches. 
When  the  ac5lion  began,  Edward  Fitzgerald 
was  a mile  behind  ; he  inftanfly  turned  his 
hotfe  to  the  ditch ^ leaped  into  the  fields,  and 
rode  to  the  front  of  the  aeSlioh,  proclaiming 
as  he  pafled  along  ‘‘  Now,  my  boys,  furround 
them,  furround  them  !”  The  foldiers  fought 
gallantly,  and  with  their  grape-lhot  killed 
above  i6o  of  the  enemy  in  the  fields;  but 
colonel  Walpole  fell  early  in  the  adlion. — 
The  army  now  feeing  their  colonel  fall,  and 
the  rebels  furrounding  them,  fought  retreat- 
ing into  Gorey^  left  the  enemy  fhould  inter- 
cept them,  leaving  behind  their  cannon,  the 
horfes  of  which  were  killed,  aiid  with  difficulty 
got  off  their  baggage  and  ammunition  carts. 
From  thence  they  retreated  without  delay  to 
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Arklow,  followed  by  men,  women,  and  chii- 
^ dren,  who  had  returned.  The  rebels  entered 
Gorey,  and  the  fame  evening  took  their  jfta*- 
tion  on  Gorcy-hill. 

General  Loftus  had  marched  two  miles* 
■when  he  heard  the  firing.  He  was  accompa- 
nied by  fome  yeomen  v^rho  knew  the  country ; 
they  informed  him  they  thought  by  the  firing, 
the  army  was  retreating  into  Gprey,  but 
he  expedling  colonel  Walpole  would*  defeat 
them,  proceeded  on  his  route  to  intercept 
their  retreat.  Marching  through  Ballycanow, 
and  taking  a circuit  of  nine  miles  round  to 
Gorey  again,  he  found  the  army  had  retreat- 
ed, and,  arriving  on  the  feene  of  adtion,  he 
few,  what  before  he  would  not  believe,  the 
army  defeated^  and  the  body  of  colonel  Wal- 
pole (tripped  to  his  fliirt  and  flannel  waiftcoat, 
and  about  thirty  of  the  foldlers,  mangled 
with  the  rebels  pikes.  None  of  the  rebels 
that  were  killed,  v/ere  lying  there,  as  they 
were  remarkable  for  carrying  aw;ay  the  dead 
and  wounded,  left  the  army  fhpuld  know 
how  many  were  flaln.  Here  general  Lofeus 
Qrdered  many  horfes  to  be  fhot  that  were  iiij 
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the  fields,  left  the  rebels  fliould  get  them 
again.  When  he  came  in  view  of  the  rebels 
on  the  hill,  he  halted.  They  fired  two  fnots 
from  their  cannon,  one  of  the  balls  fell  within 
a few  perches  of  the  army  : one  of  the  yeo- 
men alighted  and  took  it  up.  They  marched 
to  Carnew,  and  from  thence  to  Hacketftov/n, 
in  the  county  of  Carlow, 

The  rebels  now  fecure  of  their  conqueft, 
began  to  drefs  food,  having  killed  feveral  fat 
cows,  bullocks,  and  ftieep ; then  began  to 
plunder  the  town,  carrying  away  all  the  goods, 
furniture,  and  every  thing  of  value  they  met 
with  to  their  own  houfes.  In  the  evening 
they  all  got  intoxicated,  and  were  lying  in 
their  camp,  and  the  town  incapable  of  de- 
fence; loo  foldiers  might  that  night  have 
deftroyed  them  all.  The  following  morn- 
ing they  iffued  a proclamation  to  the  following 
effeeft  : Any  one  harbouring  Proteftants,  and 
not  bringing  them  to  the  camp,  fhall  be  fhot 
and  his  houfe  burned.”  They  fliot  feveral  Pro- 
teftants whom  they  had  taken  in  their  differ- 
ent marches  ; and  on  Tuefday  burned  the 
elegant  feats  of  the  two  Mr.  Ram’s,  and  Mr. 
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Gowan’s,  near  Gorey — fent  parties  Into  the 
country,  haling  In  all  the  Proteftants  who 
had  not  efcaped,  and  burning  as  they  thought 
proper. 

By  this  time  my  readers  may  wifh  to 
hear  fomething  of  the  party  deftined  for 
Rofs. 

They  marched  from  the  Three  Rpcks  on 
the  31ft  of  May,  and  on  the  firfl:  of  June, 
formed  their  camp  on  Carrig-burne ; but  the 
numbers  that  were  flocking  to  them  from 
every  quarter,  moft  fortunately  prevented  the 
'attacking  of  Rofs  on  the  day  intended,  ima- 
gining they  would  be  invincible  in  a few 
days.  They  halted  on  the  above  hill,  and 
remained  there  till  the  fourth  of  June,  dur- 
ing which  time  they  plundered,  robbed,  or 
burned,  all  the  Proteftants  houfes  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  and  fent  detachments  of 
pike-men  round  the  country  to  feize  on  all  the 
Proteftants  who  were  not  fo  fortunate  as  to 
make  their  efcape  to  fome  garrifon  town.-r- 
They  then  took  them  to  camp,  and  had  them 
tried  by  their  officers.  On  the  fir  ft  of  June 

feveral 


70 

feveral  being  tried  and  condemned,  were  taken 
immediately  a few  yards  from  their  tribunal 
and  fliot.  After  this  day  fome  were  put  into 
the  houfe  and  barn  of  Mr.  King,  of  Sculla- 
bogne,  under  the  hill,  and  ethers  were  ad- 
mitted into  the  rebel  ranks.  Many  of  the 
prifoners  were  brought'  from  the  parifh  of 
Old-Rofs,  others  from  the  neighbourhoods  of 
Feathard  and  Tintern.  On  the  firft  of  June 
the  church  of  Old-Rofs  was  burned. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fourth  of  June 
they  maixhed  from  Carrig-burne,  leaving  a 
guard  of  about  300,  with  John  Murphy, 
Nicholas  • Sweetman,  and  Walter  Devereux, 
lebel  captains ; and  on  the  evening  of  the 
fame  day  took  their  ftation  on  Corbet-hill, 
the  feat  of  Edward  Murphy,  Efq.  within  half 
. a mile  of  Rofs.  Hefe  they  got  wine  and 
Ipirits,  and  were  in  a ftate.  of  intoxication, 
during  the  night,  intending  to  attack  the 
town  early  the.  enfuing  morning  with  a force 
of  37,000,  as  nearly  as  could  be  judged. 

Fortunately  Lord  Mountjoy,  with  the  Dub- 
lin epunty  militia  from  Cork,  arrived  in  Rofs 
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thh  evening)  which  greatly  rejoiced  the  whole 
garrifon,  whofe  adual  ftrengch  was  at  this 
time  as  follows : - > . 

Detachment  of  the  '5th  and  9th  dragoon 
guards,  commanded  by  capt.  Irvine, 
Mid-Lothian  fenciblc  cavalry,  lieut.  colonel 
Sir  James  Fowles. 

Detachment  of  the  Btitilh  Hotfe  Artillery, 
capt,  Bloomfield. 

Ditto  Irifh  Flying  Artillery,  capt.  Thornhill. 
4th  flank  battalion,  lieut.  Colonel  Stewart,  of 
the  89th  regiment. 

Detachments  of  the  Royal  Meath,  Clare  and 
Donegal  regiments  of  militiai 
Dublin  county  militia. 

kofs  yeoman  cavalry  and  infantry,  befides 
fmall  parties  belonging  to  country  corps. 
Majoi-gen.  Johnfon,  commander  in  chief. 
Major-gen.  Euftace,  fecond  in  command.  ^ 

In  the  evening  the  army  picquet  faw  the 
rebels  approaching,  and  taking  poflefTion  of 
Corbet-hill ; they  gave  three  cheers  and  dif- 
charged  a field-piece  at  them ; but  as  there 
were  evening  guns  fired,  the  garrifon  took  no 
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notice  of  it.  The  whole  garrifon  was  drawn 
•up  on  the  quay>  at  the  evening  parade,  when 
an  exprefs  arrived  to  gen.  Johnfon,  from  the 
officer  of  the  guard,  that  the  rebels  were  ap- 
proaching the  town  in  great  force.  The 
whole  brigade  was  diredlly  marched  off  by  gen* 
Johnfon  to  meet  them,  but  thinking  it  rather 
late  in  the  evening  to  commence  an  attack ; 
the  army  was.  polled  at  the  different  paffes, 
and  a ftrong  guard  being  placed  to  watch  the 
motions  of  the  enemy,  they  flood  under  arms 
ac  their  different  flations  till  morning,  obferv- 
ing  the  moft  profound  filence. 

In  the  morning,  B.  B.  Harvey,  held  a coun- 
cil of  war,  when  it  was  determined  the  mofl 
advifable  way  to  fummon  the  town,  expedling 
it  would  furrender  as  Wexford  had  done,  and 
fo  become  an  eafy  conquefl.  He  therefore  dif- 
patched  the  following  fummpns  to  major 
general  Johnfon  : 

Sir, 

As  a friend  to  humanity,  I requefl 
you  will  furrender  the  town  of  New-Rofs  to 
the  Wexford  forces,  now  affembled  againfl  it; 
your  refiftance  will  but  provoke  rapine  and 
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plunder  to  the  ruin  of  the  innocent.  Flvifhed 
with  vi<5lory,  the  Wexford  forces  now  in- 
furmountable  and  irrefiftable,  will  not  be 
controled  if  they  meet  with  refiftance.  To 
prevent  the  total  ruin  of  all  property  in  the 
• town,  I urge  you  to  a fpeedy  furrender — a 
' furrender  which  you  will  be  forced  to  in  a few 
hours,  with  lofs  and  bloodfhed ; as  you  are 
furrounded  on  all  fides,  your  anfwer  is  re  - 
quired in  a few  hours.  Citizen  Furlong 
comes  with  this  letter,  and  will  bring  the 
anfwer. 

‘‘  I am  Sir,  &c.  See.  &c. 

« B.  B.  HARVEY,  M.  G.” 

Camp^  Corbet’‘hilly  half  pajl 
3 0^ clocks 

Tuefday^  ^th  June^  1 798. 

When  Furlong  advanced  to  the  guard  with 
his  flag  of  truce,  he  was  (hot,  his  pockets  rifled, 
and  the  fummons  found  and  forwarded.  The 
rebels  fpent  the  night  firing  cannon  and  muf- 
quetry,  and  now  and  then  huzzaing,  to. 
keep  up  their  courage  and  to  animate  each  ^ 
other. 
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The  fituation  of  the  Dublin  county  militia 
was  peculiarly  diftreffing ; they  were  nearly 
worn  down  by  hard  inarching,  enfeebled  with 
hunger  and  thirft,  without  time  or  means  to 
refrefh  thernfelves,  and  in  this  condition  had 
to  oppofe  a cruel  enemy.  § 

The  advanced  guard  had  fo  much  curiofity^ 
that  a little  after  Furlong  was  killed,  they 
crept  under  cover  of  the  ditches  to  take  a view 
of  the  rebel  camp';  their  appearance  was  ra- 
ther diforderly,  fome  were  walking  about, 
fome  finging  fongs,  and  others  talking, 
but  all  apparently  in  a ftate  of  intoxication. 
When  they  had  in  fome  meafure  fatisfied  their 
curiofity,  they  thought  very  bad  of  returning 
to  their  ftation,  without  firing  a few  (hots 
among  them ; four  or  five  of  them  railing 
their  pieces,  gave  them  fuch  an  unexpedled 
volley,  as  caufcd  them  to  flart  up  and  look 
about,  but  they  could  fee  no  one.  Hundreds 

of  them  fired  in  every  diredlion,  but  knew  not 

; 

at  what,  the  foldiers  having  crept  back 
unperceived.  A meflenger  was  inftantly  dif* 
patched  to  Harvey  with  information,  that  the 

army 

§ Whent  hey  arrived  at  Refs  they  had  not  time  lo  par- 
take of  any  refreihment,  but  marched  to  meet  the  enemy.  - 
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army  was  furrounding  them,  that  fome  of 
their  men  were  killed,  and  others  dying  by  the 
wounds  they  had  juft  received  ; on  which  he 
ordered  them  to  pour  forth  on  all  fides  like  a 
torrent,  which  they  did,  and  were  near  inter- 
cepting a party  of  the  Mid-Lothian  cavalry, 
(which  had  been  out  reconnoitring)  in  their  re- 
treat into  the  town.  Between  three  and  four 
o’clock  the  battle  commenced,  the  picquets 
and  out-pofts  though  drove  into  town, 
kept  up  a very  fmart  fire  on  the  enemy. 
I fhall  here  infert  an  account  of  the  battle, 
which  was  delivered  to  me  by  a perfon  who 
was  an  eye-witnefs,  and  on  whofe  veracity  I 
can  depend. 

“ The  rebels  advanced,  driving  before 
them  all  the  blacl^'  cattle  they  could  collecft 
through  the  country,  to  difordcr  our  ranks  $ 
which  was  in  fome  meafure  prevented,  by  a 
few  difcharges  of  grape  fhot.  The  a(ftion  com- 
rnenced  by  the  4th  flank  battalion ; indeed 
fuch  a clofe  well  direiled  fire  I never  before 
faw.  I was  an  idle  fpec^tor  for  upwards  of 
two.  hours  and  an  half.  Near  7 o’clock  the 
L army 
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army  began  to  retreat  in  all  diredlions.  I 
had  the  honour  to  command  a fix-pounder 
field  piece.  The  rebels  pouring  in  like  a flood, 
artillery  was  called  for,  and  human  blood  began 
to  flow  down  the  ftreet.  Though  hun- 
dreds were  blown  to  pieces  by  our  grape  Ihot, 
yet  thoufands  behind  them,  being  intoxicated 
with  drinking  during  the  night,  and  void  of 
fear,  ruflied  upon  us.  The  cavalry  were  now 
ordered  to  make  a charge  through  them,  when  a 
terrible  carnage  enfued ; they  were  cut  down 
like  grafs ; but  the  pike-men  being  called  to  the 
front,  and  our  fwords  being  too  fhort  to  reach 
them;  obliged  our  horfe  to  retreat,  which  put  u§ 
in  fome  confufion.  We  kept  up  the  adlion  till 
abouthalfpafteight;  which  was  maintained  with 
fuch  obftinacy  on  both  fides,  that  it  was  doubt- 
ful who  would  keep  the  field.  They  then  began 
to  burn  and  deftroy  the  town — it  was  on  fire 
in  many  places  in  about  15  minutes.  By  this 
time  the  rebels  advanced  as  far  as  the  main- 
guard,  where  there  'was  a moft  bloody  con- 
flidl,  with  the  aflfiftance  of  two  fhip  guns  placed 
in  the  ftreet,  they  killed  a great  number  of 
them,  and  beat  them  back  for  fome  time.  The 
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Dublin  county  regiment,  headed  by  their  co- 
lonel, made  another  attack  on  the  rebels ; the 
adlion  being  now  revived  in  all  ’ quarters  of 
the  town  with  double  fury,  many  heroes  fell, 
and  among  thern  the  brave  Mountjoy,  which 
fo  exafpcrated  his  regiment,  that  they  fought 
like  furies — now  indeed  was  the  fcene  bloody. 
Our  forces  the  third  time  being  overpowered, 
by  the  weight  of  fuch  a body  pouring  down 
upon  us,  we  retreated  beyond  the  bridge,  when 
general  Johnfon  came  galloping  up,  crying 
foldiers,  I will  lay  my  bones  this  day  in  Rofs, 
will  you  let  me  lie  alone 

Major  Vefey  of  the  Dublin  county,  the  next 
in  command  to  Lord  Mountjoy,  led  his  men 
over  the  bridge  again,  exhorting  them  to  rer 
venge,  for  the  lofs  of  their  colonel  The 
whole  brigade  (except  fome  who  fled  to  Wa- 
terford) being  led  on  by  general  Johnfon,  (as 
brave  a commander  as  ever  drew  a fword,) 
were  determined  to  take  the  town,  to  conquer 
or  to  . die.  Again  we  opened  a tremendous 
fire  on  the  rebels,  which  was  as  fiercely  re- 
turned. We  re- took  the  cannon  which  was 

taken 
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taken  from  the  king’s  forces  in  a former  en* 
gagement,  and  turned  them  on  the  enemy. 
The  gun  I had  the  honour  to  command,  being 
called  to  the  main-guard,  fhocking  was  it 
to  fee  the  dreadful  carnage  that  was  there,  it 
continued  for  half  an  hour — it  was  obftinate 
and  bloody— the  thundering  of  cannon  fhook 
the  town,  the  very  windows  were  fhivered  in 
pieces  with  the  dreadful  concuffion  ; I believe 
there  were  600  lying  in  the  main-ftreet — they 
would  often  come  within  a few  yards  of  the 
guns.  One  fellow  ran  up  and  taking  off  his  hat 
and  wig,  thruft  them  up  the  cannon’s  mouth 
the  length  of  his  arm,  calling  to  the  reft, 
“ blood-an-ounds  my  boys  come  take  her 
‘‘  now,  flie’s  ftopt,  fhe’s  ftopt.”  The  acftion 
Tvas  doubtful  and  bloody  from  four  in  the 
morning,  till  four  in  the  evening,  when  they 
began  to  give  vray  in  all  quarters,  and  ftiort- 
ly  after  fled  with  fpeed  in  every  diredlion, 
leaving  behind  them  all  their  cannon,  bag- 
gage,  provifions,  and  feveral  hogfheads  of 
wine,  whilkey,  brandy,  &c.  which  we  Ipilled, 
left  they  ihould  have  poifoned  them.  It  was 
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part  five  before  we  finally  routed  them.  The 
computation  of  the  dead/is  as  near  as  I can 
furni£h  you  with, 

3400  buried, 

62  car-fuls  thrown  into  the  river. 

60  car-fuls  taken  away  by  the  rebels. 

Some  of  them  have  fince  acknowledged,  that 
thofe  cars  were  brought  to  carry  away  the 
plunder  of  the  town.  ^ In  their  flight,  feveral 
dead  bodies  were  thrown  into  the  houfes 
which  were  on  fire,  and  confumed,  fo  that  it 
is  almofl:  impoffible  to  afeertain,  but  from 
every  account  that  I can  learn,  7000  rebels 
lofl  their  lives  on  this  day.  I know  foldiers 
that  fired  120  rounds  of  ball,-  and  I fired  21 
rounds  of  canniftcr-ftiot  with  the  field-piece 
commanded.”  < 


During  the  acllon,  general  Johnfon  was  ftill 
in  the  hottefl;  part  of  the  fire — he  had  three 
horfes  fhot  under  him : if  he  favv  any  of  the 
men  too  forward,  he  would  ride  up  and  fay, 
‘‘  brother  foldier,  flay  till  we  all  go  together.” 
He  would  encourage  them  that  were  behind. 
Being  once  in  a hot  fire,  one  of  the  foldiers 
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called  to  him  to  remove  out  of  that,  or  he 
would  be  flain  ; he  waved  his  hand  and  replied, 
‘‘  That  ball  was  never  made  by  a rebel,  that  is 
‘‘  to  kill  general  Johnfon.” 

Mr.  Michael  Cormlck,  an  inhabitant  of 
the  town,  fought  that  day,  having  on  his  head 
a brazen  helmet ; he  was  formerly  a quartcr- 
mafter  in  the  5th  dragoons  ; his  valour  could 
not  be  exceeded — he  rallied  the  men  over  and 
over  during  the  engagement.  Wherever  a 
foldier  would  attempt  to  flielter  himfelf  from 
the  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy,  he  would  furely 
find  him  out,  and  drive  him  into  the  adlion 
again — he  was  every,  where  ; his  condudl  was 
truly  praife-worthy.  Before  the  battle  began 
all  the  inhabitants  fled  over  the  bridge,  into 
the  county  of  Kilkenny,  except  M‘  Cormick’s 
wife,  who  ftaid  in  town,  and  was  employed 
during  the  battle  mixing  wine  and  water  for 
the  foldiers ; which  muft  have  been  very  grate- 
ful to  them,  being  fatigued  with  hard  fighting, 
alfo  from  the  heat  of  the  day,  and  of  the 
town  which  was  on  fire  in  many  places. 
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RETURN 

Of  the  killed^  zvoiinded  and  miffing  of  the  Troops 
engaged  at  Rofs^  on  the  ^th  of  june^  ^798. 

OEFICERS  KILLED. 


Colonel  L^.r^  M^i^^o^Dublin  county  mi- 
litia—cornet  fewtosE,  cth  dragoons/ f , 

U d-Cai.  JJULui.  -I'.-ttL.  I w*  i 


WOUNDE 


/r^ 


Major  Vegy,  Dublin  county  militia. 
Captain  Sinclair,  Donegal  militia. 


^V>H»  • rt*. 


T 


MISSING. 


Capt.  Warburton  and  lieut.  Flinter,  Queen’s 
county  militia. 

Lieut.  Harford,  Kilkenny  militia. 

Lieuts.  Blake  and  Butler,  89tb,  attached  to 
light  battalion. 

N.  B.  Quarter-mafter  Hay,  Mid  Lothian,  killed. 


PRIVATES. 


5th  dragoons, — i ferjeant,  ^26  rank  and  file, 
26  horfes,  killed  ; i rank  and  file  wounded ; 
I ferjeant,  3 rank  and  file,  2 horfes,  miffing, 
th  dragoons. — 4 rank  and  file,  5 horfes, 
killed ; i trumpeter,  4 rank  and  file, 
wounded. 
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Mid  Lothian. — 6 rank  and  file,  3 horfes, 
killed  ; 2 rank  and  file,  i horfe,  wounded  j 
1 horfe  miffing. 

Rofs  Cavalry— I rank  and  file  wounded. 

Britifh  Horfe  Artillery.— I rank  and  file,  9 
horfeSj  killed;  2 rajik  ‘ai^  file,  4 horfes, 
wounded  ';  .1  rank  and  file,  I horfe,  miffing. 

Irifh  Flying  Artillery.— i rank  and  file,  ii 
horfes,  killed;  2 rank  and  file  wounded; 
IZ  rank  and  file  miffing.  • 

Fourth  Flank  Battalion. 

North  Mayo.— ^ r^V^an^'file,  wounded; 
1 ferjeant,  7 rank  and  file,  miffing. 

Antrim.— 4 rank  and  file  killed  ; 5 rank  and 
file  wounded  ; 4 rank  and  file  miffing. 

Kilkenny. — i rank  and  file  killed,  4 rank  and 
file  miffing. 

Queen’s  county.-^!  ferjeant,  I rank  and  file 
killed ; 6 rank  and  file  woundedj  6 rank 
and  file  miffing. 

Clare.- — 1 ferjeant^  i drummer,  3 rank  and 
file  killed;  Z rank  and  file  wounded,  to 
' rank  and  file  miffing. 

Royal  xMeath  militia. — 15  rank  and  file  killed, 
9 rank  and  file  wounded,  10  rank  and  file 
miffing. 
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Clare  militia.* — 9 rank  and  file  killed;  8 rani; 
and  file  v^ounded  ; i drummer,  5 rank  and 
file  miffing. 

Donegal  militia. — i rank  and  file  killed,  6 

V 

rank  and  file,  miffing, 

Dublin  county  militia. — i ferjeant,  2 drum- 
mers, 9 rank  and  file,  killed  ; 14  rank  and 
file,  wounded ; I drummer,  5 rank  and  file, 
miffing. 

RETURN 

Of  Ordnance^  Stores^  Effr.  faker/  from  the  Rebels  in 
the  a5iion  of  the  ^th  of  fnne^ 

! ^ 

I 5^  inch  howitzer  on  a fliip  carriage-^  i 
brafs  6 pounder  tied  on  a dray — i Iron  4 poun- 
der on  a Ihip  carriager— I Iron  3 pounder  dit- 
to— I Iron  % pounder  ditto--rl4  Swivels  va- 
rioufly  mounted.— Total  19. 

14  (hot  of  different  fizes,  a quantity  of  muff 
quets  and  other  fire-arms,  which  were  moftly 
deflroyed,  and  an  immenfity  of  pikes,  which 
were  broken  as  foon  as  taken,  alfo  a variety  qf 
J3:andards  and  colours.  . , 

M2  It 

* Mr.  ALEXANDER  fuppofcs  that  there  are  two  re- 
giments of  Clare  militia — See  his  Narrative  publlfhed  by 
JoiSEs — page  87. 
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It  was  fo  late  when  the  adlon  was  over, 
that  the  dead  eould  not  be  buried.  The  next 
morning  the  town  prefented  an  hideous  fcene  : 
it  lay  in  ruins — no  fach  thing  as  walking 
without  climbing  over  the  {lain.  The  wea- 
ther being  exceffive  warm,  and  the  unfortu- 
nate wretches  in  fuch  a perfpiration  when 
killed,  that,  when  they  were  dragging  them 
to  interment,  the  ftench  v^as  intolerable  : be- 
ing fo  very  filthy  in  themfelves,  they  looked 
horrible;  their  countenances  alfo  were  writhed 
in  a thoufand  ugly  forms ; and  as  many  of 
them  died  drunk  and  in  wroth,  they  4iad  a 
frightful  appearance.  There  were  thrown 
into  one  gravel-pit,  nearly  one  thoufand  of 
thofe  unfortunate  men.  The  furvivors  fled  to 
Carrig-burne. 

On  fearching  the  pockets  of  fome  of  the 
flain,  the  following  oath  was  found  in  thein  : 

I,  A.  B.  do  folemnly  fwear  by  our  Lord 

Jefus  Chrift,  who  fuffered  for  us  on  the 
‘‘  crofs,  and  by  the  Bleffed  Virgin  Mary,  that 
**  I will  burn,  deftroy,  and  murder,  all  here- 
‘‘  tics,  up  to  my  knees  in  blood* — ^So  help  me 
„God.”' 
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On  the  morning  of  the  ad  ion  at  Rofs,  be- 
tween the  hours  of  five  and  fix  o’clock,  one 
of  the  rebel 7 that  had  fled  from  the  battle^ 
came  gallopping  to  Scollabogue-houfe,  where 
300  rebels  weie  guarding  the  poor  Proteftants, 
which  had  been  made  prifoners.  When  he 
came  within  hearing,  he  ftiouted,  ^‘-deftroy 
the  prifoners ! deflroy  the  prifoners  I our 
friends  are  all  cut  off  at  Rofs  !’*  John  Mur- 
phy, who  was  captain  of  the  rebel  guard* 
told  him  they  ffiould  not,  without  written  or- 
s ders  from  the  general.  About  an  hour  after 
another  meffenger  arrived,  proclaiming,  ‘‘  our 
friends  are  all  deftroyed,  murder  all  the  pri- 
foners.” Murphy  made  him  the  fame  anfwer. 
About  ten  o’clock  a third  exprefs  arrived, 
running  on  foot,  crying,  “ the  prieft  has  fent 
orders  to  put  all  the  prifoners  to  death.” 

Immediately  the  rebel  guard  ftripped  off 
their  coats,  and  prepared  for  murdering  the 
prifoners,  as , deliberately  as  if  going  to  their 
daily  employment.  After'  faying  their  ufual 
prayers,  croffing  and  bleffing  themfelves,  they 
divided  in  two  divifions : one  party  to  maffa- 
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ere  thofe  in  the  dwelling -houfc,  the  other, 
thofe  that  were  confined  in  the  barn.  They 
hauled  out  37  from  the  dwelling-houfe,  and 
were  ftioqting  them,  while  the.  other  divifion 
furrounded  the  barn  in  the  moft  outrageous 
manner,  placed  ladders  againft  the  walls  to 
ftand  on  and  fet  it  on  fire  all  round  about.  The 
poor  Proteftants  within,  with  the  moft  la- 
mentable cries,  entreated  for  mercy,  and 
prefling  forward  to  the  bacjfi-door,  caught 
hold  of  it,  endeavouring  to  force  their  way 
put.  The  rebels  however,  cronding  to  that 
door,  ftabbed,  cut,  and  mangled  their  hands 
in  fuch  a dreadful  manner,  that  for  fomc 
time  they  were  prevented.  At  length  the 
weight  of  the  people  behind,  preflfing  upon 
their  paangled  friends  in  the  front,,  made  the 
door  give  way;  but  the  mercilefs  rebels,  as  j 
the  poor  Proteftants  rufhed  out,  thruft  them 
in  again  with  their  pikes,  whi^e  others  were 
bufy  in  tying  bundles  of  ftraw,  and  forcing 
them  into  the  barn  to  increafe  the  fire  and 
the  pains  of  thofe  innocent  fufFerers.  During 
this  horrid  feene,  fome  of  the  rebels  were 
loading  and  firing  in  upon  them,  while  others  | 
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wantonly  piercing  their  burning  bodies 
through  with. their  pikes.  This  was  a mercy, 
though  not  intended  as  liich,  as  it  put  a fpeedy 
period  to  their  mifefies ; or,  if  it  was  fo  in- 
tended, it  only  confirms  the  language  of  Scrip-; 
ture,— the  tender  mercies  of  the  wicked  are 
cruel.” 

There  Was  a woman  in  the  barn,  who  bad 
been  wife  to  one  of  the  hJorth  Cork  militia, 
that  was  killed  at  Oulard-hill,  ftie  finding  no 
way  to  efcape  the  flames,  thought  fhe  would,' 
if  poflible,  fave  her  child.  Accordingly  Ihe 
.wrapt  her  cloak  about  the  infant,  and  threw 
it  out  of  the  barn  ; but  one  of  the  wretched 
pike^men,  thruft  his  pike  through  the  helplefs 
babe,  and,  giving  a great  fhout,  cried  ‘‘  d — ix 
you,  you  little  heretic,  get  in  there !”  and  in-f 
ftantly  flung  it  into  the  firci  Another  child, 
about  two  years  old,  whofe  parents  had  been 
either  fhot  or  burned,  crept  unperceived  un- 
der the  corner  of  the  door,  and  lay  outfide 
the  houfe,  along  the  wall ; when  the  confufion 
had  in  fome  degree  abated,  the  child  was  dift 
covered — another  rebel  thrufting  it  thro’,  the 
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ehild  gave  a violent  fliriek,  and  expired  In 
dreadful  convullions.  After  they  had  finifhed 
their  bloody  bulinefs  at  the  barn,  they  haf- 
tened  to  the  dwelling-houfe  to  make  the  tra- 
gedy more  compleat.  Dead  bodies  were  al- 
ready flrewed  round  the  lawn  before  the  hall- 
door  ; others  were  on  their  knees  crying  for 
mercy,  but  in  vain : humanity  had  fled  the 
place,  and  mercy  was  not  known.  Of  222 
prifoners,  37  were  fhot,  184  burned  to  death, 
and  only  one  (whofe  name  was  Lett)  fuffered 
to  live.  Among  thofe  unhappy  vidlims,  were 
20  women  and  children. 

The  following  lift  contains  the  names  of 
many  who  fuffered  at  Scollabogue;  the  re- 
mainder I have  not  been  able  to  find  out : 


Box,  Jofliua 
Box,  James  ^ 
Byron,  Edward 
Boyce,  George  * 
BafTit,  Walter  * 
Brophy,  John  * 
Crumpton,  Samuel 
Chamley,  John 
Caroline,  James  * 


Cruife,  David  * 
Cruife,  George 
Carew,  George  * 
Cooke,  Robert 
Davis,  Richard 
Dobbyn,  Henry 
Dobbyn,  James 
Dobbyn,  William 
Dobbyn,  Patrick 

Dobbyn, 
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Dobbyri,  Patrick 
Dobbyn,  Patrick 
Dalton,  John 
DufFeild,  James  * 
Duffeild,  John 
Daly,  Sarah 
Daly,  William 
Daly,  James 
Englifh,  John 
Eakins,  James 
Eakins,  John 
Field,  Owen 
Frannin,  William 
Gray,  Andrew 
Gray,  William 
Hannard,  Jofhua 
Hannard,  Mary 
Hurley,  Edward 
Johnfon,  William^ 
•Kelly,  Thomas  * 
Lewis,  Richard  * 
Monk,  Edmond 
Monk,  Francis 
Miller,  Robert  * 
Neil,  William:}: 


Nell,  Danielt  - ' 

Power,  James  * 

Power,  James 
Power,  Thomas^ 
Power,  Oliver 
Pierfon,  John* 
Prefley,- James* 
Prefley,  Anne* 

Pyne,  William 
Pendergaft,  Pat.J 
Reel,  William  * 
Rt)urke,  Henry 
Reftrick,  Edward 
Rlllagh,  Edward 
Ryan,  Williamf. 
Ryan,  MaryJ 
Ryan,  Elinor:): 

Slye,  Edward 
Simmons,  Samuel 
Simmons,  William 
Smyth,  George* 

Shee,  Thomas:j: 
•Tweedy,  John* 
Trimble,  John 
Thomas,  Anne  ^ 

N Ulher. 
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Ufher,  Mary  Williams,  Margaret 

Wade,  James  Younge,  Elizabeth 

Wilcock,  John 

N.  B.  On  Saturday  the  9th  of  June  there 
were  1 84  fl^eletons  cleared  out  of  the  barn, 
thrown  into  a ditch  near  the  place,  and 
flightly  covered  with  clay. 

Amongft  the  foregoing,  thofe  marked 
thus  (J)  were  Romanifts.  Thomas  Shee  and 
Patrick  Pendergaft  were  fervants,  who  would 
not  confent  to  the  maffacre  of  their  Proteft- 
ant  m afters,  for  which  they  were  put  into 
the  barn,  and  fuffered  wdth  them. — William 
Ryan  had  a daughter,  who,  for  foine  time 
back,  was  a favorite  with  a gentleman  in 
Duncannon : the  rebels  fought  for  her,  fup- 
pofing  Ihe  would  communicate  every  matter 
file  could  learn  of  their  affairs  to  this  gentle- 
man; but  not  finding  her,  they  all  agreed 
her  fifter  Elinor  would  be  equally  dangerous 
to  their  caufe  ; they  therefore  marched  her 
off  to  Scollabogue.  Her  father  fhortly  after 
followed,  to  entreat  the  rebels  to  liberate  her; 
they  would  not  liftea  to  him,  but  tliruft  him 
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into  the  barn;  his  wife,  a poor  old  woman  be- 
ing uneafy  at  the  long  delay  of  her  hufband 
and  daughter,  followed  them ; they  put  her  al- 
fo  into  the  barn,  where  they  all  perifhed  toge- 
ther.— William^  Johnfon  was  a very  old  man, 
and  made  out  a livelihood  by  travelling  about 
playing  the  'bag-pipes,  but  unfortunately, 
among  other  tunes  he  was  amufing  the  rebels 
with,  unthinkingly  played  the  popular  one  of 
‘‘  Croppies  lie  down  for  which  he  was  put 
into  the  barn  and  fuffered.  William  Neil  was 
a native  of  Camolin,  in  the  county  Wexford, 
and  by  trade  a tailor ; a few  days  priqr  to  the 
breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  he  went  accom- 
panied by  his  fon  Daniel,  to  fee  another  fon  of 
his,  who  was  employed  as  a tailor  in  the  gar- 
rifon  of  Duncapnon.  On  their  return  home, 
they  were  taken  by  the  rebels,  and  having  ma- 
jor general  Fawcet’s  pafs  in  their  pockets,  they 
were  Ihut  up  in  the  barn,  and  both  perifhed.' 
W^illiam  and  James  Daly  were  very  young 
lads,  and  fons  to  Sarah  Daly,  but  their  being 
Proteftants  was  the  only  charge  ailedged 
againft  them. 

■ " N2  The 
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The  undernamed  perfons  with  16  more, 
were  fliot  in  the  front  of  Scollabogue  dwelling- 
houfe,  during  the  time  the  barn  was  in  flames  ; 
all  men  of  relpedlability. 


Bell,  Thomas  * 
Boyce,  Samuel,  * 

Co ttom,  Samuel 
Cottom,  John 
Eakins,  William 
GifTord,  Milward 
Hornick,  Philip 
Jones,  Samuel 
Jones,  John 
Moran,  John 

Donald  Thomas 


Prefly,  David  * 
Parflow,  Thomas 
Par  flow,  John 
Reafon,  Henry 
Sleator,  Thomas 
Thornton,  Edward 
Turner,  Samuel, 
Vaughan,  Miles  * 
Whitney,  John 
Whitney,  Thomas 


Thofe  perfons  with  a ftar  thus  ( ^ ) after 
their  names,  throughout  the  whole,  were 
brought  from  the  village  of  Tintern  to  Scolla- 
bogue, in  one  drove,  fome  of  whom  were 
very  old,  and  fcarcely  able  to  walk;  the 
diftance  between  both  places  being  about 
eight  miles. 

There  were  many  perfons  concerned  in 
ibooting  the  above  unfortunate  men,  and 

each 
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each  vied  with  the  other  who  fliould  put  the 
greateft  number  to  death.  Amongft  thofe 
fanguinary  heroes,  (land  moft  noted  the  names 
of  Fardy,  Sinnott,  Redmond,  and  Miflcella, 
who  trampled  on  the  wounded  bodies,  and  be- 
haved otherwife  fo  bloody,  ♦ as  to  obtain  for 
’ themfel  ves  the  title  of  the  ‘‘  true  born  Romans.’' 

Fardy  was  fince  hanged  at  Scollabogue  for 

various  murders.  ^ 
k . . . ■ 

After  ending  this  horrid  maffacre,  they 

marched  (exulting  in  their  diabolical  achieve^ 

ments)  towards  New-Rofs  ; but  the  deftroying 

angel  had  gone  before  them,  and  miferably 

defeated  that  huge  army  in  which  they  truft^ 

ed,  as  has  been  related. 

As  they  proceeded  to  reinforce  their  brother 

rebels,  they  met  multitudes  of  the  wounded 

returning ; fome  crawling  along  as  well  as  they 

could,  others  on  horfes  and  on  cars;  they 

were  fhqt  through  different  parts  of  the  bqdy*^; 

fome  with  broken  arms,  others  with  broken 

j legs  and  thighs.  Going  on  further  they  met 

! the  remnant  of  the  main  body  retreating 

I in  the  greateft  confufion,  hurry,  and  noife, 

; bringing 

I ^ See  Jones’s  Narrative— page  296. 


bringing  with  them  cars  fall  of  the  dead  and 
wounded.  They  took  their  ftation  on  Carrig- 
burne  that  night,  feveral  ftole  home  and  never 
joined  thern  more ; particularly  thofe  of  Baro- 
ny Forth,  who,  tho’  a race  of  cowards, 
were  cruel  in  the  extreme.  The  wounded  were 
taken  to  Fookes’s  mill,  where  they  had  feveral 
dodlors  taking  care  of  them,  but  notwithftand- 
ing  all  their  attention  numbers  died.  They 
had  13  milch  cows  grazing  on  Long-greague, 
the  demefne  of  Mr.  Sutton,  for  their  ufe,  and 
they  converted  fix,  houfes  into  hofpitals. 

The  next  morning  Bagnel  Harvey  was  in 
the  greateft  anguifh  of  mind,  when  he  beheld 
Scollabogue  houfe,  efpecially  the  barn  where 
the  Proteftants  were  in  every  attitude.  Being 
fo  throng,  feveral  were  ftanding  up  againft  the 
walls,  others' lay  in  heaps  in  each  others  arms, 
among  the  alhes  of  the  timber  of  the  houfe ; 
their  bodies  looked  frightful,  being  burned  to 
a cinder.  He  turned  from  the  fcene  with  hor- 
ror, wrung  his  hands  3 told  them,  There  were 
“ as  innocent  people  burned  there  as  ever  were 

born,  and  their  conquefts  for  liberty  were 
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an  end.”  Seeing  the  fangninary  mind  they 
pofTeffed,  he  Was  determined  to  put  a flop  to 
it,  as  far  as  in  his  power  lay,  and  that  day 
wrote  the  following  proclamation,  bad  it 
printed,  and  fent  many  copies  to  Vinegar-hill, 
Wexford  and  Gorey,  and  diftributed  them 
through  the  county. 


At  a meding  of  the  General  and  fever al  Officers 
of  the  United  Army  of  the  county  of  Wexford^  the 
following  Pffolutions  have  been  agreed  upon  : 

“ Resolved,  that  the  commander-in-chief 
fliall  fend  guards  to  certain  baronies,  for  the 
purpofe  of  bringing  in  all  thofe  they  fliall 
find  lurking  and  delaying  at  home  or  elfe- 
where  ; and  if  any  refiftance  be  given  to  thofe 
guards  fo  to  be  fent  by  the  commanding 
officer’s  orders,  it  is  defired  and  ordered  that 
fuch  perfons  fo  giving  refiftance,  fliall  be  lia- 
ble to  be  put  to  death  by  the  guards,  who 
are  to  bear  a commiflion  for  that  purpofe ; 
and  all  fuch  perfons  fo  to  be  found  loitering 
and  delaying  at  home,  when  brought  in  by 

“ the 
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the  gtiards,  fliall  be  tried  by  a court-martial, 
appointed  and  chofen  from  amongft  the  com- 
manders of  all  the  different  corps,  and  not  to 
depart  therefrom  under  pain  of  death,  unlefs 
authorized  to  quit  by  written  orders  from  the 
commander-in-chief  for  that  purpofe. 

, It  is  alfo  ordered,  that  a guard  fhall  be  kept 
at  the  rear  of  the  different  armies,  with  orders 
to  fhoot  all  perfons  who  fhall  fly  or  defert 
from  any  engagement ; and  thefe  orders  to  be 
taken  notice  of  by  all  officers  commanding 
fuch  engagements. 

All  men  refufing  to  obey  their  fuperior 
officers,  to  be  tried  by  a court-martial,  and 
punifhed  according  to  their  fentence. 

“ It  is  alfo  ordered,  that  all  men  who  fhall 
attempt  to  leave  their  rcfpe(5live  quarters  when 
they  have  been  halted  by  the  commander-in- 
chief, fhall  fuffer  death,  unlefs  they  fhall  have 
leave  from  their  officers  for  fo  doing. 

It  is  alfo  ordered  by  the  commander-in- 
chief, that  all  perfons  who  fhall  have  flolen 
or  taken  away  any  horfes,  fhall  immediately 
bring  in  fuch  horfes  to  the  camp  at  head- 
quarters ; 


quarters  ; otherwife,  any  horfe  that  fhall  be 
feen  or  found  in  the  pofTeffion  of  any  perfon 
to  whom  he  does  not  belong,  fhall,  on  being 
convidled  thereof,  fafFer  death';'  and  any  per- 
fon or  perfons,  who  fhall  take  upon  them  to 
hll  or  murder  any. perfon  or  perfons,  burn  any 
houfe,  or  commit  any  plunder,  without 
fpecial  written  orders  from  the  commaiider- 
dn-chief,  fhall  fuffer  death.  ’ : 

“ By  order  of 

« B.  B.  HARVEY,  Commanderdn-chlef: 

« FRANCIS  BRIEN,  Sec.  ^ Adjt:\ 

Head  garters  ^ 

Carrig^burne  Camp^ 

June  6tb^  X70S. 

All  this  day,  Harvey  was  in  the  greateft  dif- 
trefs  of  mind,  and  could  not  avoid  fhewing  his 
difllke  to  the  inhumanity  of  the  priefts,  whi  ch, 
they  however  foon  refented,  by’colledling  their 
different  flocks,  and  pointing  out  to  them  the 
impropriety  of  having  a heretic  for  their  com- 
mander ; which  fo  prejudiced  them  againft 
him,  that  he  was  now  in  a critical  fituation. 
On  the  7th  of  June,  the  whole  camp  remov- 
ed from  Carrig-burne  to  Slieve-quiker,  within 

O five 

* Rather  the  thief  was  to  have  been  put  to  death. 
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five  miles  of  New-Rofs.  Sere  prleft  Roche, 
of  Poulpearfey,  formerly  of  Gorey,  had  influ- 
ence enough,  to  get  Plarvey  depofed  of  his 
generalfhip,  and  himfelf  elected  commander 
in  chief.  Indeed  fuch  was  Harvey’s  conducfl, 
in  ccnfequence  of  the  cruelties  inflicted  on  the 
prifoners,  that  the  priefts  were  apprehenfive 
if  they  did  not  exert  themfelves,  they  would 
lofe  their  confequence  among  the  people  ; and 
having  gained  their  wifh  in  removing  Harvey 
from  the  chief  command,  they  ftrenuoufly 
exhorted  them  to  perfevete  in  their  glorious 
work.  Among  thofe  ecclefiaftics  who  appear- 
ed moft  zealous,  was  prieft  Murphy  of  Ban- 
now  ; who  in  a fpeech  after  the  bat- 
tle of  Rofs,  delivered  himfelf  as  follows : 

Brethren,  you  fee  you  are  vidlorious 
every  where  ; that  the  balls  of  the  heretics 
fly  about  you  without  hurting  you ; that 
few  of  you  have  fallen  whilft  thoufaiids  of 
the  heretics  are  dead  i and  the  few  that 
have  fallen,  was  from  deviating  from  our 
caufe,  and  want  of  faith  ; that  this  vifibly  is 
the  work  of  God,  who  is  determined,  that 
the  heretics  who  have  reigned  ' upwards  of 
one  hundred  years,  ftioukl  now  be  extirpated, 

and 


and  the  true  Catholic  religion  be  ellablilh.- 
ed.”*  This  priefl:  frequently  preached  this 
dodtrine  to  them. 

Their  new  commander  being  determined  to 
fliine  in  a confpicuous  manner,  cplledled  feve- 
ral  bullets,  which,  he  affured  them  he  had 
caught  in  the  battle  of  Rofs,  and  diilributed 
feveral  to  his  brethren,  when  in  the  heat 
. of  action,  who  loaded  their  pieces  wdth  them  ; 
and  that  this  was  what  no  other  army  could 
boaft  of.  He  would  alfo  he  faid,  give  them  fuch 
gofpels  to  hang  about  their  necks,  as  would 
make  the  perfon  who  wore  it,  proof  againft  all 
^ the  power  of  heretical  artillery  ; but  that  not- 
withftanding  their.extraordinary  utility  to  the 
Iri£h  army,  they  would  be  of  ho  avail  unlefs 
they  were  purchafed.  The  price  to  the  bet- 
ter fort  of  people,  was  half  a crowp ; but  as 
the  poorer  fort  were  fo  zealous  in  their  glo- 
rious caufe,  he  would  only  afk  from  them 
fixpence  a piece.  Thoufands  of  them  were 
made,  which  were  fpeedily  fent  round  the 
country, 

02,  An 

* See  Grandy’s  affidavit,  in  Jones’s  HI ftqry  of  the  Irl/ii 
Rebellion — page  294* 


An  exact  Copy  of  Prieft  Roche’s  ProteBlony 
or  Gofpel  III 

• IN  THE 

NAME  OF  GOD, 

AND  OF  THE 

BLESSED  VIRQIN, 

AM  E K 

No  gun,  piftol,  Sword,  or  any  other  ofr 
‘‘  fenfive  weapon,  can  hurt  or  any  way  injure 
“ the  perfon  who  has  this  paper  in  his  pof- 
“ feffion;  and  it  is  earneftly  recommended  to 
all  women  with  child,  to  carry  it,  as  it  will 
‘‘  be  found  an  infallible  prefervation  againfi: 
the  fatality  of  child-bed.” 

No.  75^6.  ROCHE.” 

One  of  thofe  gofpels  w^as  taken  from  off  the 
neck  off  John  Hay,  a rebel  chief,  who  was 
executed  at  Wexford,  a few  days  after  it  was 
retaken  by  the  king’s  army — they  were  gene- 
rally fewed  to  a brown  coloured  tape. 

While  the  rebels  remained  on  Carrig-burne 
hill,  they  committed  feveral  outrages  on  the 
perfons  and  property  of  the  furrounding  in- 
habitants, particularly  on  a refpedable  old 

gentleman. 
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gentleman,  » Francis  Glafcott,  of  Pill-town^ 
Efq. — This  gentleman  and  Mr.  Harvey,  prior 
to  the  commencement;  of  the  rebellion,  were 
on  very  intimate  terms ; on  which  Mr.  GlaC- 
cott,  (who  was  totally  ignorant  of  Harvey’s 
being  depofed  of  his  comniand  in  the  rebel 
army)  wrote  to  him  requefting  he  would  fend 
him  a protedlion.  Mr.  Harvey  returned  him 
the  following  anfwer: 

Dear  Sir, 

‘‘  I received  your  letter,  but  what 
‘ to  do  for  you  I know  not ; I from  my  heart 
wifli  to  protedl  all  property,  I can  fcarce  pro- 
tc(fl  myfelf,  and  indeed  my  fituation  is  rnuch 
to  be  pitied  and  diftrefling  to  myfelf.  I took 
my  prefent  fituation  in  hopes  of  doing  good, 
and  preventing  mifehief,  my  truft  is  in  provi- 
dence. I adled  always  an  honed  difititereded 
part,  and  had  the  advice  I gave  fometime  fince 
been  taken,  the  prefent  mifehief  could  never 
have  arifen.  If  I.can  retire  ta  a private  dar 
tion  again,  I will  immediately.  Mr.  Tottenr 
ham’s  refufing  to  fpeak  to  the  gentleman  I fent 

into 


“into  Rofs,  who  was  madly  (hot  by  the  fol- 
diers,  was  very  unfortunate  ; it  has  let  the  peo- 
ple mad  with  rage,  and  there  is  no  re  {training 
them.  The  perfon  I fent  in  had  private  in- 
ftrudions  to  propofe  a reconciliation,  but  God 
knows  where  this  bufinefs  will  end,  but  end 
how  it  may,  the  good  men  of  both  parties  will 
be  inevitably  ruined. 

“ I am  with  refpedt, 

“ Dear  Sir, 

“ Yours,  &c.  &c.  See. 

“ B.  B.  HARVEY.” 

Slieve-quilter^ 

June  1 798.' 

Thus  we  may  fee  Mr.  Harvey  w^’as  heartily 
tired  of  his  fituation.  While  the  rebels  re- 
mained on  this  hill,  a party  of  them  attacked 
liis  Majefty’s  gun  boat,  the  Louifa,  at  Fifher’s- 
town,  on  her  way  with  difpatches  from 
Waterford  to  Rofs  and  killed  Mr.  Robert  Hy- 
land, the  mailer  of  the  boat,  and  three  of  the 
failors  ; and  probably  would  have  taken  her, 
had  not  another  bore  up  to  her  aififtance, 
which  enabled  her  to  efcape.  They  fired  many 
{hots  at  them  with  their  great  gun,  by  which 

a few 


;i  few  cattle  only  were  killed.  On  the  loth 
of  June,  the  main  body  of  the"  rebels  left  this, 
and  encamped  that  evening  on  Lacken-hill 
within  2 miles  of  Rofs,  leaving  a ftrong  guard 
at  Slieve-quilter.  \ Here  we  fliall  leave  them, 
and  take  a view  of  their  condudl  in  Wexford, 
Vinegar-hill  and  Gorey.  ' 

Wexford  being  the  grand  feat  of  rebellion, 
I fhall  begin  here  No  fooner  was  Wexford 
in  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  than  they  began  to 
reform  the  ft  ate.  The  grand  or  national  com^ 
mittee  was  inftantly  formed,  and  alfo  the 
council  of  Five-hundred  and  council  of  Elders^ 
and  the  dwelling  of  Mr.  John  Cullimore, 
a refpedlable  merchant,  was  converted  into  a 
Senate-houfci 

All  the  Proteftants  around  the  country,  who 
did  not  efcape  when  the  army  recreated',  were 
arrefted  and  thrown  into  the  goal.  The 
priefts  and  friars  in  town  were  bufily  employ- 
ed in  baptizing  the  Proteftant  women,  and 
fuch  of  the  men  as  were  admitted  into  the  re- 
bel ranks.  They  then  gave  them  pafles  and 
protedions,  of  which  the  following  is  a copy, 
given  by  Father  John  Broe,  a friar,  to  a per- 
Ibn  whom  he  had  baptized, 

I hereby 
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I hereby  certify  that  A.  B.  of  C— in  the 
parifti  of  D — has  done  his  duty,  and  proved 
himfclf  a Catholic*’^ 

« F.  JOHN  BROE.” 

i 

Wexford,  June  21  ft,  1798. 

This  very  prieft  was  conftantly  in ' the  goal 
baptizing  ; and  after  the  battle  of  Rofs,  made 
it  his  bufinefs  to  walk  round  the  town  of  Wex- 
ford, feeking  perfons  fufficient  to  carry  a pike, 
and  forcing  them  to  repair  to  camp  ; this  is  an 
undoubted  fail.  Baptizing  the  Heretics,  w’-as 
not  confined  to  Wexford,  it  was  common 
on  Vinegar-hill,  and  through  all  the  camps  in 
the  county.  It  was  no  more  than  a temporary 
protection  while  they  were  doubtful  of  their 
caufe ; for  it  is  well  known  that  even  their  pro- 
felytes  would  have  been  put  to  death  if  they 
had  prevailed.  The  following  prote6lion  was 
given  by  Bryan  Murphy,  ♦ parifti  iprieft  of 
Taghmon: 

‘‘Mr. 

* There  were  6 priefts  of  the  name  of  Murphy,  in' the  1 
bounty  of  Wexford,  more  or  lefs  concerned  in  the  rebel-  | 
lion  : Eadmus,  Edward,  James,  Bryan,  John  and  Michael.  I 


“ Mr  .A. — B, — has  complied  with  every  con*  ^ 

\ 

“ dition  required  of  him,  and  therefore  is  to 
“ be  flopped  by  no  man.” 

‘‘  Rev.  BRYAN  MURPHY.” 

June  4th,  1798.” 

In  the  barony  of  Forth,  all  the  Proteftants 
were  ordered  to  ^ the  chapels  to  be  baptized. 
Father  Mun  Stafford,  parifh  pricfl  of  the  La- 
dy’s ifland,  ufually  had  a crowded  congrega- , 
tion.  Lady’s  ifland  'is  greatly  celebrated  for 
Its  ancient  fandlity,  by  all  of  the  popifh  per- 
fuafion  in  the  kingdom  ; therefore  they  come 
on  pilgrimage  to  it  from  all  parts  to  do  pen- 
nance,  which  confifls  in  going  round  the 
ifland  three  times,  and  repeating  their  prayers 
in  the  church-yard. 

No  fooner  had  the  rebel  fenate  fat,  than 
they  were  determined  on  the  deftrudion  of 
fuch  as  did  not  favour  their  caufe.  There 
was  one  Murphy,  a Roman-catholic,  who 
‘ had  been  gardener  to  Mr.  Edwards  of 
Ballyhire,  taken  prifoner,  and  brought  to 
Wexford  ; this  man  formerly  witneffed  againfl 
one  Dixon  a prieft,  who  was  a notorious  trai- 

P tor, 
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tor,  and  who  had  been  fentenced  to  tranfpor- 
tatlon,  for  admiiiidcring  the  United  oath  to 
feveral  perfons,  before  the  rebellion  broke  out. 
This  unfortunate  man,  was  fentenced  to  be 
fliot,  on  Sunday  the  third  of  June,  and  fuch 
was  their  deteftation  of  him,  that  in  order  to 
encreafe  the  ignominy  of  his  death,  they  had 
him  executed  by  Proteflants,  who  were  pri- 
ibners  alfo  in  the  goal.  Middleton  Robfon,  a 
gauger ; Robert  Pigott,  a furveyor  of  excife, 
and  Richard  Julian,  a gauger,  were  the  per- 
fons appointed  to  execute  the  fentence.  After 
celebrating  mafs  and  receiving  their  direblions, 
Thomas  Dixon,  a near  relation  to  the  pried, 
was  appointed  to  conduft  this  awful  bufinefs. 
He  was  the  rnoft  barbarous  man  to  defencelefs 
men,  that  ever  exifted,  but  a greater  coward 
in  battle  could  not  be.  He  had  the  prifoner 
brought  to  the  Bull-ring,  and  Mr.  Robfon  be-  , 
ing  ordered  to  fire,  the  unfortunate  man  fell 
dead  ; when  Dixon  ran  and  thruft  his  fword  in 
the  back  of  his  neck,  then  drawing  it  forth, 
held  it  up  to  the  view  of  the  mob,  defiHng 
them  to  ‘‘  Behold  the  blood  cf  a traitor.^’  At 
this  ^ time  John  Edwards^  a Prcteflant,  and 
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land-fteward  to  tlie  above  Mr,  Edwards,  was 
brought*  into  the  crowd  to  be  murdered,  but 
Dixon  to  fhew  his  hatred  to  Murphy,  “ de- 
dared  upon  his  honour  no  other  man  fhould 
“ fufFer  that  day.”  Roblbn,  Pigott,  and  Ju- 
lian were  compelled  to  drag  the  llfelefs  body 
to  the  quay  and  throw  it  into  the  river,  Rob- 
fon  and  Edwards  were  mafTacred  on  Wexford- 
bridge  the  20th  of  the  fame  month,  but  the 
other  two  efcapcd. 

Another  man  of  die  name  of  Murphy,  a Pa- 
pifl:,  who  had  given  information  againtl  fome 
United  Irifhmen,  was  brought  into  towm  on 
Friday  the  I j^th  of  June,  and  put  into  the  con- 
demned cell,  where  pricft  Broe  vifited  him. 
Mr.  Pigott,  on  his  coming  into  goal,  being 
apprehenfive  he  fhould  be*  obliged  to  fhoot 
him,  fent  for  William  Kearney,  v/ho  fuper- 
intended  the  prifpn,  told  him  his  fears,  and 
quefted  he  wo.uld  acquaint  the  committee, 
that  he  would  not  be  executioner  for  any 
defcription  of  ipen— defiring  to  be  tried  for 
any  charge  they  had  againft  him,  as  he  would 
rather  fuffer  death,  than  live  on  fuch- terms. 
Whereupon  Jonas  Gurley,  a hatter,  Kinnieth 
P 2 Ma^^thews, 


Matthexvs,  toll-gatherer  on  the  bridge,  and 
Charles  Jackfon,  cancer  and  gilder,  three 
Proteftants,  and*  prifoners,  were  ordered  to 
execute  him.  * On  monday  the  i8th  of  June, 
he  was  led  out  for  execution,  and  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  multitudes  of  unfeeling  rebels,  fuffer- 
ed  on  the  other  fide  of  the  bridge.  The  pri- 
foners were  remanded  back  to  prifon,  and  on 
the  20th  of  June,  Gurley  and  Matthews  were 
maffacred,  the  former  on  the  bridge,  being 
tortured  with  pikes,  and  the  latter  in  the  goal- 
yard.  Jackfon  fortunately  efcaped. 

Liberty  was  written  in  large  letters  on 
moil  doors  in  Wexford,  and  many  of  the  win- 
do>vs  adorned  with  green  branches.  Every 
evening  alfo,  crowds  flocked  round  the  prifon 
door,  demanding  entrance,  that  they  might 
murder  the  Proteftants,  who  they  faid,  eat  up 
all  the  provifions  in  town.  William  Kearney 
Iiov/ever  behaved  tolerable  to  the  prifoners ; 
Patrick  Furlong  alfo,  who  was  fuperintendant 
at  the  market-houfe,  where  were  48  prifoners, 
tho’  he  often  reproached  them  for  their  here- 
tical principles,  gave  them  enough  of  po- 
tatoes, 
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tatoes,  brown  bread,  and  putnfied  meat.  The 
goal  and  market-houfe  not  being  fufEclent, 
the  barrack  alfo  was  converted  into  a prifon; 
fur  the  number  of  male  Proteftants  deftined 
for  the  daughter,  amounted  to  260  ! Matthew 
Keughe  was  appointed  governor  of  Wexford. 

It  has  been  obferved  in  the  beginning  of 
this  Hiftory,  that  there  was  no  military  force 
in  this  county,  fave  part  of  the  North  Cork 
militia,  whofe  head  quarters  was  Wexford. 
Lord  Kingfborough,  who  was  colonel  of  the 
regiment,  being  in  Dublin  when  the  rebellion 
broke  out,  haftened  to  join  them,  taking  with 
him  a reinforcement  of  the  Dunbarton  fenr 
cible  infantry,  with  two  battalion  guns.  On 
their  coming  to  Bray,  they  were  informed  that 
the  rebels  were  in  force  at  Newtown-Mount- 
Kennedy,  in  the  county  of  Wicklow ; they  ac- 
cordingly marched  on  there  to  attack  them, 
which  they  did  on  the  30th  of  May,  and  de- 
feated them,  leaving  a number  killed  on  the 
field.  Lord  Kingfborough  proceeded  to  Wick- 
low, and  hearing  there,  that  the  communica- 
tion from  that  to  Wexford  was  totally  ftoped, 

he 


lie  determined  to  wait  for  the  Dunbarton  fen- 
cibles,  and  fend  an  exprefs  by  fea  to  Wexford, 
to  order  the  garrifon  to  hold  out,  and  that  he, 
with  a ftrong  reinforcement,  would  inarch  to 
their  afliftance  as  fpeedily  as  poflible.  ■ Mr. 
Woodroofe,  a Revenue  officer,  and  a few  other 
chofen  men  were  ordered  on  this  expedition, 
and  embarked  immediately.  On  coming  into 
the  harbour  of  Wexford,  to  their  aflonifhment, 
they  perceived  the  rebel  flags  flying  in  all 
parts  of  the  town,  it  being  in  pofTeflion  of  the 
infurgents.  The  rebels  nianned  one  of  their 
cruizers,  and  purfued  Mr*  Woodroofe  and  his 
companions,  till  they  came  in  fight  of  the 
Welfh  coaft^  when  they  gave  over  the  purfuit. 
Mr.  Woodroofe  and  his  companions  with  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  and  fatigue  got  into  Wick- 
low the  next  morning  : Lord  Kingfborough 
came  to  Arklow,  and  n,ot  thinking  the  rebels 
had  pofTeflion  of  Wexford,  topk  a fifhing-boat 
there,  and  failing  towards  Wexford,  w^as  met 
by  the  cruizer  that  purfued  Mr.  Woodroofe, 
and  taken  prifoner.  He  was  landed  in  Wex- 
ford, and  fo  little  did  the  rebels  refpedl  his 
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rank,  tli^c  they  confined  him  in  a common 
dram-lliop,  where  he  -was  daily  expofed  to 
repeated  iiifults  from  the  rabble. 

On  Sunday  the  loth  of  June,  the  following 
proclamation,  which  was  printed  the  day  be- 
fore, was  read  from  the  altar,  and  a moft  live- 
ly exhortation  was  delivered  by  Father  Roche, 
chaplain  to  bilhop  Caulfield,  in  which  he  told 
the  pike-men,  that  they  would  be  all  murder- 
ed if  they  did  not  fucceed,  defiring  them 
at  the  fame  time  to  make  no  more  profelytes, 
as  they  could  not  be  fincere. 


PROCLAMATION, 

OF  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE 

COUNTY  OF  WEXFORD. 

Whereas,  it  ftands  manifeftly  notorious, 
that  James  Boyd,  Hawtry  White,  Hunter 
Gowan,  and  Archibald  Hamilton  Jacob,  late 
magiflrates  of  this  county,  have  committed  the 
moft  horrid  a<3:s  of  cruelty,  violence  and  op- 
preffion,  againft  our  peaceable  and  well  affed- 
ed  country-mea  2 Now  we  the  People,  ailb- 
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ciatedandunited  for  the  purpofe  of  procuring 
our  juft  rights,  and  being  determined  to  pro- 
tedl  the  perfons  and  properties  of  thofe  of  all 
religious  perfuafions  who  Have  not  opprefled 
us,  and  who  are  willing  with  heart  and  hand 
to  join  our  glorious  caufe,  as  well  as  to  fhew 
our  marked  difapprobation  and  horror  of  the 
crimes  of  the  above  delinquents,  do  call  on 
our  countrymen  at  large,  to  ufe  every  exertion 
in  their  power  to  apprehend  the  bodies  of  the 
aforefaid  James  Boyd,  &c.  &c.  &c.  and  to  fe- 
curc  and  convey  them  to  the  goal  of  Wexford, 
to  be  brought  before  the  Tribimal  of  the 
People^'* 

Done  at  Wexford, this  ()tbday  of  Jujie,  lygSf 
GOD  SAVE  THE  PEOPLE.” 


The  perfons  mentioned  in  this  proclamation, 
were  gentlemen  of  refpedlable  charaders,  and 
dlftinguifhed  loyalty,  who  had  apprehended 
feveral  United  Irifhmen,  and  lodged  them  in 
the  county  goal  fome  time  before  the  rebellion 
broke  out,  and  for  which  they  received  the 
public  thanks  of  the  county. 
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The  rebels  now  made  no  fecret  of  their 
United  Oaths.  The  following  were  printed 
by  order  of  the  council,  for  direcling  the  af- 
fairs of  the  people  of  the  county  of  Wexford, 


Oaths  to  bo  taken  by  the  United  Army  in  the 
mojl  public  and  fokmn  manner. 

TEST  OATH. 

“ I,  A. — B. — do  voluntarily  declare,  that 
I will  perfevere  in  endeavouring  to  fprm  a 
brotherhood  of  affedlion  among  Irifhmen  of 
every  religious  perfuafion ; and  that  T will 
alfo  perfevere  in  my  endeavours  to  obtain  an 
equals  full  and  adequate  reprefentation  of  all 
the  people  of  Ireland.  I do  further  declare 
that  neither  hopes,  fears,  rewards,  or  punifh- 
ments,  fliall  ever  induce  me  direclly,  or  in- 
diredlly,  to  inform  on,  or  give  evidence  againft 
any  member  or  members  of  this  or  fimilar  fo- 
cieties,  for  any  adl  or  expreffion  of  theirs,  done 
or  made  colledlively  or  individually,  in  or  out 
of  this  fociety,  in  purfuance  of  the  fpirit  of 
this  obligation.” 

So  help  me  God.” 
Q_  PRIVATES 
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PRIVATES  OATH. 

” I,  A. — B. — do  folemnly  and  fincerely 
fwear,  and  take  God  and  his  only  Son  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  to  witnefs,  that  I will  at  all 
' jtimes  be  obedient  to  the  commands  of  my 
officers  5 that  I am  ready  to  lay  down  my  life 
for  the  good  of  my  country  ; that  I have  an 
averfion  to  plunder^  and  to  the  fpilling  of  in- 
nocent blood  ; that  I will  fight  courageoufly 
in  the  field,  and  have  mercy  where  it  can  be 
given ; that  I will  avoid  drunkennefs,  as  tend- 
ing to  diforder  and  ruin ; that  I will  endeavour 
to  make  as  many  friends  and  as  few  enemies  as 
poffible  ; that  above  all  I detefl  cowardice,  and 
that  I will  look  upon  him  aS  an  enemy,’  who 
will  {land  back  in  the  time  of  battle.” 

So  help  me  God.” 
OFFICERS  OATH*  • 

In  the  awful  Prefence  of  God,  who  knows 
the  hearts  and  thoughts  of  all  men,  and  calling 
my  country  to  witnefs,  I,  A.— B,- — officer  in 
the-T — —do  folemnly  fwear,  that  Ido  'notcon- 
fider  my  life  my  own,  when  my  country  de- 
mands it ; that  I confider  the  prefent  moment 
. ' _ . calls 


calls  for  a proof  of  the  fincerity“of  that  fenti- 
ment,  and  I am  ready  and  defirous  to  ftand  the 
teft,  and  do  aver,  that  I am  determined  to  die 
or  lead  to  vidlory ; and  chat  ajl  my  adllons 
lhall  be  directed  to  the  prc>fpericy  of  the  cc^m- 
nion  caufe,  uninfluenced  by  any  inferior  mo- 
pve;  and  I further  declare  my  utter  averflon 
to  all  alarmifts,  union-breakers,  and  cowards, 
and  my  refpedl  and  obedience  to  the  com-^ 
mauds, of  my  fupeiior  officers.” 

‘‘  So  help  me  God. 

Done  at  the  GonnciUchamher  in  Wexford^ 

“ June  the  14/^,  1798. 

By  order  of  the  Council^ 

V ' » B.  B:  HARVEY,  Preftdent. 

‘‘  NICHOLAS  GRAY,  Secretary  f 
It  appears  by  the  above  publication,  that 
Mr.  Harvey  fat  as  prefident,  after  he  was  de- 
pofed  of  his  command. 

There  was  another  oath  taken  by  the  Pa- 
pifts,  which  the  difafFedled  Proteftants  and 
PreflDyterians,  knew  nothing  of ; this  was  called 
the  Black  Tejly  and  was  as  'follows ; 

. “ Every  loyal  Irifh  Proteftant  Heretic,  I fhall 
“ rnurder,  and  this  I fwear.” 

0^2  §uch 
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Such  as  bound  themfclves  under  this  oath, 
had  a pais-word,  by  which  they  knew  each 
other  any  where  they  fhould  meet.  This  pafs- 
word  was  the  initials  of  the  feveral  wi^ords  in 
the  oath,  and  no  individual  knew  this  but 
fuch  as  were  fw^orn.  ‘‘  Eliphifmatis^''  was  the 
pafs-word. 

At  Gorey  the  rebels  had  a furprifing  large 
camp,  from  whence  they  made  various  excurfi- 
ons  through  the  country  in  fearch  of  Proteft- 
ants,  whom  on  difcovery,  they  forced  from 
their  homes,  and  confined  in  the  aflembly- 
room  over  the  market-houfe.  In  this  religi- 
gious  hunt,  there  was  no  refpedt  paid  to  old 
age  : among  many  of  this  defcription  were 
William  Bryan  of  Coolook,  near  Ballycanow, 
aged  yc,  and  William  Atkinfon,  of  Curra- 
clough,  near  Wexford,  aged  8o.  Such  of  the 
Proteftants  as  could  efcape,  availed  themfelves 
of  the  opportunity,  and  fled  from  various  parts 
to  the  fortified  towns.  Arklow  gave  flielter  to 
hundreds  of  thefe  poor  refugees,  and  the  town 
of  Wicklow  to  no  lefs  than  one  thoufand  and 
fixty  ! Many  who  could  not  leave  their  fami- 
lies 
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lies  were  in  a pitiable  fituation ; day  after  day 
were  the  men  torn  from  the  arms  of  their  be- 
loved wives  and  children,  or  diftradled 
mothers  and  lifters,  and  murdered  before 
them.  The  widow  Carley,  near  Caftle-bridge, 
and  the  widow  Grindly,  near  Kilmuck-bridge, 

r 

are  woeful  witnefles  of  this  melancholy  truth. 

/ Whil^  the  camp  continued  at  Gorey,  all 
manner  of  abominations  were  committed  in 
it ; and  as  it  fwarmed  with  wonaen  of  ill-fame, 
they  fet  no  bounds  to  their  lewdnefs ; and  yet, 
fuch  was  the  blindnefs  of  their  minds,  as  to 
imagine,  that  the  extraordinary  fine  weather 
which  continued  fo  long,  was  fent  by  the  Al- 
mighty to  favour  their  caufe ; they  would  fay, 
God  is  on  our  fide,  the  heretics  have  had  do- 
minion  long  enough,  but  our  time  is  now 
“ come.”  It  was  alfo  their  opinion,  that  no 
rain  would  fall,  until  they  had  finally  conquer- 
■ ed.  Alas  ! what  ignorance  and  delufion,  ibl-- 
low  profanenefs  and  fuperftition. 

Tho'  they  were  expert  at  the  pike,  which  ia 
general  was  from  9 to  14  feet  long,  they 
fcarcely  knew  any  thing  of  the  mufquet; 

often 
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often  Tvhen  they  cocked  their  pieces,  Ahcy 
knew  not  how  to  uncock  them  again.  They 
would  labour  to  pufh  down  the  flint,  and  if 
it  did  not  yield,  would  (houlder  their  mufquet 
and  march  with  it  in  that  dangerous  fituation  | 
and  often  on  their  marches,  has  their  great 
ignorance  of  military  exercife,  nearly  proved 
fatal  to  theuTifelves.  It  has  been  known  like- 
wife,  that  in  battle  they  have  beenfo  unlkil- 
ful,  or  inattentive,  as  when  loading,  to  bite 
the  ball  end  of  the  cartridge.— Such  was  the 
wretched  crew  that  formed  the  camp  at  Gorey« 

At  length  they  began  to  think  they  were 
too  long  inadiiye,  and  knowing,  that  could 
they  force  Arklow,  it  would  open  a communi- 
cation with  the  county  of  Wicklow  and  Kil- 
dare rebels,  and  thereby  prepare  the  way  for 
an  immediate  attack  upon  Dublin,  refolved 
to  make  an  attempt  j but  fearing  they  had  not 
fufficienc  ftrength,  meffengers  were  fent  to 
Wexford  and  Vinegar-hill,  for  reinforcements, 
while  couriers  were  fent  round  the  country, 
ordering  all  perfons  to  repair  to  camp  without 
delay. 


On 


On  the  8th  of  June,  the  rebels  fent  a picquet 
to  Coolgreny,  where  they  iaw^  a party  of  the 
army  reconnoitring ; they  returned  imniediate- 
ly  to  Gorey,  with  information,  that  a large 
body  of  the  kings  troops  were  on  their  march 
towards  the  town.  In  confequenceof  this,  the 
prifoners  (48  in  number)  were  ordered  up  to 
camp,  to  be  malTacred  ; but  providentially  for 
them,  Bagnel  Harvey’s  proclamation  from 
Carrig-burnc  arrived,  which  for  that  time 
fruftrated  their  bloody  defigns.  They  were  ac- 
cordingly remanded  back  to  prifon. ' Advices 
having  been  received  in  the  evening,  that 
Arklow  was  very  weak  with  regard  to 
military,  it  was  deemed  the  moft’ptudent  plan 
to  attack  it  the  following  day. 

Early  the  next  morning  (June  the  9th)  the 
camp  was  crowded  from  every  part  of  the 
country,  and  mafles  were  celebrated  by  the 
priefts.  After  this  ceremony,  fome  of  the  re- 
bels, irritated  at  not  being  permitted  to  mafla- 
cre  the  prifoners,  melted  a great  quantity  of 
pitch,  and  befmearing  the  infide  of  caps  made 
of  coarfe  linen  and  brown  paper,  put  them 
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cn  aliiiofl  ail  the  prifoners  heads*  About 
1 2 o’clock  they  marched  for  Arklow,  34,000' 
ftrong  ! with  three  pieces  of  cannon,  under  the 
command  of  Anthony  Perry  5 Efmond  Kyan 
being  captain  of  the  artillery.  When  they 
had  arrived  within  two  miles  of  Arklow,  they 
were  ordered  to  halt  by  John  Hay,  one  of  their 
captains,  and  having  placed  their  gun*men 
in  the  front,  and  the  pike-men  to  charge  in 
the  rear,  they  were  ordered  to  proceed ; but 
they  evinced  the  moft  diforderly  difpofition 
imaginable ; for  their  officers,  John  Hay, 
Efmond  Kyan,  Dick  Monk,  Thomas  Dixon, 
William  and  Garret  Byrne,  were  obliged  to 
drive  them  along  before  them,  and  in  this 
manner  they  proceeded  towards  Arklow. 

Had  the  rebels  made  their  appearance  two 
days  before,  in  all  probability  they  w^ould  have 
carried  the  tov/n  ; but  fortunately  reinforce- 
ments arrived  from  - Dublin,  which  much 
ftrengchened  it,  and  quieted  the  fears  of  the 
inhabitants.  The  garrifon  confifted  of  detach- 
ments of  the  5th  and  9th  dragoon  guards,  An- 
cient Britiih  fencible  cavalry,  a fmall  detach- 
ment of  the  Royal  Irifh  artillery,  Durham  fen- 
cible 


cible  infantry,  detachment  of  the  Dambartoa 
fencible  infantry,  Cavan  battalion,  detach- 
ments of  the^Armagh,  Antrim’,  North  Cork; 
and  Londonderry  militia;  . alfo  North  and 
South‘Arklow  cavalry,  Camolin  cavalry,  Go- 
rey  cavalry,  Coolgreny  and  Caftletown  caval- 
ry, and  a number  of  loyalifts  in  coloured 
clothes,  making  in  the  whole  about  1500  mem 
Major  general  Needham  being  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  garrifon,  i 

About  % o’clock  advice  was  received,  that 
the  enemy  were  approaching  the  town ; this 
was  fo  little  credited,  that  the  garrifon  which 
had  been  ordered  under  arms,  was  juft  going 
to  be'  difmifled,  when  a dragoon  came  gallop-^, 
ping  into  the  town  with  intelligence  from  cap- 
tain Elliot  of  the  Antrim  militia,  that  the  re- 
bels were  at  hand.  Immediately*  the  drums 
beat  to  arms,  the  trumpets  founded,  and  the 
troops  fle’w  to  their  different  ftatiohs,  and 
preparations  were  made  to  receive  the  enemy* 

Major  general  Needham'drew  up  his  forces 
in  a moft  judicious  manner.  The  Cavan  bat- 
talion with  fome  yeomen  infantry,  under  the 
R CQmmand 
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command  of  colonel  Maxwel,  extended  a line 
from  the  center  of  the  town  to  the  Fifhery  ; on 
the  left  was  the  fea.  On  the  right  the  Dur- 
ham fencibles  were  drawn  in  front  of  thek 
encampment,  with  two  field-pieces  j detach- 
ments of  the  Armagh  and  others  were  placed 
on  the  right  of  the  Durham,  at  the  high  road^ 
and  the  Antrim  with  fome  other  detachments^ 
and  all  the  loyalifls  in  coloured  clothes,  were 
ftationed  in  the  barrack.  The  dragoons,  An- 
cient Britons,  and  yeomenry  corps,  were 
ftationed  beyond  the  bridge,  on  the  Dublin 
road. 

When  the  rebels  advanced  to  the  Charter- 
fchool,  (capt.  Elliot  having  retreated  into  town) 
Efmond  Kyan  drew  the  cannon  to  the  right, 
on  an  eminence  that  commands  the  town. 
The  army  being  drawn  up  as  before  de- 
feribed,  the  Dumbarton  fencibles  were  ordered 
out  in  front  of  the  Armagh,  to  line  the  ditches 
on  each  fide  of  the  road,  where  the  rebels  were 
advancing.  Thus  was  the  army  fituated 
when  the  rebels  made  their  appearance,  with 
their  green  flags  flying ; they  fired  on  the  Dum- 

barcons. 
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bartons,  which  was  briflcly  returned  ; when 
they  had  exchanged  about  a dozen  rounds,  the 
Dumbartons  received  orders  to  retreat,  and 
ioin  the  Armagh,  which  ivas  done  with  feem- 
ing  confufion.  About  this  time  the  rebels  fet 
fire  to  the  town  in  many  places,  in  order  to 
annoy  the  army  with  the  fmoak,  but  the  Al- 
mighty caufed  the  wind  to  Ihift,  fo  that  they 
were  confounded  in  their  own  devices.  On 
the  retreat  being  ordered,  the  rebels  purfued 
with  loud  huzzaing,  and  one  of  their  officers 
waving  his  hat,  called  out,  “ my  boys  come* 
“ on,  the  town  is  our  own,’^  but  he  fuddenly 
found  himfelf  furrounded  by  foldiers,  his  horfe 

was  (hot,  and  hiinfelf  wounded,  bn  which  be 

• • ^ 

fell  as  tho’  flain ; when  in  a little  time  curiofity 
conftraining  him  to  look  about,  he  was  per- 
ceived, and  inftantly  -fliot  de^.  The  rebels 
prefled  after  him,  but  on  receiving  a dreadful 
fire  of  .mufquetry  and  grape  fbot,*  they  fell 
back  a confiderable  diftance.  They  then  ex-* 
tended  in  a long  line  in  front  of  th^  Dnrhath^s, 
void  of  military  difeipline,  in  order  to  turn  the 
left  flank ; but  the  foldiers  keeping  up  an  in- 
ceflant  fire,  they  could  not their  defign 
R % into 


into  execution.  Some  of  the  rebel  mufqueteers 
getting  under  the  fhelter  of  the  ditches,  an--' 
noyed  the  army  very  much,  while  their  field- 
pieces  played  briflcly  on  the  town,  but  ferjeant 
Shepherd,  of  the  Royal  Irifli  artillery,  (who  was 
taken  prifoner  at  the  Three  Rocks)  being  oblig- 
ed to  manage  the  cannon,  elevated  them  fo 
high,  that  the  balls  went  over  it ; and  once 
having  loaded  with  grape,  he  turned 
the  gun  a little  on  one  fide,  and  fwept  away 
above  30  of  the  rebels.  Dick  Monk  obferv- 
ing  this  tranfadlion,  gallopped  up,  and  would 
iiave  killed  him,  had  not  Efmond  Kyan  re- 
folutely  interpofed,  infilling  it  was  the  army 
cannon  that  did'  the  execution.  Kyan  hav- 
ing ordered  ferjeant  Shepherd  to  load  with 
round  fhot,  and  demolifh  the  town ; rode 
elfewhere ; but  Shepherd  watching  his  op- 
portunity loaded  again  with  grape  knowing  it 
could  do  no  injury  ; and  this  he  did  as  fall  as^ 
poflible  during  Kyan’s  abfence,  that  he  might 
wafte  the  ammunition.  Dick  Monk  and  John 
Hay,  being  fully  convinced  all  was  not  right, 
went  to  watch  the  execution  from  their 
cannon,  and  found  he  was  not  favouring 

their 


their  caufe  while  loading  with  grape,  obliged 
him  to  load  with  round  (hot,  but  the  balls  flew 
a mile  beyond  the  town,  on  which  Kyan  level- 
ed the  cannon  himfelf,  and  one  of  them  in 
fuch  diredlion,  that  the  ball  fmaftied  the  car- 
riage of  one  of  the  Durham  guns  to  Ihivers, 
and  another  ftruck  the  top  of  the  inn. 

Another  column  of  the  rebels  attempted  to 
gain  the  lower  end  of  the  town  by  the  beach, 
but  here  they  met  with  a defperate  charge 
from  the  cavalry,  headed  by  the  brave  colonel 
Sir  Watkin  Wynne.  They  then  proceeded 
in  great  force  to  a paflage  that  led  to  the  cen- 
ter of  the  town,  but  it  being  well  guarded  by 

i 

only  a ferjeant  and  iQ,  men,  they  were  defeat- 
ed in  this  manoeuvre  alfo.  Some  of  them  at- 
ten^pted  to  ford  the  river,  but  there  inevitable 
death  awaited  them. 

Prieft  Murphy,  of  Ballycanow,  flopped  in 
Coolgreny  : on  going  towards  Arklow,  he  met 
many  of  the  rebels  retreating  ; he  drove  them 
before  him  to  the  battle  again,  telling  them 
he  would  beat  them  with  the  dufl  of  the  road. 
He  proceeded,  and  on  his  advancing  with  a 

large 


132 


large  party,  in  order  to  take  a cannon  ftation- 
ed  near  the  barrack,  his  bowels  were  torn  out 
with  cannifler  fhot.  The  rebels  that  followed 
him  fled  from  that  quarter,  fwearing  the 
priejl  himfdf  was  down  I The  heat  and  bur- 
then 

^ The  following  articles  of  Popifh  faith  were  found  in  tho 
pocket  of  Prieft  Murphy,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Arklow.  § 

I,  When  we  afTemble  we  crofs  ourfelves,  faying,  <«We 

acknowledge  thefe  our  articles  in  the  prefence  of  Chrift’s 
“ Vicar,  our  Lord  God  the  Pope,  and  in  the  prefence  of  the 
V holy  Primates,  Blfliops,  Monks,  Friars  and  Friefts.” 

2d,  We  acknowledge  they  can  make  Vice  Virtue,  and 
Virtue  Vice,  according  to  their  pleafure.  Falling  flat  on 
their  faces,  they  proceed  in  this  manner  fpeaking  to  the 
Hoft,  and  faying,  Holy,  glorious,  and  admirable  Hoft, 

we  acknowledge  it  according  to  our  good  father  the  pope, 

we  muft  all  fall  down  before  the  great  effigy  of  our  L©rd 
“ pod  Almighty,’^ 

3d,  We  acknowledge  the  fupremacy  of  the  holy  father 
the  Lord  God  the  Pope,  and  that  he  is  Peter’s  fucccflbr  m 
the  chair. 

4th,  We  acknowledge  that  Peter  has  the  keys  of  Heaven, 
and  that  he  will  receive  thofc  only  who  acknowledge  his 
fuprcrnacy. 

5th,  We  are  bound  to  believe  there  can  be  no  falvatlon 
out  of  our  holy  church. 

6th,  V/e  are  bound  to  believe,  that  the  late  holy  raaflacre 
was  lawful,  and  juftly  put  into  execution  againft  Proteftants, 
and  that  we  fhould  continue  the  fame  as  long  as  we  can  do 
it  with  fafety  to  ourfelves. 

§ Thofe  articles  have  alfo  appeared  in  the  laft  editiou  of 
Veri  Die  us. 


^33 


then  of  the  action  fell  on  colonel  Skefrit,  of 
the  Durham  ; whofe  valiant  condudl  this  day 

was 

7th,  Wc  are  bound  to  curfe,  ring  the  bells,  and  put  out 
the  candles  four  times  in  each  year  on  Heretics. 

8th,  We  are  bound  to  believe  that  Heretics  can  never  be 
faved,  unlefs  they  partake  of  that  holy  facramcnt,  Extreme 
UnOion. 

9th,  We  are  bound  to  believe,  that  thofe  who  elope  from 
our  holy  religion^arc  under  the  power  of  the  Devil,  whom 
Heretics  follow. 

loth.  No  faith  is  to  be  kept  with  Heretics,  tho*  bound  by 
the  moft  facred  oaths  ; for  fays  our  holy  father,  they  have 
followed  damnation,  and  Luther  and  Calvin. 

iith.  We  are  not  to  believe  their  oaths,  for  their  prin- 
ciples arc  damnation, 

1 2th,  We  are  bound  to  drive  Heretics  out  of  the  land 
with  fire,  fword,  faggot,  and  confufioh  ; as  our  holy  father 
' fays,  if  their  herefy  prevails  we  are  ftill  to  become  their 
flaves.  Oh ! dear  father,  keep  us  from  that.  (Here  the 
holy  water  is  ihaken,  and  they  fay  the  Hail  Mary  three 
times.) 

15th,  We  are  bound  to  abfolve  without  any  reward,  all 
thofe  who  imbrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  Heretics 

14th,  We  arc  bound  to  believe  that  Chrift’s  Vicar,  our 
Lord  God  the  Pope,  can  abfolve  all  men  (Heretics  excepted,) 
and  has  given  the  like  power  to  all  his  inferior  Clergy. 

15th,  We  are  bound  to  believe  all  the  articles  command- 
ed by  our  holy  church. 

1 6th,  We  are  bound  to  believe  the  Virgin  Mary  has  more 
honour  in  heaven,  than  any  of  the  Angels. 

17th,  We  are  bound  to  pray  to  the  holy  Angels,  that 
they  may  pray  for  us. 

i8tbj 
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was  admirable.  Colonel  Max  wel  of  the  Ca- 
van, adled  in  the  moft  fpirited  and  determined 
manner,  as  did  all  the  officers  and  men. 

The 

i8th,  We  are  bound  to  believe  In  the  holy  crofs,  holy 
water,  holy  fpittlc,  holy  earth,  holy  bones,  holy  people, 
and  beads  ; and  that  they  are  to  be  ufed  on  certain  occafions. 

19th,  We  are  bound  to  celebrate  the  holy  mafs  in  latin, 
having  ourfelves  clothed  in  a holy  veftment  and  fhirt,  bearing 
the  holy  crol's  on  our  fhoulders,  fignifying  we  arc  the  vfry 
Chrifl:, 

20th,  We  are  bound  to  believe  every  time  mafs  is  cele- 
brated there  is  an  expiatory  for  the  living  and  the  dead. 

2 1 ft.  We  are  bound  to  believe  there  are  four  places  of 
Purgatory,  viz.  Limbus  Infantum,  Limbus  Patrum,  Mea- 
dows of  Eafe,  and  Purgatory. 

2 2d,  We  are  bound  to  believe  that  Chrift  was  three  days 
in  Limbus  Infantum,  where  the  fouls  of  holy  fathers  go,  till 
they  get  a pafs  with  them  to  the  holy  Peter. 

23d,  We  are  bound  to  believe,  that  the  fouls  of  children 
unbaptized,  go  to  the  Limbus  Infantum,  until  original  fin  is 
well  paid  away,  by  the  help  of  holy,  mafles  faid  to  them. 

24th,  We  acknowledge  the  fouls  of  Chriftians  go  to  Pur- 
gatory, and  remain  there  till  we  pray  them  out  of  it,  that 
they  may  have  the  power  to  walk  the  meadows  of  Eafe  with 
fafety,  till  it  pleafes  holy  Peter  to  open  the  gates  of  glory  for 
them,  where  no  Heretic  fhall  ever  enter. 

25th,  We  arc  bound  to  keep  Lent,  according  to  our  Cler- 
gy^s  pleafure,  and  to  maintain  the  work  of  fuperorogation. 

26th,  We  arc  bound  to  acknowledge  the  Lake  in  the 
North  to  be  holy,  called  Lough  Darragh. 

27th,  We  are  bound  to  pray  to  no  other  Saint  on  that  day, 
only  them  to  whom  it  is  dedicated* 

28th, 
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The  engagement  continued  from  four  till 
half  paft  eight,  at  which  time  the  rebels  retreat- 
ed back  to  Gorey.  The  military  flood  to  their 
arms  till  four  next  morning,  when  they  cafl 
up  entrenchments  round  the  camp,  expedling 
another  attack. 

It  was  dreadful  to  view  the  field  of  battle  ; 
men  and  horfcs  lay  dead  together ; heads 
and  limbs  were  ftrewed  over  the  fields.  It  is 
thought  that  not  lefs  than  looo  rebels  could 
have  fallen  that  day.  Of  the  army  there  fell  - 

S only*  ’ 

i8th,  We mufl: baptise  bells,  and  confecrate  chapels,  and, 
no  man  to  enter  into  the  holy  office  of  a prieft,  only  he  who 
is  known  to  be  a man  after  the  harlot  Joan. 

29th,  We  maintain  feven  facraraents  eflential  to  falvation, 
VIZ.  Baptifm,  Ucharift,  Penance,  Extreme  Un£tion,  Holy 
Orders,  and  Matrimony. 

30th,  We  maintain  we  can  tranfubftantiatf  the  bread  ^ 
and  wine  into  the  real  body  and  blood  of  Chrift. 

31ft,  We  believe  that  Heretics  eat  their  kind  of  faci^ment 
to  their  eternal  damnation. 

32d,  We  believe  that  Chrift  is  every  where,  but  efpecially 
in  our  church. 

33d,  We  maintain  we  cannot  know  any  thing  without 
being  in  danger  of  judgment. 

34, th.  We  maintain  that  Heretics  have  neither  the  will  of 
the  Prophets  nor  of  Chrift. 

35th,  Wc  acknowledge  that  the  Rofary  of  Saint  Bridget 
is  to  be  faid  once  a weekj  and  laftly,  that  our  holy  churiffi 
can  never  err.  ' - 
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only  captain  Knox  of  the  Gaftletown  cavalry 
and  two  of  his  men  in  charging  the  rebels, 
I ferjeant,  6 privates  of  militia  killed,  and 
about  20  wounded. 

Lord  Mount  Norris  and  fome  of  his  troop  in 
viewing  the  fcene  of  aClion,  found  the  body  of 
the  perfidious  prieft  Murphy,  who  fo  much 
deceived  him  and  the  country ; being  exafpe- 
rated,  his  Lordftiip  ordered  his  head  to  be 
ftruckoff,  and  his  body  to  he  thrown  into  a 
hpufe  that  was  burning,  exclaiming,  let  his 

body  go  where  his  foul  is  !”  This  unhap- 
py man  declared  to  his  deluded  flock,  that  he 
could  catch  the  bullets  and  ward  them  off  at 
his  pleafure.  ^ 

The  rebels  in  their  retreat  to  Gorey  were 
fo  mad  with  ferjeant  Shepherd ; that  it  was 
with  the  greateft  difliculty  Efmond  Kyan  could 
fave  him  from  falling  a facrifice  to  their  fury.  J 
They  arrived  in  Gorey  late  in  the  evening, 
bearing  with  them  fevefal  hundreds  pf  the 

wounded. 

* There  were  three  prlefts  that  boafted  of  this  power^ 
Jphn  Murphy,  Michael  Murphy,  and  Philip  Roche. 

J Serjeant  Shepherd  has  efcaped,  and  his  extraordinary 
fortitude  and  fervices,  deferves  to  be  noticed  by  his  country. 
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wounded.  Prieft  Murphy  of  Boolavogue  met 
them  retreating,  and  told  them  he  knew  they 
would  be  defeated,  yet  they  would  not  take 
his  advice.  After  this  they  were  more  mo- 
derate to  their  prifoners.  On  Wednefday 
following,  captain  Redmond,  however  nephew 
to  prieft  Redmond  of  Ferns,  had  them  tried  ; 
thofe  condemned  were  fent  to  Wexford  goal, 
but  them  acquitted  were  compelled  to  go  to 
their  camp.  While  the  rebels  remained  in 
Gorey,  they  Ihewed  great  averfion  to  the 
church,  by  breaking  the  windows  aind 
other  wife  injuring  it.  They  had  an  intole- 
rable hatred  to  Proteftant  prayer-books ; all 
they  could  get,  they  tore  to  pieces ; even  car- 
ried the  leaves  of  the  church  Bible  on  their 
pikes,  fhouting,  ‘^Behold  the  French  colours 
alfo,  to  compleat  their  impiety,  and  their 
contempt  of  the  eftablifhed  religion,  they  put 
two  Proteftants  to  death  in  the  aifle.  In  other 
parts  they  made  faddles  of  the  Bibles,  and  fb 
rode  about  on  them  ! In  fhort  they  continued 
exercifing  every  kind  of  wickednefs  till  the 
:9th  of  June,  when  they  marched  for  Vine- 
gar-hill. ' , 

S a Vinegar 
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Vinegar-liill  being  in  the  vicinity  of  Ennif- 
corthy,  I fliall  juft  advert  to  that  battle,  before 
I take  notice  of  the  cruelties  committed  on 
it. 

When  the  attack  became  general  and  the 
army  began  to  give  way,  many  treacherous 
inhabitants^  who  from  the  preceding  day  till 
then,  had  put  up  Orange  cockades  (the  diftin- 
guifhed  emblems  of  loyalty,)  immediately 
pulled  them  down,  and  taking  advantage  of 
the  confufion,  turned  their  arms  upon  the 
army,  and  fired  on  them  from  houfes,  lanes, 
and  gateways,  in  the  mofl:  advantageous  part 
of  the  town.  There  fell  however  of  the  re- 
bels about  500;  of  the  army,  yeomenry,  and 
volunteers,  not  more  than  between  30  and  40. 

The  rebels  being  now  encamped  on  Vine- 
gar-hill,  and  having  pofleffion  of  the  town, 
they  planted  the  Tree  of  Liberty,  fhouting, 
“ Vive  la  Republique,  and  Erin  go  Braugh.” 
Here  the  work  of  blood  began,  and  continued 
tvery  day  more  or  lefs  for  25  days  ; a dreadful 
fpecimen  of  what  might  be  expedled  from 
fuch  a government.  One  day  they  were  fo  dia- 
bolical as  to  murder  all  theProteftants  they  had, 

and 


^39 

and  not  fatlsfied  herewith  fent  to  Wexford  for 
more,  and  every  day  parties  ranged  the  coun- 
try, dragging  forth  all  they  could  find,  to  fatiate 
their  thirft  for  blood.  The  fcarcer  they  grew, 
the  longer  the  poor  vidlims  were  kept  in  tor- 
ment. On  the  ift  of  June,  a Proteftant  that 
efcapfed,  by  the  interpofition  of  a rebel  captain, 
being  in  the  old  wind-mill,  the  place  where  the 
condemned  were  put,  he  faw  a man  fitting  on 
the  ground  there,  with  only  a piece  of  ragged 
blanket  covering  him— his  eyes  were  picked 
out  of  their  fockets,  his  tongue  cut  out,-  his 
head  and  body  fwelled  to  an  enormous  degree, 
and  covered  with  ulcers.  Not  thinking  he 
was  alive  till  the  poor  fufferer  gave  a heart- 
piercing groan,  the  prifoner  was  ftartled,  and 
exclaimed,  “Good  God  ! what  miferable  objecfl 
“ is  that !” — He  was  anfwered  by  one  of  the 
guards,  that  he  was  under  flow  punifhment. 
This  was  verified  on  oath,  f 

It  has  been  remarked,  that  none  of  the  rebels 
were  fo  blood-thirfty,  as  thofe  that  were  moft 
religious,  and  conftant  attendants  at  the  Popifh 
ordinances } the  drunken  and  carelefs  fort  had 

the 
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the  greateft  lhare  of  good  nature  ; it  is  a certain 
truth,  that  thofe  favages  never  had  fo  many 
mafles,  nor  ever  prayed  fo  much,  as  during 
their  month  of  ufurpation,  efpecially  on  their 
battle  days ; then  all  the  old  men,  women  and 
children,  betook  themfelves  to  the  ave  martas^ 
Uc.  and  when  parties  of  two  or  three  hundred 
would  go  round  the  country  burning  all  the 
Proteftant  houfes,  they  generally  fell  on  their 
knees  as  foon  as  they  fet  them  on  fire. 

After  they  had  finifhed  murdering  the  lot 
or  party  deftined  for  the  day,  they  were  af- 
fembled  by  a crier,  thro’  the  camp  and  the 
town,  when  he  proclaimed  the  following 
harangue : 

« SHELMALIER  & SHELBURNE, 

to  prayers,  three  paters,  and  three  aves  to  be 
offered  to  God  and  the  blcffed  Virgin  Mary, 
for  our  glorious  caufe ; for  the  further  difper- 
fion,  and  extirpation  of  all  Heretics  ; for  our 
glorious  church  militant  on  earth,  and 
triumphant  in  heaven.  Kneel  down  and  kifs 
the  ground,  our  captain  has  flain  a man.” 

A large 
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^ A large  tub  of  water  was  then  brought, 
which  one  of  the  priefts  immeaiately  blefl'ed, 
ordering  the  rebels  to  kneel  round  about,  he 
with  a whilk  of  heath  or  broom  fprinkled  them 
with  the  water,  repeating  the  words  of  the 
Pfalmift  over  and  over,  “ Thou  fhalt  purge 
“ me  with  hyfop,  and  I ftiall  be  clean ; Thou 
‘‘  {halt  walh  me,  and  I {hall  be  whiter  than 
fnow.”  * 

A Proteftant  on  whofe  veracity  I can  depend, 
furnilhed  me  with  an  account  of  his  captivity 
on  this  hill ; he  was  made  a prifoner  by  the 
rebels  on  Whitfun-monday.  The  following 
is  his  narrative. 

‘‘  When  I came  to  the  prifon  door,  I was 
feized  by  the  bread,  and  thrown  in  among  the 
reft  of  the  prifoners,  where  I remained  in  the 
deepeft  forrow  and  afHidlion,  believing  death 
inevitable,  as  I was  among  the  condemned. 
Seeing  a man  who  had  been  piked  the  evening 
before,  with  figns  of  life,  (it  feems  from  this 
he  was  left  for  dead)  in  the  prifon,  Eis  coat 
being  off,  his  fhirt  and  breeches  covered  with 
a cake  of  blood,  and  his  cheeks  full  of  holes, 

**  which 
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wich  were  made  by  their  abominable  pikes  ; 
drawing  near  him  I enquired  what  happened 
him  ? he  told  me  he  had  been  piked  the  evening 
before,  and  had  crept  in  from  among  the  dead 
which  lay  before  the  door,  to  avoid  the  heat  of 
the  fun..  Looking  out  of  the  door,  Ifaw  the 
rebels  leading  up  a prifoner,  whom  they  foon 
after  {hot  j looking  out  of  the  other  door  alfo,  * 
I faw  as  near  as  I can  judge  between  30  and  40 
lying  dead  about  three  yards  diftance,  fome  of 
' whom  1 knew,  being  in  confinement  with  me, 
and  one  of  them  was  my  brother-in-law. 
Shortly  after  a man  coming  in  under  pretence 
of  fearching  our  pockets  for  arms,  robbed  us 
of  all  we  Lad,  and  went  away.  Then  came 
that  fanguinary  monfter,  Luke  Byrne,  of 
Oulard,  who  kept  a brewery  in  Enniicorthy, 
and  enquired  how  many  prifoners  were  con- 
demned ; being  told  twenty-feven,  he  anfwer- 
ed,  if  any  one  can  vouch  for  any  of  the  pri- 

foners  not  being  Orange-men,  I have  no  ob- 
“ jedlion  they  fhould  be  difcharged,”-r-no  one 
returned  an  anfwer.  He  then  faifi,  “ is  there 

“ no 

* To  all  Wind-mills  there  are  two  doors,  one  oppofitc 
the  other. 
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“ no  one  to  fpeak  ?” — no  anfwen  He  then  or- 
dered fix  guns  to  be  brought  to  each  door,  in- 
tending to  defcroy  us  at  once,  and  not  fpend  tivp 
night  in  watching  over  us.  The  guards  know-7 
ing  they  would  be  in  danger  of  killing  each. 
‘ other,  obtained  permiilion  from  Byrne  to 
bring  us  out,  and  ftioot  us  one  .by.  oiie- 
We  were  then  ordered  to-  kneel  down,  and 
each  of  us  to  be  brought  out  in  our  turn. 
Three  rebels  flood  at  the  door  with  piftols  .in 
their  hands,  and  fllll  as  the  prifoners  w^e 
brought  out  and  placed  on  their  knees,  they 
were  Ihot'"  and  thrown  among  the  dead.  Three 
of  them  expedling  they  fhould  efcape  death, 
by  renouncing  the  Proteftant  religion, , and 
turning  Papifts,  called  for  the  prleft.  ^ John 
Murphy  immediately  arrived,  and  laying  his 
hands  on  their  heads,  repeated  fome  prayers 
in  Latin.  Scarce  were  his  hands  off  their  heads 
I when  one  of  the  executioners,  who  had  a 
grudge  to  one  of  the  prifoners,  fired  at  him ; 

I the  ball  entered  the  unfortunate  man’s 

! car  and  killed  him  ; he  was  carried  off  and  iet 

I , fall  among  the  dead  I being  the  next,  was 
brought  to  the  door  ; a rebel  calling  me  by  my 

T 


I 

I 
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name,  caught  the  attention  of  one  of  the  cap- 
tains, whofe  name-fake  I happened  to  be  ; this 
was  fortunate  for  me,  as  my  life  was  provi- 
dentially fpared  by  this  circumftance.  A 
man  named  Thornton,  a refident  of  Wexford, 
was  fhot  at  this  inftant,  but  the  next  man 
that  was  brought  out,  broke  through  the 
crowd,  and  ran  about  17  perches,  when  he 
was  met  by  a rebel,  who  with  a fcythe,  fevered 
his  head  from  his  body,  fo  that  it  hung  down 
on  his  breaft  ; in  an  inftant  feveral  pikes  were 
faftened  in  him,  and  I faw  him  no  more.  The 
prieft  walked  away  as  unconcerned,  as  if  no 
murder  had  taken  place.  Out  of  the  27 
prifoners  only  three  efcaped ; viz.  Hendrick, 
who  lived  near  Clondau,  William  Bennet, 
who  lived  near  Ennifcortby,  and  myfelf.” 

As  T obferved  before,  when  the  Proteftants 
grew  fcarce,  they  kept  them  the  longer  in  tor- 
ments before  they  difpatched  them,  by  fcourg- 
ing  them  with  lafhes  made  of  brafs  wire,  and 
twifted  in  whip  cord  ; George  Stacy,  who  re- 
ceived 250  lafhes,  and  a Mr.  Whitney,  with 
feveral  others,  can  witnefs  to  the  truth  of  this. 

" ' But 


But  they  did  not  flop  here;  piking  them 
but  not  mortally,  was  frequently  done  for  the 
purpofe  of  keeping  them  in  mifery.  Some- 
times have  they  chofen  a (lone,  with  one  end 
fmall  and  the  other  large,  and  putting  the  fmall 
end  into  the  mouth  of  the  expiring  vicflim, 
would  damp  on  it  with  the  heel  of  the  flioe, 
till  his  jaws  were  extended  to  the  utmoft. 
This  barbarity  was  inflidled  on  Henry  Hatton, 
deputy  .portrieve  of  Ennifcorthy,  and  many 
others* 

It  is  faid  that  not  lefs  than  400  Proteftants 
were  maffacred  in  Ennifcorthy,  and  on  Vine- 
gar-hill ; the  bodies  of  whoni  lay  unburied 
feveral  days  ; and  fuch  was  the  cruelty  of  the 
rebels,  that  they  would  not  fuller  their  female 
friends  to  perform  the  laft  adl  of  humanity, 
nor  even  look  at  them,  on  pain  of  death  ; and 
to  increafe  the  horror  of  this  fcenc,  the  fwiric 
were  fuffered. to  prey  upon  naany  of  them, 
and  feveral  alfo,  through  the  uncommon 
beat  of  the  weather,  were  reduced  to  fuch 
a date  of  putrefadlion,  that  at  length  they 
b.ccanie  offenfive  to  their  murderers,  who 
< T 2 drew 


drew  them  to  th,e  water-fide,  where  they  cover- 
ed many  with  the  land,  and  threw  others  into 
the  river,  in  which  they  floated  to  and  fro  with 
the  tide,  a long  time  after. 

From  this  fatal  hili,  tliefc  fangninary^wretch- 
es,  very  deiiberately  went  off  in  plundering 
parties,  and  brought  with  them  horfes  and 
cars,  to  convey  back  the  property  of  their 
Proteftant  neighbours.  They  went  to  the 
houfe  of  Edward  Hawkins,  of  Ballycourfey,  a 
man  well  known  to  be  of  the  mod  ready  and 
obliging  difpofition  towards  the  lower  order 
of  the  people.  They  firlt  called  for  fomething 
to  eat  and  drink,  and  after  they  had  fatisfied 
themfelves  with  fuch  as  the  houfe  afforded, 
they  tore  him  out  of  the  arms  of  his  beloved 
wife,  who  was  upwards  of  6o  years  old,  (and 
; had  loft  her  fight  about  a year  before)  and 
notwithftanding  all  her  tears  and  entreaties, 
they  inftantly  murdered  him  at  his  own  hall 
door  ! then  loading  their  cars  with  every  thing 
valuable  in  the  houfe,  fet  it  on  fire,  and  left 
the  poor  old  woman  to  grope  her  way  out, 
thro’  the  midft  of  the  fire  and  fmoak ! Not 

fatisfied 
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fansfied  with  this,  they  moO-  inhumanly 
murdered  four  of  Iier  fons, — a fifth  fell  in 
the  battle  of  Ennifcorthy,  the  ^SthofMay. 

They  alfo  went  to  the  houfe  of  one  Crofhea, 

\ 

in  the  parifh  of  Rofdroit,  fet  fire  thereunto, 
and  as  he  endeavoured  to  efcape  fhot  him. 
His  three  fons,  who  lay  concealed  in  a bog, 
near  the  houfe  two  days,  were  at  length  dif- 
covered,  and  brought  to  a gravel  pit  not  far 
diftant ; here  the  falfe-hearted  rebels  promiled 
to  fpare  their  lives  if  they  made  a difcovery 
of  arms,  the  hope  of  which  induced  them  to 
give  the  information  they  defirell ; but  hav- 
ing obtained  it,  they,  obliged  them  to  (land 
arm  in  arm,  until  they  were  fired  at  by  word 
of  command.  The  three  brothers  inftantly 
fell,  and  were  dragged  like  dogs  to  a pit,  into 
which,  (notwithftanding  their  being  ftill  alive) 
they  were  caft  by  thefe  cruel  and  deceitful 
men,  and  covered  with  fuch  a quantity  of 
earth,  as  rendered  it  impoffible  for  them  to 
raife  it.  The  poor  afHidled  mother  came  in 
the  anguifti  of  her  foul  to  fcek  for  her  children, 
but  the  rebels  with  great  coolnefs,  fhewed  her 
where  they  lay,  telling  her  Ihe  might  make 

herfelf 
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herfelf  eafy  as  they  were  already  buried  for  her. 
In  fhort  they  hardly  left  a Proteftant  houfe 
in  the  parifli  of  Rofdroir,  that  they  did  not 
burn,  nor  fcarce  a Proteftant  they  could  lay 
hands  on,  that  they  did  not  murder.  In  other 
parts  of  the  county,  fome  Proteftants  remained 
at  home,  and  fought  protedlion  from  their  Po-- 
pifti  neighbours,  but  here  no  afylum  for  a 
Proteftant  could  be  founds  nay,  they  would 
fcarce  permit  a prifoner  to  pafs  through, 
without  having  the  pleafure  of  thrufting  a 
pike  at  him,  to  which  they  were  farther  ex- 
cited by  the  hope  of  an  eternal  reward.  They 
faid  they  would  let  the  women  and  children 
live,  as  they  might  become  true  chriftians, 
having  no  heretics  to  proteft  them* 

That  the  rebels  were  not  only  deftitute  of 
faith,  btit  likewife  of  gratitude  when  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  their  religion  required  it,  may  appear 
from  the  following  tragical  relation : Mr. 
George  Hornick,  a wealthy  inhabitant  of  the 
parifh  of  Kill-Anne,  fome  years  ago  gave  pri- 
vilege to  have  a Popifh  chapel  built  on  his 
ground,  and  made  it  as  convenient  as  poflible 

to 
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to  the  congregation,  by  making  paiTes  thro’ 
every  part  of  his  land  to  it.  Yet,  he  was  not 
{hewn  the  fmalleft  favour  for  his  liberality  ; 
for  having  in  the  year  1774,  withftood  an  at- 
tack made  upon  his  houfe  by  a party  of  men, 
then  known  by  the  name  of  White-boys, 
■ :vvhich  with  the  alfiftance  of  his  only  brother, 
he  beat  off,  after  killing  three  of  them  ; as 
foon  as  the  rebellion  broke  out,  this  was  re- 
membered, and  his  neighbours  firft  dcfign  was 
upon  him.  Priefl:  Roche,  of  Poul-pearfy,  ac- 
cordingly headed  a body  of  thefe  infurgents, 
and  proceeded  to  the  houfe  of  the  Rev.  John 
Richards  of  faid  pariffi,  to  demand  him  and  all 
the  Proteftants  who  had  taken  refuge  there. 
The  houfe  being  well  adapted  for  defence, 
they  refolved  not  to  furrender.  Roche  then 
told  them  if  they  would  deliver  Hornick  to 
him,  all  the  reft  fhould  be  fpared.  They  re- 
fufed — upon  which  he  rode  off,  threatning  to 
bring  cannon,  and  to  level  the  houfe  to  the 
ground.  In  the  interim  Hornick  and  his  com- 
panions with  difficulty  effedlcd  their  efcape  to 
Rofs.  Hornick  had,  however,  two  fons  living 
in  Ennifeorthy,  one  a clergyman,  and  the 

other 


other  an  apprentice  to  an  apothecary ; thefe 
‘unfortunately  fell  into  their  bloody  hands  and 
were  murdered.  The  circumftances  attending 
the  death  of  the  latter,  are  fo  diftreffing,  I can- 
not help  relating  them.  On  his  being  taken 
by  the  rebels,  they  prevailed  on  him  to  write 
to  his  father  for  his  arms  and  to  inform  him 
that  he  was  an  hoftage  till  they  fhould  be  fent, 
but  thefe  ferocious  monfters,  knowing  nothing 
of  truth,  gratitude  or  compaffion,  would  not 
wait  the  father’s  anfwer,  but  led  him  forth  to 
the  flaughter.  They  ftiot  him,  piked  him, 
ilripped  him  naked,  and  threw  him  among  the 
dead.  Some  life  flill  remaining,  he,  under 
cover  of  the  night  ftole  off  the  hill,  and  made 
home  to  his  father’s  place ^ in  hopes  of  meeting 
his  family,  but  alas!  they  were  gone  and  the 
houfe  burned  : he  then  hoped  to  meet  fome 
humanity  amongft  his  neighbours,  but  there 
was  no  fuch  thing  ; for  as  foon  as  they  perceiv”- 
ed  him  wounded  and  naked,  they  brought  him 
to  a gravel  pit  in  the  aforefaid  bloody  parifh 
of  Rofdroit,  and  there  murdered  him  in  the 
moft  barbarous  and  favage  manner.  His 

uncle 


uncle,  Philip  Hcrnick,  was  one  of  thofe  who 
fuffered  by  their  cruel  hands  in  ^ the  barn  at 
Scollabogue, 

It  is  not  a little  extraordinary  that  fome 
parifhes  were  more  bloody  than  others ; for 
inftance,  the  parifhes  of  Killegny,  Chappel, 
and  Templeodican,  had  not  a Proteftant  man 
killed  in  them,  nor  a houfe  burned  or  plun- 
‘ dered,  nor  one  profecuted  for  any  criminal 
adl  during  the  rebellion.  Whether  to  impure 
it  to  the  mild  difpofitions  of  the  priefts  of 
thofe  parifhes,  (as  they  mofl  certainly  had  a 
foreknowledge  of  the  bufinefs,)  or  to  the  in- 
habitants themfelves,  we  muft  leave  the  world 
to  judge ; for  thefe  parifhes  were  joined  by 
thofe  of  Rofdroit,  Adam’s-town,  Kill- Anne, 
Clonmore,  and  New-bawn,  where  no  Proteft* 
ant  was  fpared.  That  thefe  atrocities  were 
not  winked  at  by  the  all-feeing  eye  ofhea-^^ 
ven,  may  appear  from  the  following  relation : 

During  the  rebellion,  a man,  named  Patrick 
Darcy,  went  into  the  houfe  of  James  Sherlock, 
of  Ennifeorthy,  dragged  out  his  father  William 
U Sherlock, 
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Sherlock,  a (man  above  6o  years  old,)  and 
murdered  him  in  the  ftreet.  After  the  rebel- 
lion, Darcy  was  apprehended  for  the  murder, 
and  committed  to  Wexford  goal.  On  the 
night  of  the  9th  of  November  following,  his 
wife,  who  was  permitted  to  deep  with  him 
in  his  cell,  faw  in  the  middle  of.  the  night 
the  appearance  of  an  old  man  coming  in  ; the 
was  fo  much  alarmed,  that  the  awoke  her 
hufband ; who  when  he  beheld  the  apparition, 
gave  a violent  fcreech,  and  immediately  took 
ill,  from  which  time  he  laboured  under  a very 
burthened  mind  until  he  died,  which  happen- 
ed in  a few  days  after.  This  I had  from 
the  goaler,  while  Darcy  was  waking.  In 
Ennifeorthy,  as  well  as  in  Gorey,  they,  tore 
the  infide  of  the  church  to  pieces  and  left 
nothing  ftanding  but  the  walls  \ the  bell  they 
took  up  to  the  hill  which  ferved  them  to  ring 
an  alarm. 

Edward  Roche  of  Garrylough,  took  upon 
himfelf  the  rank  of  general,  he  was  a notorious 
rebel,  but  had  not  the  charadler  of  a murder- 
er ; he  iffued  the  following  p>roclaination, 
which  was  printed  and  circulated  thro’ 
the  country.  T>car 
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Dear  tellow-CitlzenSj 

‘‘  The  world  with  aftonifliment  beholds, 
and  future  ages  will  record,  the  wonderful 
and  brilliant  vicflories  achieved  by  men  almoll: 
wholly  unacquainted  with  military  tadlics, 
and  hardly  able  to  find  men  to  lead  thpm  on 
to  conquer.  But  what  force  is  there  can 
withftand  the  arms  of  citizens  fighting  for 
liberty  ! — You  fee  that  by  our  exertions,  al- 
moft  the  whole  county  is  ' in  our.pofleffion  ; 
yet,  but  a few  more  ftruggles,  .and  the  day  is 
our  own.  Your  brethren  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom  have  only  been  waiting  for  the 
fignal,  and  you  foon  will  fee  them  flocking  to 
the  ftandard  of  liberty  by  thoufands.  Una- 
nimity is  what  I have  chiefly  to  recommend 
to  you,  w:ith  fubprdination  and  fpeedy  ober 
dience  to  the  commandsVof  your  officers,  by 
which  means  you  will  infure  fuccefs,  and  foon 
will  fee  the  downfal  of  that'  government 
which  has  long  been  tottering  under  the 
weight  of  its  own  crimes  andi  enormities,  and 
under  the  torture  and  burthen  of  which  you 
have  fo  long  groaned;  but,. at  the  fame  time 
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let  me  beg  6f  you  to  be  particular  in  your 
condudl  towards  your  prifoners ; remember, 
numbers  whom  you  have  in  your  poflelTion 
-may  not  be  guiity  through  principle,  but 
through  nccefficy;  remember  that  they  may 
have  been  forced  to  appear  againft  us,  for  the 
fake-  of  getting  their  bread,  when  their  hearts 
have  been  with  us  ; remember  that  this  is  not 
a war  for  religion,  but  for  liberty;  that  there 
are  a great  number  of  great  men,  who  are 
Proteftants,  who  wilh  well  to  the  caufe  in 
which  we  are  engaged.  Let  the  fpeech  of  the 
Proteftant  bifhop  of  Down,  in  the  Irifti  houfe 
of  Lords,  when  the  famous  Roman-catholic 
bill  was  fent  in,  never  be  forgotten,  but  fink 
deep  in  all  your  breafts.” 


« EDWARD  ROCHE, 
General  of  the  United  Army  of  the 
County  of  Wexford^  in 


Vini  The  Caufe  of  Liberty^ 


After  the  battles  of  Rofs,  Newtown-barry, 
and  Arklow,  the  rebels  loft  all  hopes ; for  had 
they  gained  Rofs,  all  the  county  of  Kilkenny, 
and  that  of  Waterford  would  have  joined  them. 
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nor  could  all  the  miUrary  force  in  thefe  coun- 
ties have  flopped  their  progrefs,  until  they 
had  them  completely  in  fubjedlion ; and  had 
they  been  vidlorious  at  Arklow,  nothing  could 
have  prevented  their  march  to  Dublin,  (there 
being  no  military  force  in  Wicklow,)  where 
multitudes  of  rebels  were  only  waiting  for  the 
. figoal,  and  had  they  reached  Dublin,  the  fate 
of  that  citv  mufthave  been  awful;  notvvith- 
ftanding  the  gallantry  of  the  yeomen,  who 
were  ready  for  all  alarms,  and  conftantly  on 
duty  like  the  oldeft  veterans,  until  the  noble 
militia  of  England,  whp  volunteered  in  our 
country’s  caufe,  came  to  their  relief. 

While  general  priefl  Roche,  who  lay  at 
Lacken-hill,  near  Rofs,  was  making  a vaft  fum 
of  money  by  the  fale  of  his  prote6iion$y  the 
committee  and  commanders  in  Wexford,  re- 
ceived orders  from  the  county  of  Kilkenny, 
for  feveral  thoufand  pikes,  as  another  attack 
upon  Rofs  was  in  agitation.  The  plan  was 
this : a body  of  the  Kilkenny  rebels  was  to 
attack  the  town,  from  the  Kilkenny  fide,  while  ^ 
thofe  ofl  Wexford  were  to  pour  into  it,  and 

put 


put  the  whole  garrifon  to  the  fword ; accord- 
ingly every  preparation  was  made  for  this 
grand  attack,  and  further  orders  were  dif- 
patched  to  the  Direftory  in  Wexford,  to  fend 
in  the  Barony  of  Forth  rebels,  who  had  fled 
thro’  cowardice  from  the  camp,  after  the  bat- 
tle of  Rofs.  The  committee  not  being  able  to 
comply  with  their  requeft,  returned  the  fol- 
lowing anfwer  to  general  prieft  Roche : 

June  i6th,  179?, 

Dear  Citizen^ 

‘‘We  fhall  at  all  times  be  anxious  to  com- 
ply with  your  wifties ; we  have  before  us  a 
meflage  from  citizen  Hughes,  exprefling  your 
wufli  to  have  all  the  men  in  Forth  and  Bargy  in 
your  camp ; taking  that  demand  in  its  full 
extent,  we  cannot  comply  with  it,  there  are 
-many  reafons  againfl  it;  for  inftance,  the 
protection  of  the  coaft,  provifions,  &c.  We 

have  however,  now  ilTued  orders,  defiring  all 

\ 

unmarried  men  to  repair  to  camp  immediate- 
ly ; we  did  fo  before,  but  they  were  not  fully 
obeyed  ; at  the  prefent  time  particular  obedi- 
ence will  be  enforced,  and  we  truft  you  will 

“ fhortly 
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ftiortly  find  at  your  camp  a number  of  frefli 
young  fellows,  as  well  appointed  and  provided 
as  our  beft  efforts  can  accomplifh ; and  we 
trull  you  will  find  in  them  the  means  of  gra- 
tifying your  wifhes  on  the  fubjedf.  We  wifli 
you  every  fuccefs  in  our  glorious  caufe.” 

Health  and  Fraternity. 

“ By  order  of  the  Council^ 

« NICHOLAS  GRAY,  Secf 

“ Council  Chamber y 1 
‘‘  Wexfordr  \ 

P.  S.  The  appearance  of  the  armed  vef- 
fels  off  our  coaft,  will  enforce  the  neceflity  of 
keeping  the  married  men  at  home,  until  a frefh 
occafioii  calls  upon  them,” 

The  garrifon  of  Rofs  having  fome.  intima- 
tion of  the  rebels  intentions,  furrounded  the 
town  with  barriers,  and  put  themfelves  in  a 
much  better  (late  of  defence  than  before.  The 
Rofcommon  regiment  of  militia,  and  a brigade 
under  the  command  of  Brigadier  general 
Moore  arrived,  which  fo  much  llrengthened 
the  garrifon,  that  they  bid  defiance  to  any  at- 
tack the  United  array  could  make. 

On 


On  the  19th  of  June  the  garrifon,  confifl- 
ing  of  about  7000  men,  under  the  command 
of  major  general  Johnfon,  marched  for  Lack- 
en-hill,  the  Loyal  and  Glengary  Cheihire  fcn- 
cibles  arriving,  and  taking  the  town  guard* 
The  morning  being  hazy  impeded  their  march 
fo  that  they  did  not  arrive  at  the  hill  till  nine 
o’clock*  The  rebels  perceiving  the  army  ap- 
proaching, fled  towards  Wexford,  and  en- 
camped at  the  Three  Rocks.  The  flank  com- 
panies and  Hompefch’s  huffars  loon  mounted 
the  fummit  in  purfuit  of  the  flying  horde, 
where  they  took  a vaft  quantity  of  plate,  lead, 
provifions,  and  fome  of  their  guns,  which 
they  could  riot  conveniently  carry  off  in  their 
precipitate  retreat.  The  army  encamped  that 
night  at  Old  Rofs,  where  they  hanged  feveral 
rebels  which  they  had  picked  up  in  their 
march. 

When  news  was  brought  to  Wexford,  that 
the  rebel  army  had  fled  from  Lacken-hill  to 
die  Three  Rocks,  they  were  thrown  into  ter- 
rible confternation  ; the  rebels  crowding  thro’ 
the  ftreets,  the  fhops  and  windows  were  or- 
dered 
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ordered  to  be  fliut,  but  in  about  an  hour  all 
was  quiet  again.  The  next  morning  the  re- 
bels left  the  Three  Rocks,  and  repaired  to 
Long  Graige,  near  Fookes’s-mill,  to  attack 
general  Moore’s  brigade,  who  had  that  evening 
encamped  there,  by  order  of  major  general 
Johnfon.  General  Moore  ordered  a ftrong 
detachment  under  the  command  of  lieutenant 
colonel  Wilkinfon,  to  patrole  towards  Tintern 
and  Clonmines,  with  a view  to  fcour  the  coun- 
try, and  to  communicate  with  the  troops 
major  general  Johnfon  ordered  to  join  him 
from  Duncannon  Fort.  Lieutenant  colonel 
Wilkinfon  returning  without  any  intelligence 
of  them,  and  defpairing  of  their  arrival,  gene- 
ral Moore  began  his  march  to  Taghmon,  about 
three  o’clock  in  the  evening.  The  rebels  from 
the  time  they  left  their  camp  on  the  Three 
Rocks,  were  greatly  reinforced,  infomuch 
that  their  column  extended  4 miles,  filling  the 
road  all  the  way  1 They  marched  on,  boaft- 
ing  of  their  ftrength,  and  expreffing  their  de^ 
fire  to  be  up  with  the  army.  Scarce  had  ge- 
neral Moore  marched  half  a mile,  when  he 
faw  the  rebels  advancing  towards  him,  and 
X knovang 


knowing  he  fhould  have  a warm  aifllon,  pre- 
parations were  made  to  receive  them,  tho’  his 
force  fcarcely  bore  comparifon  with  regard  to 
numbers.  Having  made  the  proper  difpofition. 


he  fent  his  advanced  guard,  conGfting  of  two 
rifle  companies  of  the  both  regiment  to  fkir- 
raifli  with  them  ; whilfl  a howitzer  and  a fix- 
pounder,  were  drawn  to  a crofs  road  above 
Goffe’s-bridge,  where  fome  companies  of  light 
infantry  formed  on  each  fide  of  them,  under 
lieutenant  colonel  Wilkinfon.  The. rebels  at- 
tempted to  attack  thefe,  but  were  repulfed  by 
fuch  a tremendous  fire  of  mufquetry  and 
grape-fliot,  as  made  them  fly  in  confufion 
over  the  bridge ; while  thefe  were  flying  a large 
body  moved  towards  the  left  wing,  but  major 
Aylmer,  and  afterwards  major  Daniel,  with 
five  companies  of  light  infantry,  and  a fix- 
pounder,  were  detached  againft  them.^  The 
both  regiment  finding  no  more  oppofition  in 
front,  had  of  themfeives,  inclined  to  the  left, 
to  engage  the  body  that  was  attempting  to 
turn  that  wing;  here  the  aclion  was  ^ery 
bloody,  the  rebels  confiding  in  their  num- 
bers, and  being  fo  well  armed  with  pikes  and 
■ ■*.  mufquets. 
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aiufqucts,  maintained  an  obftlnate  fight.  The 
conflict  was  fo  fharp,  that  general  Moore  was 
himfelf  doubtful,  who  would  keep  the  field  ; 
for  the  flower  of  his  brigade  could  not  come 
into  adion,  being  obliged  to  guard  the  ammu-  » 
nition  and  baggage.  A party  of  the  rebels 
perceiving  Hompefch’s  huflars  bearing  down 
on  them,  drelTed  in  green,  (which  was  their 
uniform,)  fome  of  them  huzzad  to  the  reft, 
thinking  that  their  friends  were  coming  to 
their  affiftance,  but  they  were  foon  to  their 
coft,  convinced  of  their  miftake.  After  a le- 
vere  conflidl  of  four  hours  and  an  half,  the 
rebels  difperfed  and  fled  ; the  chief  part  to 
Vinegar-rbill  and  Wexford,  with  intelligence 
of  their  defeat.  The  enemy’s  lofs  could  not  be 
fully  afceriaincd,  as  the  dead  lay  fcattered  over 
a confiderable  tradl  of  land ; and  had  the 
fituation  of  the  country  adinicted  of  a charge 
from  the  cavalry  in  their  retreat,  many  hun- 
dreds more  would  have  fallen:  major  Daniel 
was  the  only  officer  killed.  General  Moore 
^took  poft  on  the  field  of  battle  that  night,  (it 
being  too  late  for  him  to  proceed  to  Taghmon,) 
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where  he  was  reinforced  by  the  2d,  and  29th 
regiments,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Dal- 
houfie.  \ 

The  garrifon  of  Arklow,  confifting  of  the 
Cavan  battalion,  Durham  fencibles,  detach- 
ments of  the  Armagh,  Londonderry,  Antrim, 
and  Tyrone  militia;  Dumbarton  and  Suffolk 
fencibles,  with  detachments  from  the  Ancient 
Britiih  fencible  cavalry,  5th  and  9th  dra- 
goon guards,  and  20  each,  from  all  the  yeo- 
men cavalry  ftationed  in  Arklow ; in  all  about 
3800  brave  fellows,  under  the  command  of 
major  general  Needham,  were  on  the  19th 
of  June,  put  in  motion,  for  the  purpofe  of  at- 
tacking the  rebel  camp  on  Gorey-hill ; but 
they,  hearing  of  the  approach  of  the  army, 
abandoned  the  hill,  like  their  brethren  at 
Lacken,  and  fled  with  precipitation  to  Carra- 
grewa,  where  they  encamped  that  night,  and 
the  next  day,  flew  with  greater  hafte  to  Ennif- 
corthy  and  Vinegar-hilL  The  troops  from 
Arklow,  quartered  that  night  in  Gorey,  where 
they  found  various  articles  of  value,  which 
the  rebels  in  their  hurry  left  behind  them ; 

alfo 
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alfo  a howitzer,  and  a fliip-gun  which  were  or- 
dered to  be  fpiked.  They  took  fome  prifoners 
in  Gorey,  among  whom  was  prieft  Francis 
Kavanagh,  who  was  proved  on  the  court-mar- 
tial of  a rebel  the  day  before  in  Arklow,  to  be 
a moft  difaffedled  man,  tho^  one  of  the  oldeft 
and  moft  refpedlable  of  his  clafs  in  the  county. 

The  next  ixiorning  the  troops  marched  for 
Oulard,  taking  with  them  prieft  Kavanagh, 
who  was  there  difcharged,  thro’  the  inter- 
ference of  fome  neighbouring  gentlemen.  Such 
a gallant  army,  accompanied  with  fo  much 
cannon,  ammunition-waggons,  baggage,  and 
bread  cars,  pafling  through  the  country,  ter- 
rified the  rebel  inhabitants  to  fuch  a degree, 
that  they  fled  as  faft  as  poflible  towards  Vine- 
gar-hill.  The  army  encamped  at  Oulard 
that  night,  during  which,  they  received  or- 
ders from  the  commander-in-chicf,  lieutenant 
general  Lake,  to  repair  to  Vinegar-hill,  as  it 
was  his  intention  to  attack  it  the  next  morn- 
ing. 

Vinegar-hill  was  now  the  only  refuge  of  the 
rebels,  and  from  the  ftrengch  of  its  fituation. 


It 
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it  was  fuppofed  by  them  to  be  impregnable. 
They  certainly  were  of  opinion,  that  all  the 
troops  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  would  not 
be  able  to  diflodge  them.  However,  on  the 
evening  of  the  20th  of  June,  they  were  roufed 
on  beholding  his  Majefty’s  forces  advancing 
in  two  diredtions  : A column  from  Rofs  un- 
der the  command  of  majors  general  Johnfon 
and  Euftace,  encamped  on  the  right  of  the 
hill  about  one  mile  diflance.  The  rebels  fee- 
ing this,  alfeft  ed  a kind  of  courage,  and  vaunt- 
ingly  cried,  " They  are  not  a breakfaft  for  us, 
“ we  will  foon  put  them  to  flight.”  Accord- 
ingly they  advanced  with  a field-piece,  and  a 
column  of  mufqueteers,  as  tho’  they  would 
carry  all  before  them,  A fkirmifti  took  place, 
but  no  lives  were  loft,  for  the  rebels  were  afraid 
to  go  too  near,  and  general  Johnfon  knew  his 
duty  too  well,  to  remove  from  his  ftation  till 
the  appointed  time.  Another  column  com- 
manded by  lieutenant  general  Dundas,  en- 
camped about  two  miles  from  the  hill,  on  the 
left  of  the  Slaney,  fupported  on  the  right  by 
another  column,  commanded  by  majors  gene- 
ral Sir  James  Duff  and  Loftus.  During  the 

night. 


night,  the  column  under  general  Needhamto  ok 
ftatioh  on  another  fide  of  the  hill,  and  all  the 
field  officers  were  employed  in  reconnoitring 
and  forming  a plan  for  attacking  the  enemy 
the  next  morning.  Here  for  a while  we  fliall 
leave  them,  and  take  a view  of  the  melancholy 
fcenes  exhibited  in  the  town  and  on  the  bridge 
of  Wexford. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  the  Proteftant  women 
in  Wexford  received  the  heart-rending  intel- 
ligence that  all  the  prifoners  were  to  be  mur- 
dered the  next  day.  That  night  alfo,  one  of 
them  while  fitting  alone  in  filent  forrow,  heard 
the  death-bell  toll  as  loud  as  ever  fhe  heard  it, 
and  much  more  awful. 

The  next  morning,  the  never  to  be  forgotten 
20th  of  June  ! Thomas  Dixon  rode  to  the  goal 
door,  and  fwore  that  not  a prifoner  fhould  be 
alive  againft  fun  fet  fthen  rode  into  the  ftreet, 
repeating  the  fame  with  horrid  imprecations, 
adding,  that  not  a foul  fhould  be  left  to  tell 
“ the  tale.”  Good  God  ! howfhall  I proceed  ? 
neither  tongue  nor  pen  can  defcribe  the  dif- 
mal  afpecS  of  that  melancholy  day — a day  in 

which 
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which  the  fun  did  not  fo  much  as  glimmer 
through  the  frowning  heavens.  The  town 
bell  rung,  and  their  drums  beat  to  arms,  to 
alTemble  the  rebels  for  the  purpofe  of  joining 
thofe  at  the  Three  Rocks,  in  order  to  march 
againft  general  Moore’s  brigade.  In  the  even- 
ing Thomas  Dixon  affembled  the  murdering 
band,  and  immediately  hoifted  that  harbinger 
of  deftruftion,  the  Black  Flag^  which  had  on 
one  fide  a bloody  crofs,  and  on  the  other,  the 
initials — M.  W.  S.  that  is,  ‘‘  Murder  without 
fin,”  fignifying,  that  it  was  no  fin  to  mur- 
der a Proteftant.  It  was  an  awful  fight  to 
fuch  prifoners  as  underftood  the  dreadful 
fignification  of  thofe  letters.  Having  paraded 
fome  time  to  give  more  folemnity  to  the  feene, 
the  poor  Proteftants  who  were  confined  in  the 
goal  and  prifon-fhip,  were  led  forth  to  the 
{laughter — They  were,  conduced  under  a 
ftrong  guard  of  unrelenting  furies  to  the 
bridge,  piked  to  death,  with  every  circum- 
fiance  of  cruelty,  arid  then  flung  into  the 
river  to  leave  room  for  more!  While  this 
work  was  going  on,  a rebel  captain  being 
fhocked  at  the  cries  of  the  vidims,  ran  to  the 
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Popifh  blfhop,  who  was  then  drinking  wine 
with  the  utmoft  compofure  after  his  dinner, 
and  knowing  that  he  could  flop  the  maffacre 
fooncr  than  any  other  perfon,  entreated  of  him 
“ for  the  mercy  of  Jefus”  to  come  and  fave 
the  prifoners?  He  in  a very  unconcerned 
manner  replied,  ‘‘It  was  no  affair  of  his,’* 
and  rcquefted  the  captain . “ would  fit  down 
“ and  take  a glafs  with  him,”  adding  ‘‘that 
“ the  people  fhould  be  gratified !”  The  cap- 
tain  refufed  the  bifhop’s  invitation,  and  filled 
with  abhorrence  and  diftrcfs  of  mind,  walked 
filently  away.  ^ All  this  time  the  mercilefs 
pike-men  were  butchering  the  poor  Proteftants 
‘on  the  bridge  ; fome  they  would  perforate  in 
places  not  mortal,  to  prolong  and  increafe  their 
torture,  others  they  would  raife  aloft  on  their 
pikes,  and  while  the  poor  friendlefs  vidlim 
writhed  in  the  extreme  of  agony,  and  his 
blood  ftreamed  down  the  handles  of  their 
pikes,  they  exulted  round  him  with  favage  joy. 
In  the  midft  of  this  torturing  work,  general 
Edward  Roche  gallopped  up  in  great  hafte,  and 
bid  them  beat  to  arms,  declaring,  “ that  Vine- 
“ gar-hill  was  nearly  furrounded  by  the  King’s 
y “ troops, 
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“ troops,  and  that  all  fhould  repair  to  camp, 
as  reinforcements  were  then  wanting.” 
This  exprefs  had  a wonderful  effecfl,  they  in- 
ftanily  clofed  the  bloody  feene,  and  fled  in  all 
diredions,  leaving  three  of  the  prifoners  on 
their  knees,  namely,  William  Hamilton, 
William  O’Connor,  and  Charles  Jackfon. 
Some  of  the  rebel  guard  returned  fhortly  after, 
and  remanded  back  the  prifoners,  who  had 
continued  all  the  time  on  their  knees,  without 
making  the  leaft  eflfort  to  efcape,  being  fllipi- 
fled  with  terror.  Shortly  after  that  fangili- 
nary  monfter,  Thomas  Dixon  returned  ; his 
thirft  for  Proteflant  blood  notbeing  yet  fatiated, 
he  ordered  out  the  remainder  of  the  prifoners 
from  the  goal  and  prifon-fhip,  the  greater 
part  of  whom  were  tortured  to  death  in  like 
manner  as  the  former.  He  then  proceeded  to 
the  market-houfe,  and  haying  fixed  his  vul- 
ture’s eye  on  others,  dragged  them  to  the  fatal 
bridge  for  execution.  While  they  were  en- 
'during  the  pangs  of  death,  who  can  convey 
to  the  mind  or  feelings  of  another,  what  the 
remainder  felt  on  this  occafion  ? After  butcher- 
ing them,  they  returned  and  brought  out  ten 
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more,  which  they  alfo  barbaroufly  murdered. 
The  third  time  they  took  out  1 8,  and  were 
maflacring  them,  when  Dick  Monk  rode 
iiito  town  from  Vinegar-hill,  with  his  fhoes 
and  ftockings  off,  and  fhouting,  “ D — n your 
‘‘  your  fouls  you  vagabond^,  why  dont  you 
“ go  out  and  meet  the  enemy  that  are  coming 
in,  and  not  be  murdering  in  cold  blood 
Some  Proteftant  women  followed  him,  and 
afked  him,  what  news  ?•’  he  replied,  ‘‘  bad 
news  indeed,  the  King’s  forces  are  encamp- 
“ ed  round  Vinegar-hill.”  He  then  rode 
towards  the  convent,  and  perceiving  the 
women  (who  were  anxious  to  be  more  fully 
informed  in  this  matter)  following  him,  he 
drew  out  a piftol  and  fwpre,  that  if  they 
“ came  any  farther,  he  would  blow  their  brains 
“ out.”  They  being  intimidated  by  this  me- 
nace, flood  and  watched  until  he  arrived  at 
the  convent ; fhortly  after  prieft  Corrin  was 
feen  running  towards  the  bridge.  There 
were  fix  of  the  poor  Proteftants  killed  out  of 
the  lafl:  party  that  were  taken  down  before  he 
arrived,  namely,  Philip  Bacon,  Samuel  Gor- 
don, William  Stedman,  Thomas  Rigly,  James 
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Dowzar,  and  Thomas  Shaw  ; and  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  he  prevailed  upon  them  to 
fpare  the  reft ; for  after  ufing  all  the  argu- 
ments he  could  to  no  effed,  he  at  length  took 
off  his  hat,  and  defirecl  them  to  kneel  down 
and  pray  for  the  fouls  of  the  poor  prifoners 
before  they  put  them  to  death ; they  did  fo, 
and  having  got  them  in  the  attitude  of  devo- 
tion, he  faid,  Now  pray  to  God  to  have 
“ mercy  on  your,  foul,  and  teach  you  to  fhew 
‘‘  that  kindnefs  towards  them,  which  you  ex- 
pedl  from  Him,  in  the  hour  of  death,  and  in 
“ the  day  of  Judgment.’’  This  had  the  defired 
cffedl ; he  then  led  them  off  the  bridge  with- 
out oppofition,  when  they  were  fent  back 
to  confinement^  The  maffacre  that  day  ceafed 
about  8 o’clock  in  the  evening.  Out  of  48 
prifoners  who  had  been  confined  in  the  mar- 
ket-houfe,  only  the  following  perfons  efcaped  : 


Matthew  Kelly, 
William  Kennedy, 
James  Hamilton, 
Benjamin  Warren, 
Matthew  Fenlon, 


Peter  Judd, 

William  Shepherd, 
William  Harris, 
John  Makay, 

Francis  M'Coy, 

WiUiam 


William  Kelly,  Sandwith  Martin, 

John  Combes,  Robert  Styles. 

Jofeph  Hendrick,  Robert  Makay, 

Jofcph  Baviftor,  George  Taylor,  ^ 

James  Patchel, 

The  very  awful  appearance  of  this  evening, 
and  the  bloody  feenes  of  the  day,  alarmed  the 
remaining  Proteftants, . and  terrified  them 
beyond  defeription ; for  the  rebels  declared 
openly,  that  they  would  put* every  Proteftant 
man,  woman,  and  child  to  the  fword  the  next 
morning. 

We  ftiall  now  return  to  Vir>egar-hill.  The 
different  columns  fifrrounding  Vinegar^hill 
were  impatient  for  battle.  At  half  part  five 
o’clock  on  the  21ft  of  June,  a gun  was  fired 
from  the  right,  and  anfwered  from  the  centre 
and  left  columns,  as  a fignal  for  a general  at- 
tack ; which  began  with  a terrible  difeharge  of 
artillery,  and  was  inceffantly  kept  up  for  an 
hour  and  three  quarters.  The  pofition  of  the 
right  column  when  the  firing  commenced, 
being  on  a rifing  ground  at  the  Weft  end  of 
the  town,  and  Vinegar-hill  being  on  the  eaft, 

they 
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they  played  on  the  rebels  with  fix-pounders, 
while  the  column  covered  by  the  fire  of  their 
own  cannon,  attacked  them  in  the  town,  who 
tho^  they  had  taken  the  moft  advantageous 
pofitions  they  could  in  the  ftreets  and  houfes, 
were  obliged  to  yield,  if  not  to  numbers,  to 
thefuperior  bravery  and  Ikill  of  his  Majefty’s 
troops,  and  the  flaughter  among  them  was 
great.  They  then  thought  to  fly  to  the  hill 
for  to  take  ftielter,  but  before  they  could 
gain  the  top  it  was  cleared  by  the  centre  co- 
lumn, which  had  formed  their  line  on  a rifing 
ground  on  the  North  fide  of  the  hill,  where  the 
rebels  had  raifed  a breaft-work.  Here  they 
were  plied  well  from  fix-pounders  and  mor- 
tars. Seeing  the  Ihells,  they  were  drove  into 
the  utmoft  confufion,  nor  could  they  think 
what  to  make  of  them ; fome  fliouting  in  a 
kind  of  deliriurn  (as  fhell  followed  fhell)  they 
“ fpit  fire  at  us,’^ — others,  we  can  ftand  any 
“ thing*  but  thefe  guns  which  fire  twice.” 
Indeed  the  carnage  occafioned  by  them  was 
very  great,  and  fully  arifwered  the  end. 
Perceiving  the  efFedls  of  the  fliells  they  fled 
from  their  ftrong  hold,  and  took  another  po- 

• fition 
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fition  on  a lower  hill,  on  the  Eaft  fide.  The 
King’s  troops  now  mounted  the  fummit,  tore 
down  the  rebel  ftandard,  which  was  on  the  top 
of  the  old  windmill,  and  difplayed  the  Royal 
banners,  which  the  rebels  again  bid  defiance 
to,  and  planting  themfelves  behind  the  ditches, 
which  ferved  them  for  entrenchments,  and 
breaft-works,  they  kept  up  a very  heavy  fire 
on  the  light  brigade,  commanded  by  colonel 
Campbell,  but  nothing  could  retard  the  pro- 
grefs  of  thefe  brave  troops,  they  ruflied  on 
them  like  furies — charging  them  in  their  en- 
trenchments, and  with  the  alfiftance  of  the 
left  column  which  flanked  them,  foon  put 
them  to  the  route.  Their  own  cannon  were 
then  turned  on  them,  which  threw  them  into 
the  greateft  confufion  ; the  cavalry  then  pur- 
fued,  and  mowed  them  down  like  grafs. 
Among  the  flain  was  pried  Thomas  Clinch, 
a mod  notorious  and  refolute  rebel.  They 
now  made  for  Wexford  ^ the  pafs  leading  to 
that  town  being  left  open,  whether  defignedly 
or  not,  I cannot  fay.  There  fell  however,  of 
the  rebels  in  the  town,  on  the  hill,  and  in  the 
retreat,  above  500.  The  number  that  fur- 

rounded. 
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rounded  the  hill  amounted  to  1 5000  men,  of 
which  5000  were  cavalry — Lieutenant  gene- 
ral Lake  commander-in-chief.  Throughout 
the  whole  of  this  arduous  undertaking  the 
troops  who  were  filled  with  the  true  fpirit  of 
loyalty,  difplayed  aftonifliing  courage  and 
perfeverance.  But  alas  ! juft  after  the  battle, 
while  the  foldiers  were  yet  filled  with  rage, 
a few  poor  loyalifts  that  had  encountered  the 
greateft  difficulties  to  efcape  the  mercilefs 
hands  of  the  rebels,  and  tranfported  at  the  ap- 
proach of  the  army,  unthinkingly  ran  to  them 
for  protedlion,  but  being  in  coloured  clothes 
were  fhot  by  their  deliverers,  before  they  had 
time  to -make  known  their  diftrefs ; in  this 
the  foldiers  were  blamelefs,  not  being  able  for 
the  moment  to  difcriminate  between  the  re- 
bel and  the  loyalift. 

RETURN 

Of  the  killed^  mounded  and  mijfi7tg  of  the  Kings 
l^roGpSy  in  the  attack  of  Vhiegardiill  and^ 
Ennifcorthy^  June  21^?,  1798. 

OFFICERS  KILLED. 

Lieut.  Sandy’s,  Longford  militia,  attach- 
ed to  I ft  battalion— Lieutenant  Barnes,  13th 
foot,  attached  to  4th  battalion. 


VJOXST  DEB. 


I 

^75 

WOUNDED. 

Majoi*  Vefey  §,  Dublin  county  militia— ^Col. 
King,  Sligo  militia — -Captain  Dunne,  ^th  dra^ 
goon  guards — Captain  Shundea,  6oth  regi- 
ment of  foot,  5th  battalion — Lieutenant  Bar- 
ker, Kildare  militia,  attached  to  4th  battalion. 
Lieutenant  Hill,  Mid-Lothian  fencible  cavalrv. 

, PRIVATES. 

Ninth  dragoon  guards,  i rank  and  file 
killed. 

Mid-Lothian,  i rank  and  file  wounded. 
Hompefch’s  huflars,  2 rank  and  file  wound- 
ed. -N, 

Dunlavin  yoemen  cavalry,  i rank  and  file 
• wounded. 

‘ I 

89th  regiment  of  foot,  i rank  and  file 
killed.  ^ ^ 

I ft  battalion  light  infantry,  i ferjeanc 
wounded,  2 rank  and  file  killed,  1 8 wounded, 
and  3 miffing. 

Royal  Britifh  horfe  artillery,  i rafik  and 
file  wounded. 

Sligo  militia,  2 rank  and  file  killed,  3 
wounded.  ’ 

^ , Suffolk 

} Now  colonel  Vefev, 
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Suffolk*' fenclble  infantry,  2 rank  and  file 
wounded. 

5th  battalion,  60th  regiment,  i ferjeant  mif- 
fing, 5 rank  and  file  killed,  5 wounded. 

4th  battalion,  I ferjeant  killed,  3- rank  and 
file  killed,  22  wounded,  i milling. 

Royal  Meath  militia,  i ferjeant  killed. 

Rofcommon  militia,  i rank  and  file  wound- 
ed, I miffing. 

Dublin  county  militia,  2 rank  and  file  killed, 
6 wounded. 

RETURN 

O/'  Ordnance^  as  taken  from  the  rebels  on  Vine^ 
'gar-hill^  June  2ij?,  1798. 

Three  brafs  6 pounders — one  3 pounder — 
feven  r pounders— -one  5'  inch  howitzer — 
two  4^  inch  howitzers.  Total  14, 

ROUNDS  OF  AMMUNITION. 

Seventeen  6 pounders— thirty  i pounders — 
eleven  5^  inch  howitzers.  Total  58. 

Note.  A cart  with  a great  variety  of  balls 
of  different  diameters,  had  been  thrown  down 
the  hill  after  the  aftion,  and  immenfe  quan- 
tities of  lead  and  leaden  balls  w^ere  delivered 

over  to  the  Dumbarton  fencible  infantry. 
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. When  the  rebels,  (who  were  filled  with  rage 
and  difappointment,')  arrived  at  Wexford,  they  ■ 
were  for  putting  to  death  all  the  prifoners ; 
others  were  for  evacuating  the  town,  while 
more  were  for  fighting  to  the  laft.  *It  was 
the  intention  of  lieutenant  general  Lake,  for 
general  Moore  to  march  from  Taghmon, 
lieutenant  general  Dundas,  general  Sir  James 
Duff  and  Loftus,  to  march  through  Ennifeor- 
thy,  and  general  Needham  to  proceed  through 
Oulard,  and  furround  Wexford  by  land, 
whilft  8 frigates  then  riding  outfide  the  har- 
bour, withfome  gun-boats,  were  to  come  into 
the  river  under  the  town,  and  with  their 
united  force  lay  it  in  ruins,  if  not  evacuated.' 
The  rebels  in  town,  knowing  that  general 
Moore  and  his  brigade,  muft  of  courfe  be  ad- 
vancing from  Taghmon,  and  that  thevidlori- 
ous  army  at  Ennifeorthy  would  follow  him, 
faw  themfelves  in  a very  critical  fituation, 
and  being  convinced  they  could  not  keep  the 
town,,  liberated  Lord  Kingfborough  and  the 
other  officers  who  were  prifoners  there,  and 
fent  them  to  propofe  about  the  furrender  of 
it,  hoping  alfo,  that*  the  lenity  which  was 

_ fhewn 
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fhewn  to  them^  would  induce  the  conquerors 
to  grant  them  favourable  terms.  According- 
ly, captain  M‘  Manus  of  the  Antrim  militia, 
(who  was  taken  at  the  battle  near  Gorey,  June 
4th)  and  Edward  Hay,  a rebel  captain,  were 
difpatched  towards  Taghmon,  to  meet  gene- 
ral Moore  with  the  following  terms,  propofed 
by  the  rebels  in  the  town  of  Wexford. 

That  captain  M‘  Manus  fhall  proceed 
from  Wexford  towards  Oulart,  accompanied 
by  Mr.  E.  Hay,  appointed  by  the  inhabitants 
of  all  religious  perfualioas,  to  inform  the  of- 
ficer commanding  the -King’s  troops,  that  they 
are  ready  to  deliver  up  the  town  of  Wexford 
without  oppofition,  lay  down  their  arms,  and 
return  to  their  allegiance,  provided  that  their 
perfons  and  properties  are  guaranteed  by  the 
commanding  officer,  and  that  they  will  ufe 
every  influence  in  their  power  to  induce  the 
people  of  the  country  at  large  to  return  to 
their  allegiance  alfo.  Thefe  terms  we  hope 
captain  Manus  will  be  able  to  procure.” 

“ Sigped^  by  order  of  the 

‘‘  Inhabitants  of  Wexford^ 

MATT.  KEUGHE.” 

, When 
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When  general  Moore  received  thefe  propo- 
fals,  he  difpatched  them  to  lieutenant  general 
Lake,  who  returned  the  following  anfwer  : ' 

“ Lieutenant  general  Lake  cannot  attend  to 
any  terms  offered  by  rebels  in  arms  againft 
their  Sovereign  ; while  they  continue  fo,  he 
miift  ufe  the  force  entrufted  to  him,  with  the 
ucmoft  energy  for  their  deftrudlion. 

To  the  deluded  multitude  he  promifes 
pardon,  on  their  delivering  into  his  hands 
their  leaders,  furrendering  their  arms,  and 
returning  with  fincerity  to  their  allegiance. 

(Signed,)'  • ^‘G.  LAKE;^ 

“ Ennifcorthy^  'I'ld  1 
of  Juncy  I79H:"  I 

After  this  embafly  was  fent  off,  general 
prieft  Roche  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  re- 
bels, to  go  out  and  meet  the  army  that  were 
advancing  towards  the  town,  telling  them,  it 
was  better  and  more  honourable  for  them  to 
fight  to  the  laft,  than  to  fuffer  themfelves  to 
be  cut  in  pieces  by  the  King’s  forces.”  All 
his  entreaties  were  in  vain,  they  abfolute- 
ly  refufed  to  go  on  any  account.  The 
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Popifli  bifliop  then  ordered  them  all  to  kneel 
down,  till  he  would  give  them  his  bene- 
didlion ; and  in  about  half  an  hour  the  drums 
beat  a retreat.  General  Edward  Roche  and 
his  men,  fled  to  Killinie,  in  the  Barony  of 
Forth,  where  they  encamped,  and  pafled  the 
bridge,  towards  Kilmuckridge,  next  morning. 

General  Moore’s  brigade,  arrived  at  the 
Windmill-hill,  above  Wexford,  about  5 o’clock 
in  the  evening,  and  fent  a detachment  of  two 
companies  of  the  Queen’s  Royals,  to  take  pof- 
fcflion  of  the  garrifon.  Captain  Boyd  of  the 
Wexford  cavalry,  and  a few  of  his  troop 
were  the  firft  that  appeared;  they  came 
(amidft  innumerable  blefTings,)  gallopping  up 
to  the  goal  door  to  fee  the  prifoners.  Many  a 
tear  was  flied  on  this  happy  occafion,  by  the 
overjoyed  inhabitants  ; but  captain  Boyd  cau* 
tioned  the  prifoners,  not  to  come  out  till  the 
arrival  of  the  army,  left  on  their  coming  into 
town  they  niight  be  taken  for  rebels,  (not  hav- 
ing military  clothes)  and  put  to  death — fhort- 
ly  after  the  Queen’s  Royals  arrived.  Deferip- 
tlon  fails  in  attempting  to  fet  forth  the  emo- 
tions 


tions  which  arofe  in  the  breafts  of  the  poor 
Proteftants,  who  had  been  doomed  to  de- 
, ftru(5tion.  The  entrance  of  the  army  was  pe- 
culiarly ftriking ; for  inftead  of  ruftiing  in 
with  all  the  violence  of  enraged  men,  as  might 
be  expedled,  they  marched  along  in  fuch  fb- 
lemnity  and  filent  grandeur,  that  not  a whit- 
per  was  to  be  heard  thro’  all  the  ranks.  Many 
wept  with  joy  to  fee  their  deliverers,  who  foon 
opened  the  prifon  doors,  and  fet  the  prifoners 
free.  Thus  was  the  town  of  Wexford  recover- 
ed from  Popery’s  perfecuting  reign,  on  the 
21  ft  of  June,  1798,  after  being  in  the  pofleflion 
of  the  rebels  23  days.  Had  the  army  arrived 
a day  fooner,  they  would  have  faved  97  Pro- 
teftants, who  were  cruelly  butchered  on  the 
bridge.  Indeed  the  fhocking  aefts  of  barbarity 
pracftlfed  during  this  period,  would  make  as 
many  pidlures  of  inhumanity,  as  are  to  be 
found  in  the  hiftory  of  martyrs. 

Lieutenant  general  Lake  now  iflued  a pro- 
clamation for  the  apprehending  of  all  the  re- 
bel leaders ; afluring  the  deluded  multitude, 
that  ftich  as  would  come  forwat'd  and  deliver 


i82 

up  their  arms,  fhould  find  mercy  and  pro- 
tedlion ; he  alfo  ifTued  general  orders  that  no 
perfon  Ihould  be  put  to  death,  unlefs  he  had 
been  tried  and  condemned  by  a court-martial, 
and  he  forbid  any  inhabitant,  or  other  perfon 
being  molefted,  ftridlly  charging  the  foldiers 
not  to  take  away  an  article  from  any  perfon, 
•without  having  firft  paid  for  it.  The  defeat 
of  Vinegar-hill,  and  the  evacuation  of  Wex- 
ford, fo  difpirited  the  rebels,  that  they  flocked 
to  the  different  commanders  of  garrifons,  and 
on  being  fworn  to  allegiance,  were  favoured 
with  protedlions ; but  few,  very  few  arms 
were  brought  in,  fo  that  it  is  believed  that 
they  are  ftill  in  their  poflefTion, 

Perry  and  his  men  fled  towards  K ilmuck- 
ridge,  and  on  the  next  day,  Friday  2 2d  of 
June,  pafTed  through  Gorey,  where  they  fur- 
prifed  fome  of  the  neighbouring  yeomenry 
and  loyalifts,  who  that  day  had  come  from 
Arklow,  for  the  purpofe  of  feeing  the  fituation 
of  the  country.  The  yeomen  and  fuch  of  the 
loyalifts  as  had  arms,  gallantly  withftood  them, 
till  perceiving  the  rebels  endeavouring  to  fur- 

round 


round  them,  they  retreated  to  Arklow,  leav- 
ing  37  of  their  little  company  behind  who  fell 
in  the  adllon.  Tliat  day  has  fince  been  known 
by  the  name  of  “ Bloody  Friday.”  The 
undernamed  Proteftants  with.  7 others  were 
wantonly  murdered  by  the  rebels  on  that  day. 


Bates,  William 
Bates,  Robert  ^ 
Ballit,  John 
Butler,  William 
Butler,  Richard 
Buttle,  Thonias 
Cheafe,  William 
Coke,  John 
Dobbin,  William 
Erritt,  William 
Foxton,  Thomas 
Gray,  William 
Harris,  John 
- Jones,  William 
Johnfon,  John  fen. 
Johnfon,  John  jun. 


Johnfon, 

Jolly,  Thomas 
Kennedy,  Jofeph 
Lee,  Richard 
Moore,  Daniel 
Needham,  John 
.Ormfby,'  William 
Patchel,  Michael 
Rogers,  Henry 
Read,  George 
Shaw,  Abraham 
Stanford,  William. 
Whitaker,  John 
Webfler,  Robert 
Williams,  Ralph 


Before  I proceed,  1 fhall  take  the  liberty  of 
recording  the  extraordinary  cafe  of  James 

A a Rowfome, 
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llowfomc,  which  affords  another  inftance 
of  the  fanguinary  fpirit  of  Papery.  On 
the  retreat  of  the  loyalifts  from  Gorey,  on 
the  above  melancholy  day,  James  Rowfome 
was  overtaken  by  general  Perry  and  his  men ; 
they  knowing  who  he  was,  were  upon  the 
point  of  piking  him,  but  Perry  defired  them  to 
forbear,  and  leave  him  for  thofe  who  were 
coming  after.  Prieft  Kearns  foon  came  up 
with  another  body  of  rebels,  and  alked  him 
his  namo,  he  told  him,  on  which  he  defired 
him  to  lie  down,  till  he  fhould  Ihoot  him. 
Some  of  the  rebels  were  going  to  difpatch  him 
in  their  own  way,  but  K^rns  prevented  them, 
faying,  he  would  do  him  the  honour  to  difpatch 
him  himfelf.  He  fnapped  his  piftol  at  him, 
but  it  miffing  fire,  the  rebels  were  again  for 
piking  him,  but  the  prieft  very  deliberately  put 
frefli  powder  into  the  pan,  and  ordered  him 
not  to  ftir,  telling  him  he  would  now  do  his 
bufinefs.  He  accordingly  fired,  the  ball  paflcd 
thro’  his  chin  and  upper  lip,  and  came  out 
at  his  neck,  tearing  him  in  a fhocking  manner. 
Here  they  left  him  weltering  in  his  gore.  Af- 
ter fome  time  he  crept  off  the  road,  when  he 
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was  again  overtaken  by  a ftrolling  party  of  the 
rebels,  who  ftoned  him  in  a barbarous  manner, 
and  left  him  fenfelefs.  When  he  came  a litfle 
to  himfelf,  and  found  they  were  all  gt)ne,  he 
crept  into  the  fields,  where  he  remained  with^ 
out  any  nourilhment  for  about  three  days ; 
but  on  the  arrival  of  the  King’s  troops  at  Go- 
rey,  he  was  received  into  the  military  hofpital, 
where  he  remained  till  cured,  and  is  now  a 
living  monument  of  the  fparing  mercy  of  God. 
He  is  much  disfigured,  and  his  mouth  and 
neck  arc  continually  difcharging  water,  fo 
that  he  is  obliged  conflantly  to  keep  a large 
fpunge  under  his  chin  to  receive  it,  which  he 
muft  wring  feveral  times  in  the  day  to  keep 
his  bofom  dry. 

The  rebel  armies  commanded  by  Perry  and 
Roche,  now  formed  a jundlion  in  the  moun- 
tains, which  divide  the  county  of  We^^ford 
from  that  of  Kilkenny,  where  for  a while  we 
will  leave  them  to  give  fome  account  of  their 
leaders  taken  in  Wexford. 

A few  days  after  the  army  entered  that 
town,  the  famous  gen.  prieft  Roche,  was  arreft- 
ed,  tried  by  court-martial,  and  executed  at  the 
A a 2 


bridge,  from  whence  his  body  was  thrown  into 
the  water.  He  was  a man  of  great  ftature, 
and  fo  very  heavy,  that  on  his  being  fufpended 
the  rope  broke.  John  Hay,  a rebel  officer, 
was  alfo  taken,  found  guilty  and  executed. 

B.  B.  Harvey,  who  adled  as  commander-in- 
chief to  the  rebels,  w^as  grandfon  to  the  Rev. 
William  Harvey,  of  Bargy-caftle,  and  Reclor 
of  Malrankin  in  the  county  of  Wexford.  His 
father,  Francis  Harvey,  Efq.  was  an  eminent 
attorney,  and  by  his  frugality,  had  enlarged 
his  family  eftate  by  feveral  purchafes.  His 
fon  was  beloved  by  every  defcription  of  peo- 
ple before  the  rebellion,  and  being  a lawyer, 
was  iifually  called  counfellor  Harvey.  He 
was  a man  of  almoft  the  loweft  ftature,  thin, 
long  vilaged,  with  very  plain  features,  but  his 
eyes  were  fomething  expreffive. 

John  Colclough  of  Ballyteigue,  (a  rebel  of- 
ficer) was  a gentleman  of  refpedlability,  and 
bore  a very  good  private  charafter.  He  was'  in 
ftature  of  a full  middle  fize,  had  rather  a long 
vifage,  wore  his  own  hair  which  was  of  a fandy 
colour,  tied  behind  5 he  was  about  30  years 

old, 
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of  a chearful  afpecft  and  polite  ma:'nnerSo 
After  Vinegar-hill  was  reduced,  Mn  Colclough^ 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Harvey,  made  their  ef- 
cape  to  the  Saltee  ifland,  on  the  Wexford  coaft^ 
and  concealed  themfelves  in  a cave,  taking 
with  them  a fufficiency  of  provifions'  to  main- 
tain them  for  fome  time.  After  a few  days, 
information  was  received,  that  they  were  con- 
cealed on  the  ifland ; on  which  a company  of 
the  Queen’s  Royals,  was  fent  off  in  a King’s 
cutter  to  apprehend  them ; and  on  the  follow- 
ing day  they  were  brpught  prifoners  to  Wex- 
ford. Mr.  Ilarvey’s  trial  commenced  the 
fame  day,  when  he  was  found  guilty,  and  exe- 
cuted the  day  following,  his  head  was  fevered 
from  his  body,  and  placed  on  the  top  of 
the  Seflion-houfe.  Mr.  Cplclough  was  alfo 
executed,  and  his  body  thrown  into  the  water. 

Cornelius  Grogan,  was  the  eldeft  fori  of  the 
late  John  Grogan  of  Johnftown,  Efq.  in  the 
county  of  Wexford ; a man  of  very  fine  landed 
property,  and  thought  to  be  the  greatefl:  mo- 
nied gentleman  in  that  county  ; of  a retired 
difpofition,  and  had  never  been  known  to  take 
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an  acfltve  part  in  political  matters,  but  pafled 
the  chief  part  of  his  time  in  trying  mechanical 
experiments.  He  fat  as  member  for  the  town 
of  Ennifcorthy  j and  on  the  diflblution  of  Par- 
liament in  1 790,  be  offered  himfelf  a member 
for  the  CQunty  of  Wexford,  but  loft  it  by  a 
fmall  majority.  He  had  three  younger  bro- 
thers, two  of  whom  were  captains  of  yeomenry 
corps,  and  of  approved  loyalty ; one  of  them 
(captain  Thomas  I^nox,)  w%s  killed  by  the  re- 
bels in  a charge  at  the  battle  of  Arhlow,  and 
the  other,  captain  John  Grogan,  of  the  Health- 
field  cavalry,  was  wounded  in  the  neck  in  an 
acftion  with  the  rebels.  After  the  army  ar- 
rived in  Wexford,  he  was  arrefted  at  his  feat 
in  Jolinftown,  and  on  his  trial,  he  endeavonred 
to  prove  he  was  forced  to  a6l  as  commiffary 
to  the  rebel  army ; but  was  convidled,  and 
executed  ; his  head  was  cut  off,  placed  on 
the  court-hpufe,  and  his  body  throwjp  into 
the  water. 

Matthew  IJeughe,  (rebel  governor  of  Wex- 
ford,) was  formerly  a drummer  in  his  Ma- 
jefty's  33d  regiment  of  foot,  and  by  his  e:?- 
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traordinary  merit,  was  advanced  from  that 
ftation,  t«  the  rank  of  captain  in  the  fame  re- 
giment. On  being  married  in  Wexford,  he 
ibid  out  of  the  army  on  half  pay,  and  ailually 
received  it  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion. 
He  was  about  50  years  of  age,  rather  above 
the  middle  fize,  and  might  be  called  a well 
looking  man  ; his  head  was  bald  in  the  front, 
he  wore  his  hair,  which  was  remarkably 
white,  tied  behind.  Some  years  back,  he  was 
appointed  a magiftrate  of  the  county  of  Wex- 
ford, but  his  commiflion  was  afterwards  taken 
from  him  for  fome  political  reafons.  On  the 
alarm  being  given,  that  the  rebels  were  rifing 
in  the  county,  he  volunteered  in  one  of  the 
yeomenry  corps ; and  on  Whitfunday,  was 
employed  in  eftablilhing  fortifications  to  re- 
puKe  the  infurgents.  On  Whitfun-Monday, 
he  V7as  appointed  to  command  a party  of  loy- 
alifts,  which  were  to  guard  one  of  the  entran- 
ces to  the  town ; yet  on  the  rebels  raking  pot- 
feflion  of  the  town,  he  joined  them,  and  was 
appointed  governor;  in  which  fituacion  he  con- 
tinued, till  the  Royal  troops  obtained  pofTeffion 
ofit;whenbe  was  taken  prifoner,  convided 
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on  the  clearefl  evidence,  and  feiitenced  to  be 
executed,  which  toot  place  accordingly ; his 
head  was  alfo  cut  off,  placed  on  the  Seffion 
houle,  and  his  body  thrown  into  the  river. 

Efmond  Kyan  (rebel  captain  of  artillery,) 
was  the  youngeft  fon  of  the  late  Howard  Kyan, 
of  Mount-Howard,  in  the  county  of  Wexford, 
Efq.  and  his  mother  was  fitter  to  the  prefent 
Sir  Thomas  Efmond,  Bart,  of  the  county  of 
Wexford.  He  was  about  50  years  of  age,  five 
feet  and  an  half  high,  and  rather  a haridfome 
man  ; of  a very  genteel  appearance,  but  fome- 
what  awkward  on  account  of  the  lofs  of  his 
left  arm,  which  w^as  cut  off  near  the  elbow 
fome  years  ago,  and  a cork  one  fubftituted 
in  its  Head.  He  was  liberal,  generous,  cou- 
rageous and  merciful,  having  received  a fevere 
wound  in  his  left  arm,  above  where  the  cork 
one  was  joined,  and  being  tired  of  a rebellious 
life,  he' went  for  Wexford  fliortly  after  the  ar- 
my took  j^offefiion  of  the  town,  in  order  to 
furrender  himfelf,  but  was  met  by  the  pic- 
quet  guard,  and  taken  ; he  was  tried,  found 
guilty,  and  executed,  after  which  his  body 
was  thrown  into  the  water. 
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Edward  Roche,  (rebel  general)  was  a mid- 
dling country  farmer  and  malder,  near  Wex- 
ford ; and  until  this  time,  never  appeared  in 
any  confpicuous  charadler,  mpre  than  being 
permanent  ferjeant  in  the  Shehnalier  yeomen 
cavalry,  commanded  by  captain  Le’  Hunte  ; 
he  was  about  five  feet  feven  inches  high, 
rather  corpulent ; about  40  years  old,  and  had 
no  more  the  appearance  of  a general  than  any 
other  man,  except  that  he  wore  two  large 
gold  epaulets,  a filk  fafh  and  belt,  in  which  ^ 
he  carried  two  large  cavalry  piftols,  and  he 
wore  a fword  by  his  fide.  Shortly  after  the 
rebellion  fubfided,  having  furrendered  himfelf, 
he  was  tried  and  fentenced  for  tranfporta- 
tion ; and  was  accordingly  fent  to  New-ge- 
neva  with  other  convic5ls ; but  before  the  veC- 
fel  was  ready  to  convey  them  abroad,  he,  with 
fome  others,  died  fuddenly : it  was  thought 
they  had  taken  poifon. 

Richard  Monaghan,  alias  Dick  Monk,  (re- 
bel captain,)  was  a man  born  of  obfeure  pa* 
rents,  had  formerly  been  a fhoe-black  in  Wex- 
ford, but  being  a fellow  of  wit  and  humour, 
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he  was  thought  fomcthing  of ; and  made  out 
a livelihood  by  buying  corn  for  the  merchants, 
for  which  he  was  paid  two  pence  per  barrel. 
He  had  alfo  been  a recruiting  ferjeant  part  of 
his  life  ; and  on  the  rebellion  breaking  out,  he 
was  appointed  a captain  in  the  rebel  army, 
and  was  confidered  during  that  period,  as  a 
very  generous,  well  minded  man.  After  the 
rebels  were  driven  out  of  the  county,  he  re- 
ceived a wound  in  an  engagement,  and 
was  going  to  Newtown-barry  tO'  furrender 
himfelf  to  colonel  Maxwell,  of  the  Cavan  mi- 
litia, when  he  was  met  by  fome  of  the  yeo- 
menry  of  the  town,  and  (hot. 

Thomas  Dixon,  (rebel  captain,)  was  the 
fon  of  a publican  in  Caftle-bridge,  near  Wex- 
ford ; in  his  youth  he  was  bound  an  appren- 
tice to  a tanner  in  New-Rofs  ; but  not  liking 
that  bufinefs,  he  went  to  fea,  and  in  fome  time 
was  appointed  mafter  of  one  of  his  brother’s 
veffels,  who  is  an  opulent  merchant  in  Caftle- 
bridge.  During  the  rebellion,  he  was  noted 
for  cruelty  and  cowardice,  and  has  been  the 
means  of  fhcdding  a great  quantity  of  Proteft- 
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ant  blood.  His  wife,  if  poflible,  was  more 
fanguinary  than  himfelf,  and  wherever  they 
have  fecreted  themfelves,  they  never  could  be 
found,  tho’  a large  reward  w^s  offered  for 
their  apprehenfion. 

Having  given  an  exacft  account  of  the 
rebellion  in  the  County  of  Wexford,  and  the 
principal  leaders  thereof,  it  now  remains  to 
inform  the  readers  of  their  condudl,  from  the 
retaking  of  Wexforcl,  by  the  King’s  troops, 
to  their  total  feparation.  But  previous  to  my 
entering  upon  this,  I fhall  infert  two  more 
inftailces  of  their  cruelty;  the  one  attefled 
Upon  oath,  the  other  delivered  by  a perfon  of 
the  ftridleft  integrity,  who  fuffered  by  their 
barbarous  hands.  A few  weeks  after  the 
battle  of  Vinegar-hill,  an  atfidavic  was  made 
before  Alderman  Fleming,  then  lord  mayor 
of  the  city  of  Dublin,  by  Richard  Sterne,  a 
man  of  about  70  years  of  age,  and  an  old 
inhabitant  of  Ennifcorthy,  to  the  following 
purport : 

That  he  in  his  flight  from  Ennifcorthy, 
was  overtaken  by  a great  body  of  rebels,  on 
Bb2  ‘’their 
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their  way  to  Wexford,  near  the  feat  of  Mr. 
Ogle  ; that  the  rebels  were  headed  by  prleft 
John  Murphy,  on  horfeback,  who  carried  be- 
fore him  a large  crucifix ; that  he  was  accotted 
by  one  of  their  officers  as  an  Orange-man,  and 
alked  would  he  turn  Roman-catholic?  that  he 
replied  he  would  not;  for  having  lived  all  his 
life  a Proteftant,  he  could  not  think  of  turn- 
ing in  his  old  days  ; that  upon  his  fo  declaring, 
he  was  threatened,  with  inftant  death,  but 
that  life  being  fweet,  he  on  recolledlion  afked, 
if  he  w^ould  turn,  Ihould  his  life  be  fpared  ? 
that  he  was  anfwered  not ; but  that  in  mercy 
he  Ihould  be  fliot,  but  that  if  he  did  not  turn, 
he  fhoulcl  be  tortured  to  death  with  pikes ; that 
he  then  enquired,  why  they  would  kill  him 
tho’  he  turned  ? they  anfwered  left  he  fhould 
afterwards  turn  heretic  ; that  hereon  he  beg- 
ged hard,  that  application  might  be  made  to 
the  prieft  in  his  behalf  j that  when  the  prieft 
was  alked,  what  fhould  be  done  with  him  ? 
he  replied,  what  they  liked ; that  he  then 
told  them  if  he  muft  die,  he  preferred  being 
piked  for  a Proteftant,  rather  than  to  be  fhot 
after  denying  his  faith ; but  that  he  requefted 
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'‘they  would'bring  him  before  Father  Murphy,' 
which  they  did  ; that  becaufe  he  did  not  in- 
ftanrly  fall  on  his  knees  and  bow  to  the  cru- 
cifix, he  was  ftruck  on  the  head  with  a fpade 
handle,  fliod  with  iron,  and  left  for  dead  ; that 

when  he  recovered  he  faw  none  of  the  rebels, 
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and  judges  he  lay  on  the  road  fenfelefs  fome 
hours ; that  he  found  he  had  been  ftabbed  in 
various  parts  of  the  body  with  pikes,  and  was 
fo  fore  that  he  could  hardly  rife  ; ttiat  he  re- 
ceived one  ftab  which  paffed  entirely  through 
hini,  fropa  the  right  to  the  left  fide,  and 
thinks  it  yras  with  a cane  fword,  or  fome  fuch 
weapon,  the  orrifice  of  the  wound  being  fmall ; 
that  he  lay  fo  long,  his  wounds  Hopped  bleed- 
ing, the  blood  being  congealed  and  v»:as  fo  faint 
he  could  hardly  walk,  the  ftroke  .he  received 
in  his  head  haying  difabled  him  much  ; that 
with  the  little  ftrength  he  had,  he  crept  off 
the  road,  and  went  towards  the  Slaney;  (about 
half  a mile  diftant)  expelling  before  he  fhould 
be  obferved,  tQ  gain  Mr.  Ogle’s  houfe,  (the 
land-fteward  of  which  he  had  a long  acquaint- 
ance with,)  hoping  thereby  to  get  afliftance  in 
his  deplorable,  condition  ; th^^t  when  he  got 
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to  the  river,  and  came  to  the  Pill^  (a  place 
like  a canal,  to  keep  the  boats  in)  there  ftood 
two  women  at  the  other  fide,  who,  when  they 
faw  him,  ran  and  drew  the  boat  to  their  fide 
of  the  water,  faying,  ‘‘  no  matter  what  be- 

comes  of  you,  for  you  have  not  long  to  live,’* 

(he  being  horrid  to  look  on  and  almoft  cover- 
ed with  blood  ;)  that  he  now  went  up- the  Pill, 
feeking  a paflage,  but  could  find  none,  and 
returning  to  the  boat  looked  wiftfully  at  it,  and 
regretted  he  had  not  in  his  youth  learned  to 
fwim  ; that  tho’  it  Was  but  about  two  yards 
from  him,  it  might  as  well  he  thought,  have 
been  a mile  ; that  he  thought  however,  while 
there’s  life  there’s  hope,  therefore  refolved  to 
ufe  h is  utmoft  ftrength,  and  endeavour  to  get 
to  it,  lb  ventured  into  the  water  and  reached 
the  boat,  contrary  to  his  expeftations  in  a few^ 
efforts,  and  got  fafe  to  Mr.  Ogle’s  • that  his  1 
friend  the  fteward,  behaved  kind  to  him,  hav- 
ing nourifhed  him  three  of  four  days,  and 
procured  him  a pafs  back  to  Ennifeorthy ; 
that  the  pafs  however,  did  not  avail,  as  he  Was 
there  put  into  prifon,  where  he  remained  fomc 
days  j that  he  was  afterwards  brought  up  to 
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“ Vinegar-hiil,  with  many  more  Proteftants^ 
tc  end  their  wretched  exiftence ; that  all  his 
fellow  prifoners  were  murdered,  but  that  he 
was  fpared,  by  obtaining  a protedlion  from 
an  old  friend  in  power,  brother  to  one  of  the 

I 

priefts.”  Thus  this  poor  old  man  providen- 
tially efcaped,  to  make  the  above  affidavit  of 
his  forrowful  cafe. 

The  following  diflreffing  account  was  de- 
livered by  Edward  Stacy  of  Mangan,  of  whofe 
veracity  there  can  be  no  doubt : 

‘‘  That  on  Thurfday  the  2d  of  June,  1798, 
four  rebels  came  to  his  houfe,  on  entering  of 
which,  they  fired  a Ihot,  and  alked  why  he 
did  not  repair  to  their  camp  ? that  he  replied, 
he  was  an  elderly  man  and  inadlive,  and  that 
he  had  a large  family  which  required  his  at- 
tention at  home ; that  they  would  adrnit  of 
no  excufc,  but  after  fetting  the  houfe  on  fire, 
dragged  him  away ; and  being  joined  by 
another  rebel,  they  condudted  him  to  a large 
marl-hole,  which  was  full  of  water,  and  afked 
,him  could  he  fwim  ? to  which  he  replied  in 
the  negative ; that  they  then  faid,  we  will 
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give  you  your  choice,  either  to  leap  into  the 
marl-hole,  or  kneel  down  and  be  fliot ; that 
he  replied,  hard  fentence,  but  that  he  was, 
determined  not  to  be  acceflary  to  his  own 
death;  that  he  hoped  however,  they  would 
be  fo  honourable  as  to  take  him  to  their  camp, 
and  try  him  according  to*  their  law,  and  that 
if  there  was  any  thing  in  his  condudl  worthy 
of  death,  he  refufed  not  to  die ; that  inftead 
of  confentingto  this  propofal,  they  determined 
upon  his  death  ; that  they  led  him  a little  far- 
ther, when  one  faid  to  the  other,  Sinnott,  are 
you  a believer  ? Sinnot  replied  in  the  affirma- 
tive ; that  he  then  turned  to  Mr.  Stacy,  and 
alked,  what  do  you  believe  in?  that  he  anfwer- 
ed,  in  the  Lord  God  that  made  the  Heavens 
and  the  Earth ; that  they  then  afked,  do  you 
believe  that  the  Virgin  Mary  is  blefTed  above 
all  other  women ; that  he  anfwered,  1 do ; that 
they  afked  what  makes  you  believe  fo  ? that 
he  replied,  becaufe  it  is  left  upon  record, 
Henceforth  fhall  all  generations  call  me  bleA 
ed that  they  then  damned  him,  and  faid, 
how  do  you  know  what  is  left  upon  record  ? 
adding,^  dont  you  know  that  tho’  you  are  now 
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**  alive,  your  foul  is  broiling  in  hell,  and  all  of 
your  fort  ? that  he  replied,  he  did  nor  believe 
that ; that  they  then  enquired  if  he  went  to 
maf$  fince  the  rebellion  ? that  he  anfwered 
in  the  negative,  as  thinking  it  more  prudent 
to  keep  away,  left  they  ftiould  fay,  he  went 
thro’  fear,  and  that  he  was  determined  never 
to  embrace  their  dodlrine ; then  faid  they  you 
muft  die,  to  which  he  anfwered,  I fear  hot 
what  man  can  do  unto  me ; that  they  then, 
ordered  him  to  kneel  down,  declaring  he 
ihould  live  no  longer ; that  he  obeyed,  and' 
was  fcarce  on  his  knees,  when  Edward 
Sinnot,  who  was  then  one  of  his  neighbours, 
went  behind,  and  difeharged  his  piece  at  him  j 
that  the  ball  entered  about  the  fmall  of  his 
back,  and  came  out  at  the  lower  part  of  his 
belly ; believing  they  had  killed  him,  they 
went  on  their  way  to  the  camp ; that  tho’  fo 
badly  wounded,  he  had  prefence  of  mind  to 
lie  ftill,  concluding  that  if  they  returned,  and 
perceived  any  fig  ns  of  life,  they  would  put 
him  to  death  at  once  ; that  he  continued  lying 
for  about  half  an  hour,  bleeding  all  the  while, 
when  his  wife,  hearing  he  was  killed,  ran  in 
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the  great^ft  anguifli  of  mind  to  feefc  for  his 
body ; that  fhe  found  him  on  his  face,  and 
fuppofing  him  to  be  dead,  threw  herfelf  upon 
him,  and  immediately  exclaimed.  Oh ! my 
dear  Ned,  are  you  alive?  that  he  anfwered 
foftly,  yes  ; fhe,  overjoyed,  afked  if  he  was 
much  hurt?  a little,  faidhejcan  you  (land, 
my  dear  ? faid  fhe,  yes,  faid  he ; that  Ihe  and 
another  woman  then  raifed  him  up,  and  help- 
ed him  over  two  fields  ; but  being  weak  with 
the  lofs  of  blood,  his  limbs  failed,  and  he 
could  go  no  farther,  (iho’  he  thought  he  could 
have  walked  home,  if  he  had  got  up  imme- 
diately after  he  was  fhot;)  that  one  of  the 
women  ran  for  a horfe  and  car  to  convey  him 
to  the  remains  of  his  dwelling ; that  he  was 
brought  thither  juft  with  the  figns  of  life,  and 
put  to  bed,  but  with  little  hope  of  recovery, 
having  no  medical  aid  ; that  he  hy  in  this 
condition  all  night,  fo  that  by  morning,  be 
had  loft  about  fix  quarts  of  blood,  in  addition 
to  what  he  loft  when  lying  on  the  ground  ; 
that  his  wife  however,  with  a dependance  on 
the  Lord,  undertook  to  be  hisdodor;  that 
wafhed  his^  wound  with  water  in  which 
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‘‘  herbs  were  boiled,  then  applied  a plaifter,  and 
thus  daily  for  fix  weeks  fhe  went  on,  until  by 
the  bleffing  of  God  a perfed  cure  was  made.” 

But  to  return.  Though  the  rebels  formed 
a jundion  on  the  22d  of  June,  in  the  moun- 
tains between  the  counties  of  Wexford  and 
Kilkenny,  their  intention  was  to  feparate  ; for 
which  purpofe,  they  formed  their  forces  into 
two  divifions  j one  commanded  by  general 
Roche,  Edward  Fitzgerald,  and  prleft  John 
JMurphy,  to  march  into  the  county  of  Kilken- 
ny ; and  the  other  party  to  be  commanded  by 
Perry,  Piieft  Kearns,  Garret  and  William 
Byrne,  to  occupy  the  niountainous  parts  of 
the  county  of  Wicklow.  For  this  end  the 
party  under  general  Roche,  &c.  began  their 
march  early  on  the  night  of  the  2 2d  of  June, 
and  on  the  next  morning  made  their  appear- 
ance oppofite  Gpre’s-bridge,  a village  on  the 
river  Barrow,  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny. 
The  forces  ftationed  thete,  confifted  only  of 
one  troop  of  the  4th  dragoon  guards,  and  a 
company  of  the  Wexford  militia,  which  pre- 
pared to  ftop  their  progrefs  j aild  for  that  pur- 
Cc'2,  pofc 
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pofe  took  pofleflion  of  the  bridge ; the  army 
perceiving  the  rebels  planting  their  cannon  on 
the  oppofite  fide,  and  fording  the  river  in  con- 
fiderable  numbers,  thought  it  more  prudent  to 
retreat ; all  the  dragoons  efcaped  ; but  24  of 
the  Wexford  militia  were  taken  prifoners;  and 
eight  of  them  being  Proteftants,  were  murder- 
ed on  that  and  the  following  day.  The  in- 
tention of  the  rebels  was  now  to  form  a junc- 
tion with  the  Colliers,  and  after  taking  Caftle- 
comber,  to  proceed  to  Kilkenny  on  Monday 
the  25th. 

From  Gore’s-bridgc  they  proceeded  through 
Kellymount,  (plundering  as  they  went  along) 
to  a hill  five  miles  from  Callle -comber,  in  the 
range  of  mountains  called  the  Ridge  ; where 
they  encamped  that  night,  determining  to  at- 
tack Caftle-comber  on  the  following  morning. 
The  Proteftants  of  the  country  being  terrified 
at  the  appearance  of  the  rebels,  and  knowing 
that  if  they  ftaid  at  home  their  lives  would  be 
in  danger,  haftened  to  Caftle-comber.  Aborit 
one  o’clock,  a troop  of  the  4th  dragoons,  a com- 
pany of  the  Roya:  Downihire  militia,  and  a 

few 


few  yeomen,  arrived  from  Ballynakill ; thefe, 
with  a troop  of  the  Royal  Irifti  dragoons,  two 
companies  of  the  Waterford  militia,  and  one 
troop  of  yeomen  cavalry,  about  ^50  in  all, 
made  up  the  entire  of  their  military  force. 

The  rebels  after  hearing  mafs  from  prieft 
John  Murphy,  quit  their  encampment,  and 
marched  towards  CaflJe-cpmber ; the  military 

' * y * 

marched  out  of  town  to  meet  the  rebels,  who 
advanced  in  the  moft  daring  manner,  and  in 
tolerable  order,  with  their  gun’s-men  in  the 
fpnt.  vThe  engagement  began  between  fix 
and  feven  o’clock,  with  a fmart  fire,  which 
was  briflely  kept  up  on  both  fides  for  feme 
time ; but  the  army  at  length  gave  way,  and 
retreated  to  the  town  ; the  military  then  took 
poffeffion  of  the  bridge,  where  there  was  a hot 
adlion  for  fome  time,  when  the  commanding 
officer  ordered  a retreat.  The  cavalry,  and 
fome  of  the  infantry  inftantly  obeyed  ; but 
about  20  of  the  Waterford  militia  abfolutely 
refufed ; declaring,  ‘‘  they  would  prefer  death 

before  difhonour.”  f On  the  retreat  of  the 
army,  the  perfidious  inhabitants  fet  the  town 


* See  Jones’s  Narrative. 
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on  fire.  The  few  military  who  difobeyed  or* 
ders,  and  about  30  loyalifts  of  the  town,  were 
all  that  now  remained  to  engage  the  enemy, 
but  at  this  jundlure  major  general  Sir  Charles 
Afgill  arrived,  with  a reinforcement  of  900 
men.  The  rebels  perceiving  fuch  an  army, 
flieltered  themfelves  in  the  woods,  and  fired 
on  the  military  ; but  1 8 rounds  of  grape-fhot 
focn  diflodged  them,  when  they  were  attacked 
on  all  fides ; and  about  four  in  the  afternoon 
retreated,  leaving  upwards  of  400  dead.  The 
lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  military,  was  very  inr 
confiderable.  For  the  fafety  of  Kilkeny,  the 
troops  were  obliged  to  return  there  that  night; 
,the  loyalifts  who  fled  with  them,  could  not  be 
]efs  than  6co  ; they  left  the  moft  of  their  pror 
perty  behind,  which  a party  of  the  rebels  who 
returned,  carried  offi 

After  the  defeat  at  Caftle-comber,  the  rebels 
kept  hovering  about  the  mountains,  not  wifli- 
ing  to  remain  long  iri  one  ftation,  till  they 
collected  their  forces,  which  were  very  inuch 
fcattered  after  the  adlion.  Having  them 
nearly  ccllecfted,  they  again  formed  their 

camp 
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camp  on  the  Ridge^  where  they  remained  till 
the  evening  of  the  25th  of  June,  when  they 
left  that  fituation,  and  advanced  towards 
Kcllymount  and  Gore’s-bridge. 

On  the  24th,  the  troops  in  Maryborough, 
confiding  of  part  of  the  Royal  Downlhire 
militia,  with  their  battalion  guns,  commanded 
by  major  Matthews ; Ballyfin  yeomen  caval- 
ry, and  the  Maryborough  cavalry,  both  corps 
under  the  command  of  captain  Pole,  were  put 
in  motion,  and  marched  towards  the  Collieries 
of  Caftle-comber  and  Donane,  by  order  of 
general  Sir  Charles  Afgill.  On  the  road  they 
obferved  Caftle-comber  on  fire,  and  advancing 
ftill  to  Moyad,  faw  the  rebels  in  great  force 
on  the  rifing  grounds  above  Donane  ; they  re* 
ceived  intelligence,  that  Sir  Charles  had  that 
morning  engaged  them  at  Caftle-comber,  and 
that  his  force  was  at  leaft  double  theirs,  but 
that  he  had  for  certain  rcafons  returned  to 
Kilkenny.  Major  Matthews,  thinking  it  ra- 
ther late  to  attack  them,  fell  back  to  Timahoe, 
where  an  exprefs  arrived  from  Sir  Charles, 
defiring  major  Matthews,  and  the  troops  un- 
der 
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der  his  command  to  return  to  Maryborough, 
This  was  anfwered  by  an  exprefs  from  major 
Matthews,  propofing  to  Sir  Charles  to  attack 
the  enemy  the  next  morning,  on  the  road  from 
Donane,  and  that  he  would  attack  them  on  the 
road  from  Timahoe.  Sir  Charles  would  not 
agree  to  it,  as  his  troops  were  fatigued,  but 
left  it  to  major  Matthews  to  attack  them  if  he 
could  with  fafety,  or  to  return  to  Mary- 
borough ; he  chofe  the  former ; and  having 
made  proper  arrangements,  purfued  the  rebels 
to  Moyad  the  next  morning,  wheie  he  had 
laft  feen  them ; the  rebels  moved  from  this  fta- 
tion  to  the  Ridge,  to  which  they  were  follow- 
ed by  major  Matthews,  who  was  again  difap- 
pointed  in  bringing  them  to  aAion,  as  they 
had  marched  to  Gore’s-bridge.  The  cavalry 
then  went  to  Old  Leighlin  for  intelligence, 
from  which  place  captain  Pole  fent  an  exprefs 
to  Sir  Charles,  who  lay  in  Kilkenny,  inform- 
ing him  of  what  they  had  done,  and  their  in- 
tention of  attacking  the  enemy  wherever  they 
found  them.  Here  they  met  with  great  kind- 
nefs  from  Mr,  Vigars,  a gentleman  of  fortune, 
who  fupplied  the  troops  with  horfes  and  cars 
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to.  carry  them,  as  they  were  much  fatigued, 
and  accompanied  them  himfelf,  giving  them, 
every  alliftance  in  his  power.  The  whole  ar- 
rived at  Leighlin-bridge  about  12  o’clock  at 
night,  and  in  two  hours  after,  an  exprefs  ar- 
rived from  Sir  Charles,  defiring  the  troops  to 
meet  him  at  Goi^’s-bridge,  at  5 o’clock  the 
following  morning.  They  inftantly  marched, 
but  on  the  road,  major  Matthews  received 
fuch  intelligefice,  as  induced  him  to  alter  his 
route,  in  order  to  get  between  the  rebels  and 
the  mountains,  at  the  fame  time  fending  an 
exprefs  of  this  manoeuvre  to  Sir  Charles,  who 
had  marched  with  detachments  of  the  Wex- 
ford militia,  colonel  Lord  Loftus  ; Wicklow 
militia,  colonel  Howard  ; and  fome  regular  and 
yeomen  cavalry,  under  the  command  of  ma- 
jor Donaldfon  of  the  9th  dragoons. 

Major  Matthews  came  in  view  of  the  re- 
bels, advantageoully  polled  on  a rifing  ground, 
in  an  extenfive  flat,  at  Kilcomney,  near  Gore’s- 
bridge,  and  difeharging  a field  piece  at-  them, 
they  retired  about  a mile  to  form  their  line  ; 
the  ariny  purfued  in  column,  and  by  the  time 
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the  rebels  had  formed,  Sir  Charles  attacked 
them  on  the  other  fide  of  the  hill,  and  being 
joined  by  major  Matthews,  charged  them  in 
fuch  a manner,  as  foon  broke  their  line,  when 
a terrible  flaughter  enfued.  The  troops  being 
joined  together,  purfued  them  into  the  county 
of  Wexford,  leaving  upwards  ofiooodead 
in  the  furrounding  country. 

When  it  is  known  that  the  rebel  army 
would  not  have  been  brought  to  adlion,  but 
for  the  exertions  of  this  little  corps,  and  when 
it  is  known  that  this  corps  purfued  a large 
body  of  rebels  at  leaft  5000  ftrong,  with  10 
pieces  of  cannon  for  nearly  40  miles,  without 
orders,  or  direflions  from  any  general  officer 
^whatfoever ; and  that  except  fome  bread  they 
got  at  Leighlin-bridge,  not  a man  of  them 
tafted  food  for  forty-four  hours,  it  mu  ft  be  al- 
lowed that  they  did  their  duty,  and  that  they 
deferve  well  of  their  country. 


RETURN 

t)f  the  killed^  wounded  and  tnijfingy  of  the  Troops 
■ engaged  at  Kilcomnejy  the  %6th  of June  1 798. 
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OFFICER  KILLED. 

Lieutenant  Stones,  Mount-Leinfter  yeomen 
infantry. 

PRIVATES. 

jth  dragoons,  i horfe  miffing. 

pth  dragoons,  i ferjeant  wounded,  I horfe^ 
killed; 

Hompefcb’s  huffars,  i rank  and  file  wound- 
ed. 

• > 

Maryborough  cavalry,  i rank  and  file 
wounded,  4 horfes  killed. 

' • . tv 

RETURN 

Of  Ordnance^  Colours  and  Ammunition 
taken.  ) 

I colours — 5 four  pounders — 5 one  pound- 
ers— 4 fwivels— a few  guns,  and  a number  of 
pikes,  which  were  deftroyed  as  foon  as  taken ; 
a number  of  (hot  of  different  Czes,  with  a 
quantity  of  lead  and  moulds. 

RETURN 
Of  Stores  taken^ 

Black  cattle,  1 70 ; Sheep,  i qo  ; Horfej, 
700.  Total,  970.  Allb  a vaft  quantity  of 
bedding,  blanketting,  and.  wearing  apparel.  , 
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. Perry,  priefi;  Kearns,  and  the  party  under 
their  command,  remained  on  the  county  of 
Wicklow  mountains,  till  the  night  of  the  24th 
of  June,  when  they  refolved  on  attacking 
Hackef s-town,  In  the  county  of  Carlow,  near 
the  mountains.  The  force  in  Hacket’s-town 
at  that  time,  confifted  of  50  Antrim  militia, 
lieutenant  Gardiner  ; 30  Upper  Talbot’s-town 
cavalry,  captain  Hume ; 26  Shillelagh  caval- 
ry, lieutenants  Bradwell  and  Taylor;  46 
HackecVtown  corps,  captain  Hardy,  and  30 
Goolattin  infantry,  captain  Chamney  ; a fmall 
number  to  engage  4000  rebels,  that  knew  not 
how  to  fhew  mercy  to  any  perfon,  who  was  fo 
unfortunate  as  to  fall  into  their  hands.  Lieut. 
Gardiner  marched  his  men  out  of  the  town  tp 
receive  the  rebels,  and  if  poffible  to  prevent 
their  coming  in ; but  after  a few  rounds  of 
mufquetry,  perceiving  that  their  intention 
was  to  furround  him,  he  drew  his  men  into 
the  town  and  barracks,  being  fully  refolved  to 
withftand  them  and  defend  the  town  to  the  laft. 
The  rebels  purfued  with  loud  huzzaing,  and 
the  town  on  fire.  The  engagement  was  ob- 
ftinate  and  bloody,  and  the  conteft  lafted 

without 
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without  intermiffion  in  the  miclil  of ’the 
flames,  for  nine  hours,  when  the  rebels  began 
to  retreat,  and  foon  after  fled  in  every  diredli- 
on.  The  cavalry  then  charged,  and  a dreadful 
carnage  enfued ; they  were  totally  routed  and 
cut  to  pieces.  Thirty  car  loads  qf  the  killed 
and  wounded  were  carried  off  in  the  retreat, 
many  thrown  into  the  houfcs  while  on  fire, 
and  numbers  wsre  fpund  in  the  ftreets  ^nd 

•f 

ditches, 

REIURN 

O/*  the  killed  and  wounded  of  his  Majeflys 
l^roops  in  the  defence  of  Racket" s-town^ 

June  the  %^th^  1798. 

OEFICER  KILLED. 

Captain  Hardy,  Racket’s- tpwn  yeomen  in- 
fantry. 

PRIVATES. 

Upper  Talbot’s-town  cavalry,  4 rank  and 
file  killed,  i wounded. 

Antrim  detachment,  I ferjeant,  4 rank  and 
file  wounded. 

Hacket’s-town  infantry,  4 rank  and  file 
killed,  6 wounded;  ^ 
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Coollattin  infantry,  S rank  and  file  wounded* 

Suppiementary,  2 rank  and  file  wounded. 

After  this  the  rebels  fuffered  feverely,  being 
much  weakened,  and  chafed  through  different 
parts  of  the  country  by  the  army  and  yeoman- 
ry ; however  they  ftill  kept  in  bodies,  almoft 
dead  with  hunger,  and  the  great  fatigue  of 
running  from  hill  to  hill. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  information  was 
brought  to  Gorey,  that  the  rebels  in  fomc  force 
were  advancing  towards  Carnew ; a fmall  town 
on  the  borders  of  the  counties  of  Wicklow 
and  Wexford,  but  fituated  in  the  former. 

. General  Needham  with  a large  body  under 
fiis  command,  was  encamped  on  Gorey-hill, 

. and  being  apprifed  of  this  circumftance,  or- 
dered out  a reconnoitring  party  of  the  Ancient 
Britifh  cavalry,  and  fome  of  the  yeomenry. 
After  marching  a few  miles,  they  were  joined 
by  a party  of  the  5th  dragoon  guards,  Antient 
Britons  and  yeomenry,  under  the  command  of 
lieutenant  colonel  Puleflon  of  the  Ancient 
Britons,  which  made  them  near  1 50  ftrong.  As 
the  patrole  advanced,  they  met  a woman  who 
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informed  them,  that  the  rebels  were  near  Bal- 
lyellis,  and  that  they  had  not  much  ammuni- 
tion. The  colonel  turning  ro  his  men  fwore 
he  would  cut  them  in  pieces ; and  making  all 
rpeed,  he  defcried  them  coming  along  the 
fide  of  KilcaVan  hill.  When  the  rebels  faw 
the  cavalry  advancing,  in  fo  rapid  and  in- 
cautious a manner,  they  inftantly  left  the 
high  way,  and  lay  down  under  the  cover  of 
a hedge,  till  the  army  fhould  come  up ; having 
to  all  appearance  abandoned  their  horfes,  bag- 
gage cars,  and  wounded,  which-  they  had 
brought  from  the  battle  of  Hacket’s-town. 
The  ditch  the  rebels  lay  behind,  was  a very 
high  one,  to  the  right ; the  left  of  the  road  was 
walled,  and  a deep  dyke  between  the  road 
and  it.  When  the  patrole  came  up,  the  rebels 
opened  a moft  tremendous  fire  of  mufquetry 
on  them  ; and  being  fo  fecurely  iheltered,  the 
cavalry  could  do  no  execution  ; being  obliged 
to  gallop  ftooping  under  cover  of  the  hedge ; 
and  not  being  fufficiently  cautious  to  avoid 
the  cars,  together  with  the  weight  and  force 
of  fuch  a body  of  men,  rode  againftfome  of' 
them,  and  overthrew  them;  thofe  in  the 
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rere  prefling  forward,  and  being  obliged  alfa 
to  ftoop,  could  not  look  before  them  in  time, 
nor  fuddeiily  flop,  therefore  tumbled  one  over 
another,  horfe  over  horfe,  whilft  fome  of 
the  horfes  feet  got  fattened  in  the  ftiafts  of 
the  cars,  fo  that  the  road  was  ftrewed  with 
men  and  horfes,  plunging  and  tumbling  about. 
The  rebels  taking  advantage  of  this  confufion, 
ruflied  on  them,  piked  and  ihot  25  Antient 
Britons,  1 1 fifth  dragoons,  6 Gorey  cavalry, 
2 Ballaghkeene  cavalry,  and  2 loyalifts,  who 
went  out  with  the  patrole,  befides  wounding 
many.  The  remainder  pafled  *on  through 
Carnew,  and  by  taking  another  route,  got 
fafely  to  Gorey.  During  this  tranfadlion, 
the  Wingfield  difmoimted  cavalry  and  infan- 
try, under  the  command  of  captain  Gowan, 
came  up  with  the  rebels,  and  having  no  parti- 
cular uniform,  the  rebels  thought  they  were 
part  of  their  own  forces,  but  the  yeomenry 
feeing  their  opportunity  attacked  them  with 
great  fpirit,  killed  a number  of  them,  and 
made  their  retreat  likewife  into  Gorey,  without 
the  lofs  of  a man.  By  the  defeat  of  the  pa- 
trole, the-  rebels  acquired  a fferength  of  arms 
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■and  ammunition  ; and  knowing  chat  Carnew 
, was  in  a feeble  ftate  of  defence,  they  refolved 
on  attacking  it ; but  after  an  uninterrupted 
conteft  of  two  days,  they  were  repulfed  by 
its  gallant  yeomenry,  who  killed  a number  of 
them,  and  drove  the  reft  into  the  country. 
The  town  of  Carnew  was  however  deftroyed. 

After  the  defeat  the  rebels  met  with  at  Car- 
new,  they  fixed.their  encampment  on  a large 
mountain,  which  feparates  the  county  of  Wex- 
ford from  Wicklow,  called  the  White-heaps. 
Here  they  remained  till  the  morning  of  the 
5th  of  July,  when  two  great  columns  of  the 
King’s  troops,  under  the  command  of  majors 
general  Sir  James  Duffe  and  Needham,  arrived 
with  an  intention  to  furround  the  hill,  and 
make  a general  attack.  The  rebels  having 
received  intelligence  of  their  purpofe,  moved 
off  the  hill  early  in  the  morning,  but”  were  met 
by  Sir  James  Duffe’s  column,  and  after  a 
few  cannon  fhot  retreated.  Sir  James  purfued 
the  flying  enemy,  but  general  Needham’s 
column  was  at  too  great  a diftance  for  his  in- 
fantry to  afllft  ; however,  his  cavalry,  (which 
were  chiefly  yeomen)  joined  in  the  purfuit, 
K e which 
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which  continued  for  twelve  miles,  when 
they  were  flopped  on  fome  riling  grounds  ; 
but  the  regiments  under  Sir  James  Dufie, 
coming  up  with  their  curricle  guns,  the  rebels, 
after  a fhort  conteft  were  again  put  to  flight, 
with  conliderable  lofs,  and  difperfed  all  over 
the  country.  The  lofs  of  the  army  was  6 men 
killed,  1 6 wounded,  and  6 horfes  killed.  The 
chief  part  of  the  enemy  flew  to  Carrigrua-hill ; 
but  had  not  been  there  quite  an  hour,  when 
they  were  driven  from  that  ftation,  by  the 
King’s  county  militia,  commanded  by  col. 
L’  Eftrange,  which  was  at  that  time  encamped 
at  Ferns,  about  four  miles  from  the  hill.  From 
Carrigrua,  the  chief  part  of  the  rebels  retreat- 
ed to  a mountain,  called  Slieve-buoy,  near  Car- 
new,  where  they  formed  a fort  of  camp  ; but 
here  they  met  with  fuch  hardfhip,  that  num- 
bers of  them  died  with  abfolute  want  and  fa- 
tigue. Many  of  them  deferted  the  ftandard 
of  rebellion,  and  availing  themfelves  of  the 
merciful  proclamation,  iffbed  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  Privy  Council,  returned  to 
their  homes,  to  enjoy  the  bleflings  of  that  con- 
ftitution  they  laboured  to  overturn. 
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Perry,  defpairing  of  doing  any  naorc  execu^ 
tion  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  as  it  was  now 
fo  ftrong  with  military,  diredled  his  route  to 
the  county  of  Kildare,  and  there  joined  a 
ftrong  body  of  rebels,  under  the  command  or 
Michael  Aylmer,  colonel  of  the  Kildare  rebel 
arnay,  hoping  that  he  could  penetrate  into 
the  North  of  Ireland,  where  he  expedled  to  be  . 
affifted  by  a numerous  body:  But  Aylmer 
prevailed  on  him  to  abandon  his  intention  of 
marching  to  the  North  ; thinking  it  more  ad- 
vifable  to  attack  Clonard,  (a  town  on  the  con- 
fines of  the  <;ounties  of  Kildare  ^nd  Meath, 
and  built  on  the  river  Boyne,)  as  there  was 
but  a finall  force  to.  defend  it;,  then  march 
by  Kilbeggan  to  the  Shannon,  and  furprife 
Athlone;  where  from  its  being  the  centre  of  the 
Kingdom,  he  expedled  great  reinforcements. 
The  plan  was  accordingly  adopted  ; and  their 
united  forces  being  now  about  4000,  they  pro- 
ceeded on  the  Ilth  of  July,  to  put  their  de- 
figns  in  execution. 

The  military  at  Clonard,  were  unapprifed  of 
the  motions  of  the  enemy,  till  about  eleven 
E e 2 o’clock  ; 


o clock  ; ^ when  they  received  Intelligence  of 
their  approach.  Every  preparation  was  now 
inade  ; the  men  afiembled,  and  were  placed  in 
the  moft  advantageous  pofitions  under  the  corny 
mand  of  lieutenant  Tyrrell,  of  the  Clonard 
yeomen  cavalry.  Six  of  the  corps,  including 
the  lieutenant's  fon,  (a  lad  only  I5  years  of 
age,)  took  pofleffion  of  an  old  turret,  at  the 
extremity  of  the  lieutenant's  garden,  which 
commanded  the  road  the  rebels  were  to  come. 
Such  was  the  rapidity  with  which  they  ad- 
vanced, that  the  firing  aclually  commenced 
from  this  quarter  upon  their  cavalry,  before 
the  entire  guard  could  be  colledled,  and  the 
gate  leading  into  the  court-yard  was  under 
■ fuch  neceffity  clofed,  to  the  exclufion  of  fe- 
veral ; fo  that  when  the  lieutenant  came  to 
afeertain  his  ftrength,  he  found  he  had  only 
27  men,  including  his  own  three  fons,  the 
eldeft  of  whom  was  only  1 7 years  old  ! Such 
a critical  fituation,  required  all  the  coolnefs  of 
a man  innured  to  military  dangers ; and  all 
the  exertion,  Ikill,  and  firmnefs  of  a veteran 
foldier.  But  although  lieutenant  Tyrrell  had 

never 
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Narrative,  and  by  his  permiffion  is  embodied  with  this  Work. 
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never  ferved  in  the  army,  his  own  good  fcnfe 
fupplied  the  want  of  experience,  and  his  native 
courage  furniftied  refources  adequate  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  occafion.  He  found  his 
men*  as  zealous  as  himfelf,  determined  to 
maintain  their  poll,  and  to  difcharge  their 
duty  to  their  King  and  country ; or  fall  in 
fuch  a glorious  caufe.  After  fending  a fupply 
of  ammunition  to  the  advanced  ^poft  at  the 
turret,  and  ftationing  out-pofts,  he  retired  into 
his  dwelling-houfe,  with  the  main  body; 
from  which  he  feledled  the  beft  markVmen,, 
and  placing  them  at  particular  windows,  gave 
direcflions  that  they  fhould  not  fire  without 
having  their  objedl  covered  ; he  had  the  reft 
of  the  men  fecured  behind  the  walls,  and  in-  ‘ . 
ceflantly  employed,  in  loading  mufquets  and 
carrabines  for  the  mark’s-men  at  the  windows. 

The  firing,  as  has  been  obferved,  commenced 
from  the  turret.  About  300  of  the  rebel  ca- 
valry, commanded  by  captain  Farrell,  formed 
their  advanced  guard,  and  approached  the 
turret  in  a fmart  trot,  without  apprehending 
any  danger.  The  fir  ft  (hot  was  fired  by 
young  Mr.  Tyrrell,  which  mortally  wounded 
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Farrell ; the  reft  immediately  difcharged  on 
the  rebel  cavalry,  and  threw  them  into  fuch 
confufion,  that  they  fled  out  of  the  reach  of 
the  firing.  The  rebel  infantry  coming  up, 
pafled  the  turret  under  cover  of  the  wall ; and 
numbers  were  polled  behind  a thick  hedge,  on 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  road,  from  which  they 
kept  up  a fmart  fire  againll  the  turret,  but  to 
no  effed. 

The  infantry  which  had  pafled  the  turret, 
being  joined  by  another  party  which  came 
by  a crofs  road,  (for  it  feems  their  plan  was 
to  furround  the  hpufe,  by  advancing  ih  dif- 
ferent dircdlions,)  ftationed  a guard  upon  the 
bridge  to  prevent  any  reinforcement  arriving 
in  that  direction.  In  a few  minutes,  ten  or 
twelve  of  thefe  guards  were  fhot  by  the 
mark Vmen  from  the  windows ; upon  which 
the  reft  fled  ; not  one  of  the  rebels  appeared 
afterwards  on  the  bridge,  fo  that  the  commu- 
nication with  the  Weftern  road,  was  in  a great 
meafure  preferved  ; the.  importance  of  which, 
to  the  little  garrifon  at  Clonard,  will  appear 
in  the  event  of  the  day. 
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The  enemy  being  thus  defeated  in  their 
. firft  onfet,  in  both  points  of  attack,  became 
exafperated  to  the  mod  extravagant  fury,  and 
determined  on  the  moll  favage  revenge*  A 
large  party  contrived  to  penetrate  into  the 
garden  by  the  rere,  and  fome  of  them  imme* 
diately  rufbed  into  the  turret*  The  yeomen 
jftationed  there,  were  upon  the  upper  floor, 
they  had  the  precaution  to  drag  up  the  ladder 
by  which  they  afcended  ;’the  rebels  endeavour- 
ed to  climb  up  on  each  other,  fo  as  to  reach 
the  upper  ftory,  but  they  were  kitted  as  faft  as 
they  appeared ; others  then  ran  pikes  into  the 
ceiling,  and  fired  through  it,  but  without  ef- 
fe<fl ; the  conflict  was  obftinate  and  bloody, 
twenty-feven  of  the  rebels  lay  dead  on  the 
ground  floor  ; when  at  length  they  brought  a 
quantity  of  ftraw,  and  fet  the  turret  on  fire. 
Two  of  the  yeomen  endeavouring  to  force 
their  way  thro’  the  fmoke,  were  immediately 
put  to  death  ; and  the  other  four  efcaped,  by 
leaping  from  a window  20  foot  high  into  an 
hay-yard,  from  whence  under  cover  of  a wall 
which  divided  it  from  the  garden,  they  ef- 
caped into  the  houfe. 
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Having  fucceeded  fo  well  by  the  eflFefl  of 
conflagration,  the  enemy  fet  fire  to  the  toll- 
houfe,  and  fome  other  cabins  on  the  left  near 
the  bridge^  for  the  purpofe  of  embarrafing  and 
confufing  the  garrifon ; during  this  operation, 
they  were  feen  throwing  their  dead  into  the 
flames,  for  the  purpofe  of  evading  difcovery. 
The  battle  had  now  lafted  near  fix  hours ; 
about  five  in  the  evening  the  approach  of  fuc- 
cour  was  defcried  from  the  houfe : the  hopes 
of  all  were  elevated,  and  they  fought  with  re- 
novated vigour. 

One  of  the  guards  who  had  been  excluded 
by  the  fudden  fhutting  of  the  gates  in  the 
morning,  finding  he  could  be  of  no  ufe,  repair- 
ed toT  Kinnegad ; reprefented  the  fituation  of 
his  friends  at  Clonard,  upon  which  lieutenant 
Houghton,  with  14  of  the  Kinnegad  infantry, 
and  aferjeant,  with  li  of  the  Northumberland 
fencibles,  immediately  marched  for  Clonard  ; 
this  being  all  the  force  could  be  fpared.  The 
pafs  by  the  bridge  having  been  kept  open  in 
the  manner  before  related  ; lieutenant  Tyrrell 
fallied  from  the  houfe,  and  foon  effedled  a 
^ jundlion 
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jundion  with  this  reinforcement.  A few 
vollies  completely  cleared  the  roads,  and  hav- 
ing then  placed  the  Northumberland  fenciblea 
and  Kinnegad  infantry,  in  fuch  fituatioiis  as 
moft  efFeftually  to  gall  the  enemy  in  their  re- 
treat from  the  garden,  the  lieutenant  himfelf 
undertook  the  hazardous  enterprife  of  dis- 
lodging them  from  thence. 

At  this  time  it  is  fuppofed  there  were  400 
rebels  in  the  garden  ; numbers  of  them  were 
ported  upon  a mount  planted  with  old  fir 
trees,  which  afforded  confiderable  protedlion, 
and  many  lay  concealed  behind  a privet  hedge, 
from  whence  they  could  fee  dirtindlly  every 
perfon  who  entered  the  garden ; tho’  unper- 
ceived themfelves.  Lieutenant  Tyrrell,  at  the 
head  of  a few  picked  men  ruflied  into  the 
garden,  and  was  received  by  a general  dis- 
charge from  both  parties  of  the  enemy ; no 
time  was  loft  in  attacking  the  party  behind  the 
hedge,  who  being  defeated,  retired  to  the 
mount ; here  the  adlion  again  became  warm, 
the  enemy  appeared  determined  to  maintain 
the  advantage  of  their  fitnation ; and  the  yeq- 
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msn,  tho’  fatigued  with  the  heat  and  bur- 
then of  the  day,  could  not  think  of  retiring ; 
fix  of  them  were  badly  wounded ; ftill  they 
perfevered  with  the  mod  undaunted  courage, 
and  fupporting  a fteady  and  well  directed  fire 
againft  the  mount,  the  enemy  were  at  length 
difperfed,  and  in  their  flight,  the  Northumber- 
land fencibles  and  Kinnegad  infantry  made 
great  havoc  among  them. 

The  vidlory  was  now  complete  ; as  glorious 
an  atchievement  as  occurred  during  the  whole 
rebellion ; for  which  the  gallant  lieutenant 
Tyrrell  and  his  men,  can  never  be  too  much 
applauded.  It  was  the  firft  check  the  united 
army  of  Wexford  and  Kildare  met  with,  and 
proved  the  fore-runner  of  thofe  feveral  defeats 
which  terminated  in ‘their  total  difperfion. 
There  were  150  of  the  rebels  killed,  and  60 
wounded ; which  tho’  acconuplilhed  by  27 
men,  will  not  appear  extraordinary,  when  it  is 
known  that  thefe  men  difcharged  upwards  of 
1300  rounds  of  ball-cartridge ! 

After  proceeding  fome  diflance  from  CIo- 
nard,  along  the  Dublin  road,  they  turned  to 
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their  right,  and  took  up  their  quarters  for  the 
night,  in  the  village  of  Carbery ; where  they 
poflefTed  themfelves  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Har- 
berton’s  houfe,  and  drank  wine  and  fpirlts  to 
excels.  On  the  morning  of  the  1 2th  of  July, 
they  moved  to  John’s-town,  and  from  thence 
to  the  Nineteen-mile  houfe.  They  were  pur- 
fued  by  6o  of  the  Limerick  militia,  and  20 
of  the  Edenderry  yeomen  cavalry,  under  the 
command  of  lieutenant  colonel  Gough ; who, 
after  reconnoitring  the  enemy  potted  on  a hill, 
attacked  them,  and  gave  them  a fignal  defeat ; 
they  then  fled  in  great  confufion,  leaving  all 
their  booty  of  cattle,  ftores,  &c.  behind  them. 

They  were  then  purfued  by  major  general 
Myers,  with  a detachment  of  the  Royal 
Buckinhamfhire  militia,'  and  fome  of  the 
Dublin  yeomenry,  who  drove  thern  towards 
Slane,  in  the  county  of  Meath.  T*:ey  then 
went  off,  under  cover  of  the  night,  to  i he  river 
Boyne,  and  paffed  it,  but  were  afterwards  pur- 
fued  by  two  diviflons,  under  major  general 
Wemys,  and  brigadier  general  Meyrick.  The 
rebels  again  formed  in  a ftrong.pofitlonon  the 
F f 2 road 
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road  toArdee;  but  as  foon  as  the  Sunderland 
regiment  with  their  battalion  guns  arrived, 
they  were  thrown  into  fuch  diforder  that  they 
broke  and  fled  in  all  diredlions.  The  cavalry 
and  yeomenrv  were  ordered  to  charge  them, 
which  they  diet  in  a gallant  manner,  and  hav- 
ing fled  into  a bog,  they  were  defeated  and 
cut  to  pieces  ; a quantity  of  guns,  pikes,  &c. 
with  two  ftand  of  colours  were  taken. 

Some  of  the  rebels  w^ho  efcaped,  fled  to- 
wards Ardee,  in  the  county  of  Louth,  the 
reft  retreated  over  the  Boyne,  towards  Gar- 
ret's-town,  in  the  county  of  Meath ; where 
they  were  again  purfued  and  attacked  by  de- 
tachmeiits  of  the  Fermanagh  and  Carlow  mi- 
litia ; Swords  yeomen  infantry,  and  about  loo 
cavalry  ; \vhich  confifted  of  part  of  the  Dum- 
fries light  dragoons,  and  three  corps  of  yeo- 
menry,  all  under  the  command  of  captain 
Gordon  of  the  Dumfries.  The  rebels  being 
in  general  mounted,  captain  Gordon  ordered 
part  of  his  cavalry  to  purfue  them  ; on  their 
advancing,  theeriemy  difmounted and  inftant- 
ly  difperfed ; not  i oo  remained  on  the  ground 
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when  the  infantry  came  up,  which  were  ma4c 
to  fly  on  the  firfl:  difcharge,  and  were  then 
piirfued  by  the  cavalry.  There  were  about 
150  of  the  rebels  killed,  without  any  lofs  on 
the  part  of  his  Majefty’s  forces. 

The  rebels  were  now  abandoned  to  defpair, 
every  man  who  furvived,  thought  only  of 
providing  for  his  own  fafety ; fome  fell  vidlims 
to  the  fate  they  deferved  ; whilft  others  tired 
of  a rebellious  life,  returned  home,  and  by 
means  of  proteBions^  moere  inetamorphofed  into 
^ood  and  loyal  fubjeBs^  until  their  fei  vices 
fhould  again  be  required. 

Perry  and  prieft  Kearns  rnade  their  efcape 
into  the  King’s  county,  and  remained  there 
but  a few  days,  when  they  were  taken  by  two 
of  the  Edenderry  yeomenry  ; brought  prifon- 
ers  to  the  town  of  Edenderry,  where  they  were 
tried  by  court-martial,  and  executed  on  the 
Sift  of  July  following.  Aylmer  and  Fitzge- 
rald, with  13  other  rebel  leaders,  gave  them- 
felves  up,  on  condition  of  being  tranfported, 
which  accordingly  took  place.  Garret  and 
William  Byrne  of  Ballymanus,  alfo  furrender- 
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ed  themfelves  on  the  above  condition ; the 
former  was  tranfported,  but  as  it  was  proved 
the  latter  was  concerned  in  various  murders 
during  the  rebellion,  he  was  tried  by  court- 
martial  in  Wicklow,  found  guilty,  and  fen- 
tenced  to  be  executed;  which  took  place  in 
Wicklow,  on  the  26th  of  September,  1799. 

Many  of  the  rebek  dreading  the  juftlce  of 
their  faW,  were  afraid  to  return  home  ; Ibme 
of  thefe  joined  a noted  rebel  named  Holt,  who 
was  formerly  a fub-conftable  in  the  county  of 
Wicklow,  and  who  infefted  the  mountainous 
part  of  that  county,  as  veil  as  many 
parts  of  the  county  of  Wexford.  Several 
bodies  of  yeomenry  and  other  military, 
inarched  frequently  againft  them ; and  were 
generally  fuccefsful,  wherever  they  could 
come  up  with  thefe  defperadoes.  Another 
party  took  flielter  in  the  woods  of  Killaugh^ 
rim  and  Monart,  in  the  county  of  Wexford  ; 
while  they  remained  there,  they  commit- 
ted feveral  nightly  robberies  and  murders. 
At  length  the  army  was  drawn  from  Rofs, 
Newtown-barry  and  Ferns,  in  order  to  fur- 
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round  thefe  v/oods^  which  they  did,  and  killed 
a number  of  the  rebels ; many  of  whom 
were  found  to  be  deferters  from  feveral  re- 
giments of  militia,  \ ^ 

Many  very  barbarous  and  outrageous  mur- ' 
ders,  were  committed  on  the  perfons  of  poor  ' 
Proteftants,  who  too  foon  returned  to  their 
dwellings,  not  thinking  the  rebels  would 
again  difturb  them.  So  frequent  were  thefe 
murders,  and  no  notice  being  taken  of  them,  . 
that  the  yeomenry  proclaimed  through  the  dif- 
ferent parilhes,  that  the  firft  Proteftant  that 
‘‘  was  pur  to  death,  they  would  fcour  the  coun- 
“ try  and  kill  the  PHefl  and  20  Papifts,  in 
“ whatever  parifli  fuch'  a murder  fliould  be 
committed.”  This  had  the  defired  eUeeft; 
there  were  no  more  put  to  death,  tho^  the  rob- 
beries were  as  frequent  as  ever. 

Holt,  like  fome  of  his  brethren,  tired  of 
a rebellious  life,  furrendered  himfelf  on  con- 
dition of  his  been  tranfported,  which  accord- 
ingly took  place.  Racket,  the  next  in  com- 
mand, flood  out  for  fome  time,  committing 
many  robberies,  but  at  length  lofl  his  life  in 
attacking  a gentleman’s  houfe  near  Arklow. 

Such 
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Such  was  the  activity  of  our  foldiers,  that  in 
all  probabdity  the  country  would  have  been 
reftored  to  perfed  tranquility,  had  not  the 
hopes  of  the  difaffeded  been  again  revived 
by  the  landing  of  a few  French  troops  at  Kil- 
lalla,  in  the  county  of  Mayo,  on  the  3 2d  of 
Auguft,  1798.  On  their  taking  poffelTion  of 
the  town,  general  Humbert  diftributed  the 
following  hand  bills  to  the  populace,  declaring 
thenifelves  the  friends  of  the  people,  and  their 
deliverers  from  oppreiEon. 

“HEALTH  AND  FRATERNITY,. 

TO  THE 

PEOPLE  OF  IRELAND ! 

“ The  great  nation  has  fent  me  to  you  with 
a band  of  heroes,  to  deliver  you  from  the 
hands  of  tyrants.  Fly  to  our  ftandards,  and 
lhare  with  us  the  glory  of  fubduing  the  world. 
We  will  teach  you  the  art  of  war,  and  to  def- 
pife  the  low  purfuits  of  toil  and  induftry ; you 
ihalllive  on  the  fpoilsof  war,  and  the  laLurs 
of  others.  The  acquifition  of  wealth  is  the 
acquifition  of  mifery,  and  the  enjoyment  of 
fafe  is  inglorious.  We  have  made  all  the 
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nations  we  have  conquered  happy,  by  ar~ 
retting  their  property,  by  applying  it  to  the 
common  caiife^  and  confecrating  it  to  the  cham- 
pions of  liberty ! Property  is  a*  common 
right,  belonging  to  the  valour  that  feizes  it. 
We  have  already  dettroyed  the  unafpiring 
tranquility  of  Switzerland  ! and  the  wealth, 
and  the  power,  and  the  bigotry  of  Italy  are 
no  more!  If  then  .thejuttice  pf  France  has 
thus  extended  its  reforming  vengeance  to 
unoffending  nations,  confider  with  how  much 
more  rigour  it  will  vlfit  you,  if  you  fhall 
flight  its  benignity.  Fly  to  our  ftandard,  and 
we  will  free  you  from  fpiricual,  as  well  as 
temporal  fubjedlion;  we  will  free  you. from 
the  fetters  of  religion,  and  the  frauds  of  priett- 
craft.  Religion  is 'a  bondage  intolerable  to 
free  minds ; we  have  baniflied  it  from  bur 
own  country^  and  put  down  the  grand  im- 
potter  the  Pope,  whofe  wealth  we  havefacri- 
ficed  on  the  altar  of  reafon.  Fly' to  our  ttand- 
ard,  and  we  will  break  your  connedlion  with 
England ; we  will  fave  you  from  the  mortifi- 
cation, of  feeing  yourfelves  under  an  invidious 
government,  and  exalt  you  into  the  rank  of 
G g ' thofe 
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thofe  countries  vviiich  now  enjoy  the  bene- 
fits of  French  fraternity.  Let  not  the  ties  of 
kindred,  the  feduClions  of  .eafe,  or  any  other 
unmanly  attachment  to  the  comforts  of  life, 
teach  you  to  negledt  this  friendly  call  of  your 
countryman  and  fellow-citizen.” 

« KILMAINE,  ^ LIEUT.  t5EN.” 

-‘I.WI  ^ 

LiSERTy,  ^Quality,  fraternity, 

« iJNtON  ! 

” IRISHMEN, 

You  have  not  forgot  Bantry-bay— you 
know  what  efforts  France  has  made  to  aflift 
you.  Fler  affeclions  for  you,  her  defires  for 
avenging  your  wrongs,  and  enfuring  your 
independence  can  never  be  impaired. 

‘‘  After  feveral  unfuccefsful  attempts,  behold 
Frenchmen  arrived  amongft,you. 

They  cofne  to  fup|>ort  your  courage,  to 
fhare  yot^T  dangers,  to  join  their  arms,  and  to 
lUilt  th^ir  Mood  with  yoUrs  in^the  facred  caU^fe 
of  liberty. 

“ Brave 

^ Lieutenant  Gencral  'Kilmame,  did  tiot  arrive  with  the 
French  ttoop?. 
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Brave  Iriflimen,  our  caufe  is  common  ; 
iikc  you  we  abhor  the  avaricious  and  blood- 
thirfty  policy  of  an  oppreflive  government ; 
like  you,  we  hold  as  indefeafible  the  right  of 
all  nations  to  ; liberty  ; like  you,  we  are  per- 
fuaded  that  the  peace  of  the  world  fhall  ever 
be  troubled,  as  long  as  the  Britifh  miniftry  is 
fuffered  to  make  with-  impunity,  a traffic  of 
theinduftry,  labour,  and  blood  of  the  people, 

**  But  exclufive  of  the  fame  interefts  which 
unite  us,  we  have  powerful  motives  to  love 
and  defend  you. 

‘‘  Have  we  i^ot  been  the  pretext  of  the  ctuel- 
jty  exercifed  againft  you  by  the  cabinet  of 
St.  James’s  ? The  heartfelt  intereft  you  have 
Ihewn  in  the  grand  events  of  our  reyolution--H 
Has  it  not  been  imputed  to  you  as  a crime  ? 
Are  not  tortures  and  death  continually  hang- 
ing over  fuch  of  yop,  as  are  barely  fufpeded 
of  being  our  friends  ? Let  us  unite  then  and 
march  to  glory.  - . 

We  fwear  the  rnoji  inviolable  reJpeB for  your 
properties^  your  laws^  ]^nd  all  ybur  religidiis 
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opinions.  Be  free ; be  majlers  in  your  own  country. 

We  look  for  no  other  conqueft  than  that  of  your 
liberty — no  other  fuccefs  than  yours. 

‘‘  The  moment  of  breaking  your  chains  is  < 
arrived;  our  triumphant  troops  are  now 
flying  to  the  extremities  of  the  earth,  to  tear 
the  roots  of  the  wealth  and  tyranny  of  pur 
enemies.  That  frightful  coloffus  is  moulder- 
ing away  in  every  part.  Can  there  be  any 

s ’ - 

Iriftiman  bafe  enough  to  feparate  hioifelf  at 
fuch  a happy  jundlure  from  the  grand  in- 
terefts  of  his  country  ? If  fuch  there  be,  brav^ 
friends,  let  him  be  chafed  from  the  country 
Tie  betrays,  and  let  his  property  become  the 
reward  of  thofe  generous  men,  who  know 
how  to  fight  and  die. 

Irifhmen,  recoiled  the  late  defeats  which 
your  enemies  have  experienced  from  the 
French;  recoiled  the  plains  of  Honfcoote, 
Toulon,  Quiberon,  and  Oftend ; recoiled  Ame- 
rica, free  from  the  moment  fhc  wiflied  to  be  fo. 

The  cQntefl:  between  you  and  your  pp- 
preflbrs  cannot  be  long. 

Union  ! liberty  ! the  Irifb  republic  !-— 

fuch 
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fuch  is  our  fliout,  let  us  march — our  hearts 
are  devoted  to  you;  our  glory  is  in  ypurhapi- 
pinefs.” 

Health  and  Fraternity ^ 

« HUMBERT,  GEN.’' 

Thvis  emboldened,  and  unebnfeious  of  thp 
fate  of  the  French,  a number  of  the  infurgents 
colledled  in  various  parts  of  the  country, 
avowing  their  purppfe  of  giving  every  poflible 
afliftance  to  them,  and  of  impeding  by  every 
means  in  their  power,  the  operations  of  the 
King’s  troops.  Large  bodies  were  colledl- 
ing  in  the  counties  of  Kildare,  Weftmeath, 
and  Longford  ; and  fo  very  fanguinary  were 
they,  that  they  put  on  many  of  the  churches 
in  thefe  counties,  orders  for  the  murdering  of 
heretics.  The  following  notice  was  polled  on 
the  church  door  of  Killafhee,  in  the  county  of 
Longford,  a few  days  after  the  French  troops 
landed  at  Killalla. 

« TAKE  NOTICE, 

Heretical  ufurpers,  that  the  brave  flaves 
of  this  ifland,  will  no  longer  live  in  bondage 
the  die  is  call:,  pur  deliverers  are  come,  and 
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“ the  royal  brute  who  held  the  Iron  rod  of  def- 
potic  tyranny,  is  expiring~-no  longer  fhall 
one  govern  four.  The  old  holy  religion 
be  re-eftablifhed  in  this  houfe,  and  the  earth 
fhall  no  longer  be  burthened  with  bloody  here^ 
iicsy  'who  under  the  pretence  of  rebellion, 
(which  they  themfelves  have  raifed)  mean  to 
maffacre  us.” 

The  flow’r-de-luce,  and  harp  we  will  difplay, 

“ While  tyrant  heretics  fhall  moulder  into  clay.” 

REVENGE!  REVENGE!  REVENGE! 

/ * 

During  the  tlrne  the  French  remained  in 
Ireland,  the  rebel  inhabitants  of  that  part  of 
• the  county  of  Wexford,  along  the  coaft,  be^ 
twetr.  faid  town  and  Gorey,  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Mackamores  ; thinking  themfelves 
loyal  fubjedls,  from  ha'ving  taken  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  and  obtained  protedlions,  fent  the 
following  letter  to  captain  Fitzgerald,  (then 
brigade  major  of  the  county  of  Wexford  yeo- 
menry,  who  had  alfo  raifed  fome  recruits  In 
this  part  of  the  county,)  requefting  of  him, 
^o  prefent  the  following  addrefs  to  major 

general 
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general  Hunter,  who  commanded  the-garrifon 
of  Wexford,  offering  their  fcrvices  to  march 
againft  the  invading  enemy. 

To  bregaddttr  magar  Figgeraldy  in  Waxford^ 

Plaife  your  honor  as  you  war  good 
enof  to  get  the  general  to  give  us  pardon,  and 
as  you  tould  us,  that  if  there  was  an  occafion 
youd  expe<5l  that  weed  fite  for  our  King  and 
cuntry,  and  as  ever  willin  to  be  up  to  our 
word,  we  fend  this  paper  about  the  bifnefs, 
and  if  your  honour  ill  give  us  leave  to  fite 
weel  do  every  thing  your  honour  bids  us,  and 
we  minded  nothing  elfe  to  morrow  but  to  fite 
for  the  kings  officers  againft  the  French,  and 
hopes  your  honour  will  excrffe  this  hafte  an 
we  wiffied  to  lofe  no  time,  and  excufe  our  not 
nowing  how  to  write  to  fuch  generals,  but  if 
your  honour  will  get  a mcmoral  drawn  rite 
your  honour  may  depend  on  us  and  put  our 
names  to  it  for  us  as  in  the  inclofed.” 

« O’  BRIEN, 

‘ « WALSH,  and  ^ 
SULLIVAN.” 

Ta 


To  the  general  Hunter^  or  governor  ofWat<ford^ 
“ belonging  to  King  George  the  third. 

We  the  Macamore  boys  was  in  the  turn 
out  againft  the  Orrange-men,  and  to  who 
your  noble  honour  gave  your  moft  grafous 
pardon  for  we  never  delarved  any  other  if  we 
war  let  alone,  and  being  tould  that  the  French 
was  cumeing  to  take  this  cunttry  from  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  King,  who  we  fwore  to 
fite  for,  and  in  regard  to  our  oath  and  to  your 
lordfhips  goodnefs  in  keeping  the  Orrange- 
men  from  killing  us  all,  weel  fite  til  we  die  if 
your  honour  will  give  us  leave,  and  weel  go 
in  the  front  of  the  battle,  and  we  never  ax  to 
go  in  the  back  of  the  army,  your  honour  will 
fend  wid  us,  and  if  we  dont  bate  them  weel 
never  ax  a bit  to  eat,  and  as  you  gave  us  pardon 
and  fpoke  to  the  King  about  us,  as  the  bre^ 
gaddeer  magar  tould  us  and  as  we  tould  him 
weed  never  deceive  your  honour,  tho  the 
black  mob  fays'weel  turn  out  a bit  again,  but 
weel  ihewthem  and  the  world  If  your  honour 
will  bid  us,  that  weel  fite  and  wont  run  away 
from  the  beft  of  them,  and  if  your  honour  wdll 
fend  down  the  magar  that  was  wid  us  from 

your 


your  lordflilp  afore,  or  the  honorable  niagar 
Curry,  or  the  Lord  Sir  James  Fowler  general 
of  the  Middle  lothin  fogers  in  Waxford,  and 
let  them  lave  word  at  Peppers  caftle  and  weel 
march  into  Waxford,  go  where  your  honour 
bids  us,  do  any  thing  atal  to  fite  for  your 
honors  and  weel  expert  to  hear  from  your 
honor  what  weel  do,  or  if  your  honor  will 
order  a fignal  to  be  made  with  a red  flag,  weel 
draw  up  and  march  as  good  as  any  fogers, 
and  as  far  as  one  or  two  thoughfand  good  flout 
boys  goes  weel  fite  for  your  honour'tothe  laft 
man  and  wecr  furc  all  the  Barneys  ill  do  the 
fame  if  you  will  give  them  leave.” 

‘‘  Signed  by  the  defire  of  all  the  pariflies 
“ in  the  Mackamores.” 

« O’BRIEN, 

“ WALSH  and 
^'‘Auguft  2^th,  1798.”  SULLIVAN.” 

Whether  they  were  really  loyal,  or  fought 
an  opportunity  of  joining  their  friends,  as  they 
called  the  French,  the  readers  may  judge,  but 
their  propbfal  was  not  accepted  of. 

H h 
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The  loyal  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Wexford,  of  every  defcription,  have  fnffered 
very  much  as  to  property,  by  the  rebellion, 
much  more  than  has  been  afcertained.  Go-  > 
vernmenc  has  been  fo  humane  as  to  take  into 
confideration  the  diftreffed  firuation  of  its  fuf- 
fering  loyalifts,  and  mean  to  compeufate  them 
for  their  Ioffes.  It  appears  from  alphabetical 
lifts  pnblifhed  by  order  of  government,  that 
the  claims  fent  in  at  different  times  prior  to  the 
6rh  of  April  1799,  amount  to  1 1,  341,  1,  7 ; 
and  there  are  many  who  have  put  in  no  claim 
whatever,  for  no  other  reafon,  than  not  wifli- 
ing  to  inconvenience  fo  generous  and  humane 
a government.  Exclufive  of  thefe,  the  fociety 
of  Friends,  (wdiofe  Ioffes  were  very  great,)  made 
no  application  for  compenfation,  as  there  was 
a fund  raifed  by  faid  fociety  for  that  purpofe. 
Many  families  who  before  the  rebellion,  were 
in  comfortable  fituatlons,  are  now  reduced  to 
icanty  means,  and  many  othefs,  of  another 
defcription,  who  were  in  abjcdl  want  at  its 
breaking  out,  are  now  in  affluent  circum-' 

_ fiances. 
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I (hall  conclude  by  laying  before  the  read- 
ers, an  exadl  copy  of  the  confeffion  of  James 
Beaghan,  who  was  executed  on  Vinegar-hill, 
on  Saturday,  the  24th  of  Auguft  1 799,  taken 
before  Chriftian  Wilfon,  Efq  ; high  iherifi  of 
the  county  of  Wexford,  and  John  Henry  Lyf- 
Cer,  Efq.  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  peace  for 
faid  county. 

I JAMES  BEAGHAN,  acknowledge  and 
confefs,  that  I am  guilty  of  the  crime  for  which 
I am  to  fuffer;  but  that  I did  not  commit  it 
from  ill-will  to  the  people  that  were  rnurdered, 
but  from  the  order  of  Luke  Byrne  ; J I could 
not  difobey  him— no  perfon  dare  refufe  to 
obey  the  orders  of  the  commanders.'  I am 

I / t I ^ » 

fure  that  any  perfon  in  command  could  fave 
the  lives  of  the  poor  ; every  man  that  was  a 
Proteftant  was  called  an  Orange-man,  and 
every  one  was  to  be  killed,  from  the  pooreft 
man  in  the  country.  Before  the  rebellion,  [ 
never  heard  there  was  any  hatred  between 
Roman-catholics  and  Proteftants,  they  always 
lived  peaceably  together.  I always  found, the. 

^ ^ 2 ■'  “ Proteftants 

$ A commander  of  the  rebels. 
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“ Protcflants  better  mafters  and  more  indulgent 
landlords  than  my  own  religion  ; during  the^ 
rebellion,  I never  faw  any  one  interfere  to 
prevent  murder,  but  one  Byrne,  who  faved  a 
man.  I think  all  that  were  prefent  were  as 
guilty  as  thofe  that  perpetrated  the  murders. 
It  w’-as  thinking  we  were  all  equally  guilty, 
that  prevented  me  from  flying  the  country^ 
The  women  w’^ere  numerous,  and  were  as  bad 
as  the  men.  The  rebels  treated  the  prifoners 
with  great  feverity,  very  different  from  the 
way  that  I have  been  ufed  in  goal.  They 
thought  it  no  more  a fin  to  kill  a Proteftant, 
than  a dog  ; had  it  not  been  that  they  were 
fo  foon  quaflied,  they  would  have  fought  with 
each  other  for  the  property  of  the  Proteftants. 
They  were  beginning  before  the  battle^  of 
Vinegar-hill.  Ever  fince  the  rebellion,  I never 
heard  one  of  the  rebels  exprefs  the  leaft  forrow 
for  what  was  done  ; on  the  contrary,  I have 
heard  them  fay,  they  w^erc  forry  that  whilft 
they  had  the  power  they  did  not  kill  more, 
and  that  there  were  not  half  enough  killed. 

I know  that  the  rebels  w^ere  determined  to  rife 
if  the  French  fhould  come  5 and  I believe  they 

did 
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did  not  give  up  half  their  arms.  There  are 
guns,  bayonets,  and  pikes  hid  in  the  country. 

“ § Now,  gentlemen,  remember  what  1 tell 
you,  if  you  and  the  Protertaiits  are  ever  in  the 
power  of  the  Catholics  again,  as  they  are  now- 
in  yours,  they  will  not  leave  one  of  you  alive  ; 
you  wilhall  go  fmack  fmooth — -even  them 
that  campaigned  with  them,  if  things  had 
gone  well  with  them,  would  in  the  end  have 
been  killed.  I have  heard  them  fay  fo  many 
times.” 

“ Taken  before  uSy  Augull  23^,  1 799. 

« CHRISTIAN  WILSON,  SHERIFF. 
H.  LYSTER;  justicje  p. 
his 

JAMES  txl  BEAGHAN, 

mark.  (A  Copy.) 

§ From  this  mark  Beaghan  fpoke  without  having  been 
a£ked  any  queftions,  and  fpoke  with  an  earneftnefs  and  in  a 
manner  that  (hewed  his  (Incerity. 
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an  account  of  the 


Author's  Captivity 

AMONG  THE 

REBELS, 

AND  HIS  MERCIFUL  DELIVERAl'ICE 

OUT  OF  THEIR 

HAND  S! 

ON  Tuefday  the  5th  of  June,  when  the 
army  was  evacuating  Arklow,  my  mother, 
brother,  and  fifter,  went  with  them,  refolving 
to  go  to  Dublin,  (my  mother  and  fifter  not  be- 
ing able  to  endure  the  hardfhips  they  were 
called  to  bear,  not  having  undreffed  for  I be- 
lieve ten  nights,  being  conftandy  kept  in  alarm, 
left  they  fhould  be  murdered  or  burned  in 
their  beds.)  I told  my  brother,  that  it  was 
much  imprelTed  on  my  mind  to  return  home, 

having 


24^ 

having  an  Inward  perfuafion  all  would  be  well 
with  me;  to  which  he  replied,  the  Lord  di- 
“ redl  you  fo  we  parted,  commending  each 
other  to  God.  On  my  return,  (being  1 2 miles 
from  home,)  as  I pafled  by  Hinch  church, 
between  Coolgreny  and  Gorey,  I entered  it  to 
view  the  deferted  tabernacle  of  the  Lord  ; and 
was  much  affedled  to  think  that  both  minifter 
and  people  were  obliged  to  fly  from  it.  The 
defolation  likewife,  which  I now  faw  holding 
its  melancholy  reign  through  the  country  as 
I pafled  along,  and  the  deftruclion  which 
feemed  to  be  brooding  over  the  land  in  gene- 
ral, had  fuch  a powerful  efFedl  upon  me,  that 
I could  not  refrain  from  weeping,  and  that 
abundantly.  I entreated  the  Lord,  not  to  de- 
fert  his  church  and  people  for  ever  ; but  to 
turn  their  captivity  as  the  ftreams  of  the  South, 
and  not  give  us  over  into  the  hands  of  cruel  and 
deceitful  men.  While  reading  the  Pfalms  for 
the  day  (5th  of  June)  my  foul  was  much  com-' 
forted;  and  I found  alfo  the  firft  book  of 
Samuel,  2d  chapter,  very  precious ; parti- 
cularly the  9th  and  lothverfes:  He  will 

keep  the  feet  of  his  faints,  and  the  wicked 

‘^fiiall 
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ftiall  be  filent  in  elarknefs^  for  by  ftreiigth 
ftiall  no  man  prevail.”  The  adverfaries  of 
the  Lord  Ihall  be  broken  to  pieces : out  of  hea^ 
ven  ftiall  he  thunder  upon  them  ; the  Lord 
fhall  judge  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  he  ftiall 
give  ftrength  unto  his  King^  and  exalt  the 
horn  of  his  anointed.” — I had  much  comfort 
alfo  in  reading  the  54th  of  Ifaiah  ; thus  after 
leaving  this  place,  my  mind  was  more  ftrength- 
ened  in  the  Lord.  This  was  the  day  on 
which  the  battle  of  Rofs  was  fought.  ' I then 
proceeded  as  if  for  Gorey,  when  four  or  five 
perfons  whom  I knew  not,  overtook  me,  and 
feeriied  as  if  they  would  bear  me  company 
thither.  I not  knowing  what  they  would  do 
with  me,  when  we  arrived  there,  was  refolved 
to  feparate  from  them  if  poffible  As  we 
drew  near  Gorey,  I faw  colonel  Ram’s  houfe 
at  Clonattin  burning,  and  the  fmoke  of  it 
went  up  like  the  fmoke  of  a furnace.  My 
feet  being  fore  with  walking,  I fat  down  as  if 
to  examine  them ; intending  that  they  ftiould 
go  on  without  me,  which  they  did.  Being 
"alone,  I arofe,  and  turned  to  the  left,  to  go 
home  another  way,  not  wiftiing  to  venture 
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into  Gorey  as  it  was  full  of  rebels.  Pafling  a 
little  cabin,  a man  with  a green  ribbon  round 
his  hat,  aflced  me  in  a menacing  voice,  “ who 
I was,  and  where  was  I going.”  I told  him 
without  any  referve,  and  afked  him  v/hat  way 
I fhoiild  go.  to  avoid  the  rebels  ; he  gave  me 
the  beft  advice  he  could,  it  was  well  meant, 
but  I did  not  like  to  follow  it.  Another 
neighbour  of  his  coming  up,  we  allced  his 
council : he  defired  me  to  ftay  at  his  houfe  till 
night,  when  I might  get  his  horfe  and  go 
home  with  fafety,  as  the  United-men  were  all 
to  be  in  camp  after  a certain  hour,  (I  believe 
g o’clock)  this  I approved  of,  and  could  not 
but  wonder  at  the  good  nature  of  two  ftrange 
men,  I never  faw  before ; but  when  night 
came  on,  I was  afraid  to  venture  as  there  were 
people  pafling  and  re-pafling  all  through  it. 
The  next  morning  I was  heartily  forry  I did 
not  go  to  Dublin  with  my  family ; but  now 
1 dare  not  venture,*  for  the  rebels  were  rifing 
in  every  part  of  the  country  ; and  I knew  I 
would  be  in  as  great  danger  of  being  fhot,  be- 
tween where  I was  and  Arklow,  as  between  it 
and  home.  Not  knowing  what  might  be  the 
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confequence  if  I ftaid  in  the  houfe,  I went  out, 
into  an  orchard  in  order  to  conceal  myfelf 
during  the  day,  being  determined  to  go  home 
, that  night,  let  the  confequence  be  as  it  would. 
When  I went  into  the  orchard,  I bowed  before 
the  Lord,  and  prayed  fervently  to  himtoblefs 
me,  to  keep  me  and  dlredl  me  for  the  bed. 
While  in  the  adf  of  fupplication,  it  was  warmly 
imprefled  on  my  mind  to  go  home  in  the  open 
day,  and  not  to  be  afraid  of  i]c^an  ; and  that  the 
greater  danger  God  fliould  bring  me  throug^i, 
the  greater  glory  would  jredound  to  his  own 
name.  Immediately  1 returned  to  thehonfe; 
and  told  them  my  intention,  and  after  praying 
with  the  family,  I fet  out  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  with  my  mind  fweedy  ftaid  upon  him. 
I pafled  thro’  many  of  the  rebels,  faw  a great 

number  of  Proteftants  houfes  burning  be- 

, * * ‘ • 

tween  me  and  home,  and  heard  many  fhots 
firing  round  the  country,  yc^hich  I luppofed 
to  be  levelled  at  the  poor  inhabitants,  who 
were  efcaping  from  the  flames.  I pafTed  on 
however,  without  meeting  any  oppofitipn, 
until  I got  within  three  miles  of  my  mother’s 
houfe  ; juft  then  a man  followed  me,  whom  I 
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knew  notj  and  called  out,  ‘‘  where  a're  you 
going  young  Taylor?”  ordering  me  to  flop. 
I obeyed,  and  rims  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
rebels.  This  was  on  Wednefday  the  6th  of 
June.  I was  then  taken  to  Gorey,  and  con- 
fined in  the  market-houfe ; at  night  the 
guards  that  were  placed  over  us,  tied  our 
arms  behind,  and  confined  us  to  certain  limits 
that  we  fhould  not  pafs.  The  fame  evening 
they  brought  in  another  prifoner,  whom  the 
mercilefs  wretches  fhot  next  morning  in  the 
fireet ; I faw  him  fall,  and  was  fhocked  at  the 
fight,  not  knowing  how  foon  it  would  be  my 
own  cafe  Next  day  we  had  liberty  to  walk 
the  room,  our  arms  being  untied. 

The  rebel  camp  was  about  half  a mile  from 
the  town,  on  an  eminence  which  commanded 
the  entire  country,  and  their  numbers  were 
cncreafing  every  day.  My  Papift  neighbours 
hearing  I was  in  confinement,  came  to  fee  me ; 
wifhed  me  a^fpeedy  deliverance  and  told  me 
how  to  procure  it ; namely,  to  be  baptized 
by  a prieft,  and  embrace  the  holy  Roman-ca- 
tholic faith,  (as  they  called  it,)  and  join  them' 
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in  arms  to  fight  for  the  caufe  of  liberty  ; many 
told  me  I would  be  fliot  if  I did  not  tarn  Pa- 
pift,  and  made  ufe  of  great  perfuafion  to  pre- 
vail upon  me ; I told  them  I was  obliged  tp , 
them,  and  doubted  not  but  it  was  good  nature 
induced  them  to  fpeak  as  they  did,  but  I was 
baptized  before,  and  had  no  reafon  to  condemn 
the  church  of  England  ; but  - if  they  could 
convince  me  of  its  errors,  I would  freely  re- 
nounce it,  and  until  then,  they  could  not  ex- 
pedl  me  to  turn  from  it ; to  others,  I faid,  it  re- 
quired a little  confideratlon,  thap  fuch  a thing 
Ihould  not  be  done  precipitately,  I now  found 
the  very  great  neceffity  of  applying  to  my 
moft  powerful  friend, — the  friend  of  sin- 
ners, for  ftrength  fufficient  to  ftand  in  the  evil 
day ; it  w^as  now  I began  tp  think  of  the  mar- 
tyrs of  old,  I prayed  for  their  faith,  their  .love, 
and  their  zeal ; I fought  the  Lord  for  all  their 
fortitude,  and  all  their  ftrength  under  the 
crofs  and  in  the  flames,  that  I might  be  enabled 
to  feal  the  teftimony  of  my  Redeemer  with  my 
blood ; and  1 blefs  his  holy  name,  I had  a di- 
vine refignation  to  his  heavenly  wdll,  and  for 
the  moft  part  of  the  time  enjoyed  peace  and  an 
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afTarance  of  his  favour.  While  prifoner  here, 
they  brought  in  a yeoman  of  the  Caftlecown 
cavalry,  whom  they  had  juft  taken,  and  with- 
out allowing  him  more  than  ten  minutes' to 
call  on  the  Lord,  fhojt  him  in  the  ftreet.  Mr. 
Perry  the  rebel  commander  of  Gorey  camp, 
would  give  him  no  longer  time  to  prepare  for 
eternity.  “The  mercies  of  the  wicked  are 
cruel.” 

A few  days  after  my  being  taken  to  Gorey, 
they  ftript  me  of  a fuit  of  black,  and  gave  me 
a foldier’s  old  jacket,  waiftcoat  and  finall- 
clothes ; they  alfo  took  from  me  my  hat, 
neck-cloth  and  ftioes ; and  thus  having  plun- 
dered me,  they  left  me  to  meditate  on  what  was 
likely  to  follov/.  Nor  indeed  was  it  I alone 
that  was  robbed,  for  all  the  prifoners  were 
ferved  the  fame  way.  Having  thus  ftripped 
us,  they  led  us  forth  to  the  camp  to  be  (hot. 
Providentially  two  days  prior  to  this,  B.  B. 
Harvey,  commander-in-chief  of  the  rebel 
forces  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  iffued  a pro- 
clamation from  Carrlgburne  camp,  one  of  the 
articles  of  which  was,  “ It  is  alfo  refolved,  that 
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‘‘  any  perfon  or  perfons  who  fhall  rake  upon 
him  or  them,  to  kill  or  murder  any  perfon  or 
pelfons,  burn  any  houfe,  or  commit  any 
plunder,  without  fpecial  written  orders  from 
the  commander-in-chief,  fhall  fuffer  death.’* 

Juft  as  we  were  ranged  on  our  knees,  and 
' our  executioners  in  their  appointed  places,  with 
V pikes  and  mufquets  to  put  us  all  to  death,  a 
man  came  into  the  camp  with  the  above  pro- 
clamation ; which  was  immediately  read,  and 
proved  the  means,  under  God  of  faving  our 
lives.  Neverthelefs  we  were  near  being  fa- 
crificed  by  thofe  blood-thirfty  men  ; being  fo 
enraged  with  difappointnient,  they  would 
hardly  let  us  return  to  our  prifon  alive.  Some 
they  ftabbed,  at  others  they  fired;  one  man 
received  five  wounds  from  a pike,  and  had 
three  ribs  broke  ; another  was  fhot  through  the 
ftioulder;  and  I being  arrayed  with  the  fol- 
dier’s  coat,  was  ftruck  fevtral  times,  and  re- 
ceived a ftab  in  the  back,  and  after  being 
thus  abufed  we  were  ordered  to  the  guard- 
houfe.  Blefled  be  God,  I can  fay,  that  thro’ 
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the  whole  of  this  trying  fcene,  my  mind  was 
given  up  to  him,  and  at  peace  with  all  man- 
kind. \ 

I cannot  afcertain  the  number  of  rebels  that 
were  in  camp  it  was  lo  great,  for  they  cover- 
ed many  acres  of  ground.  It  was  diftreffing 
to  fee  no  military  force  in  the  country  fnf- 
ficient  to  engage  them;  it  alfo  diftrefled  me  to 
fee  their  colours  flying,  and  to  hear  their 
drums,  trumpets  and  fifes  playing,  not  know- 
ing where  it  would  end. 

At  night  when  the  prifoners  were  about  to 
lie  down,  I alked  the  guards  would  they  givo 
me  leave  to  pray  with  them,  as  people  of  every 
perfuafion  fhould  pray  if  they  expedled  to  be 
faved,  to  which  they  complied  ; I then  prayed 
with  them  and  exhorted  them  to  keep  their 
hearts  engaged  with  God.  The  guards,  tho’ 
Papifts  were  affeded  and  feemed  much  attach- 
ed to  me,  nor  would  they  admit  me  to  fit 
among  the  prifoners  any  more,  but  made  me 
go  among  tHemfelves,  and  lent  in  a good  cha- 
rader  of  me  to  their  officers.  God  was  in- 
deed very  kind  to  me  here ; for  the  next  morn- 
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ing  they  cut  the  hair  off  the  prlfoncrs  heads, 
and  put  pitched  caps  on  them  all,  they. med- 
dled not  with  me  ; yea,  even  a minifter  of  the 
church  of  England,  who  was  alfo  a fellow-pri- 
foner,  they  ferved  the  fame  way.  On  Satur- 
day the  9th  of  June,  the  whole  body  of  the 
rebels  prepared  to  attack  Arklow  ; and  as  they 
marched  from  the  camp  thro’  the  town,  the 
guards  thruft  the  prifoners  half  out  of  the  win- 
dows, that  the  rebels  might  fee  their  heads 
fhorn  and  pitched  ; at  which  they  fhouted  fo 
loud,  that  it  feemed  to  pierce  the  very  Ikies. 

During  my  confinement,  many  and  great 
were  the  exercifes  of  my  mind  on  the  prefent 
times ; 1 was  frequently  afraid,  God  was 
going  to  let  the  wicked  loofe,  to  fweep  profeC- 
fors  of  religion  away,  becaufe  they  were  not 

glorifying  God  ; and  thefe  thoughts  occurred 
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the  oftner,  in  confequence  of  the  reports  of  the 
rebel  captains,  who  ftill  told  us  they  were 
every  where  vidlorious ; tho’  we  found  after- 
wards, they  met  with  great  defeats ; for  while 
prifoners  we  could  never  learn  the  truth.  But 
tho’  thefe  thoughts  occurred,  ftill  I believed 
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the  merciful  God  would  not  fuffer  his  praying 
' people  to  be  ciit  off  by  fuch  blafpheming, 
blood-thirfty  creauires.  In  the  midft  of  all,  I 
was  condantly  engaged  with  God  to  fupport 
me,  and  enable  me  to  adorn  the  gofpel  of  our 
Lord  Jefus ; to  blefs  our  gracious  fovereign,  and 
all  his  forces  both  by  land  and  fea— to  efta- 
blifli  his  throne  for  ever,  that  his  children, 
and  his  childrens  children  might  fway  the 
Britifli  fceptre  till  time  fhould  be  no  more, 
and  be  nurhng  fathers  to  the  Proteftant  reli- 
gion. I was  then  perfuaded,  and  am  ftill  of 
the  fame  opinion,  that  thefe  Iflands  ftiall  fee 
fuch  days  as  will  make  us  weep  with  Ibame 
at  all  the  mercies  of  the  Lord ; and  that  in  a 
very  few  years  there  will  be  fuch  an  increafe 
of  holinefs,  fuch  an  in-gathering  of  fouls,  as 
was  never  heard  of,  no  not  from  the  beginning 
of  time* 

Our  bed  in  this  place  was  only  a brufs  of 
draw,  and  that  bellowed  with  a very  contradl^ 
ed  hand  ; which,  notwithftanding  might  have 
afforded  fome  refrefhment,  only  that  it  was 
fwarming  with  vermin.  Our  food  alfo  was 
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yery  fcanty,  no  man  got  as  much  in  twenty.- 
four  hours,  as  would  fufEce  for  one  meal ; but 
this  I fay,  they  treated  me  with  more  attention 
than  the  reft  pf  the  prifoners. 

On  Wednefday  the  13th,  the  officers  came' 
to  the  guard-room  to  try  the  prifoners,  and 
any  they  got  good  characters  of,  were  received 
amongft  them ; but  fuch  as  were  fuppoled 
to  be  averfe  to  the  Catholics,  {as  they  called 
themfelves,)  or  were  thought  to  be  Orange- 
men, were  fent  to  Wexford,  and  confined  in 
the  goal.  When  my  trial  came  on,  I was  in  a 
fhort  time  acquitted,  and  placed  among  thofe 
that  were  to  goto  camp,  and  fight  againft  the 
government.  Oh  ! my  foul,  what  a confiiCl 
hadft  thou  here  1 Me  appointed  to  fight  againft 
that  King,  who  alw^ays  gave  us  liberty  of  con- 
ference; againft  that  King  whom  I,  and  tlie  chil- 
dren of  God’  fo  many  times  prayed  for  and  in 
whofe  profperity  my  heart  at  that  very  mo- 
ment exulted.  In  fhort,  to  fight  againft  my 
owm  confcience.  1 could  not  do  it,  arvd  there- 
fore refolved  to  choofe  imprifonnieut  or  cieath^ 
itfelf,  rather  than  be  guilty  of  fuch  a crime. 
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My  heart  was  now  much  engaged  with  God  for 
ftrength  to  (land  in  this  evil  day,  for  I faw  my 
life  was  at  ftake.  I then  confidered,  %vho  am 
1 afraid  of  ? is  it  of  man  who  is  as  grafs,  and 
muft  die  ? The  captain  paffing  by,  I alked 
him  what  would  be  the  fate  of  thqfe  prifon- 
ers  who  were  going  to  Wexford  ? his  anfwer 
was,  “ it  is  not  for  you  to  afk  queftions,”  and 
fwore  dreadfully  he  would  cut  my  head  off; 
I then  of  my  own  accord,  hepped  among  the 
prifoners  that  were  ordered  for  Wexford,  be- 
ing determined  to  go  to  goal,  let  the  confe- 
quence  be  what  it  vrould,  foqner  than  fight 
againft  the  Lord  and  his  anointed.  As 
I hepped  in  among  them,  I felt  the  divine  ap- 
probation of  God  ; I can  truly  fay,  I then 
knew  his  will  concerning  me,  and  was  exceed- 
ingly happy  in  my  mind,  though  I tnay  fay 
with  Paul,  “ I fought  with  hearts  after  the 
‘‘  manner  of  men.’’  But  it  was  the  Lord  that 
■upheld  me,  or  I fhould  have  ftarted  from  the 
Crofs. 

The  captain  that  tried  us,  when  he  found 
that  I had  deferred  his  fervice,  (as  he  called  it) 
was  very  angry,  and  ordered  me  to  be  pinion- 
ed. 
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ed.  The  reft  of  my  fellow  fufierers  being 
ferved  in  like  manner  and  bound  together,  two 
two,  we  were  marched  in  .proceflion  to  Ou- 
lart,  1 1 miles  dift^nt.  It  was  near  1 1 o’clock 
at  night  when  we  arrived  at  the  Inn,  and  were 
turned  into  an  out-houfe  like  a flock  of 
fheep ; where  a little  ftraw  was  fpread  on  the 
floor  for  us  to  lie  on,  Tho’  very  weary,  we 
could  not  enjoy  much  reft,  our  arms  being 
pinioned  all  night.  I reclined  my  head  againfl: 
.the  wall,  and  fiept  a little,  for  indeed  both  body 
and  foul  were  weary.  Never thelefs,  the 
feebleft  flanae  that  burned  on  the  altar  of  my 
heart,  afcended  as  incenfe  for  the  King  and 
the  children  of  God.  It  may  not  be  aniifs, 
perhaps,  to  defcribe  my  drefs  and  tituacion. 
I had  on  a foldier’s  worn  out  coat,  a veft  and 
breeches  by  much  too  little,  torn  and  ragged, 
a boot  flipper  on  one  foot,  and  a brogue  flip- 
per on  the  other;  my  feet  of  courle  were 
weary  to  the  laft  degree.  Being  likewile  ba- 
thed in  fweat,  without  a neck-cloth  and  lying 
in  an  out-houfe  with  the  night  air  coining  in 
on  us, 'rendered  my  fituation  dangerous  as  well 
as  difagreeable.  In  the  morning  I \vas  worfe, 
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being  almoft  congealed,  the  very  blood  in  my 
veins  was  chilled,  my  ftrength  exhaufted,  and 
my  fortitude  beginning  to  fail. 

At  funrife  we  were  ordered  out  to  be  tied 
together,  and  to  proceed  on  to  Wexford  ; this 
was  diftrefling  to  me  indeed,  worn  out  with 
hunger  and  fatigue,  and  unable  to  run  away, 
had  I even  the  opportunity.  Thus  pinioned 
and  coupled  as  before,  we  were  ordered  for- 
ward, having  ftill  lo  miles  to  go.  There 
were  19  of  us,  befides  two  oiEcers  of  the  An- 
trim militia,  who  had  been  taken  prifoners  at 
the  battle  of  Tubberneereen, . on  the  4th  inft. 
thefe  however,  were  permitted  to  travel  on 
horfeback.  When  we  had  got  about  4 miles, 
we  were  ordered  to  halt  at  the  houfe  of  Ed- 
ward Fitzgerald  (a  rebel  commander)  to  get 
fomething  to  eat.  A little  food  was  now  very 
acceptable,  not  having  taken  any  nourilbment 
from  breakfaft  time  the  preceding  day.  I was 
here  favoured  with  a piece  of  barley  bread, 

- but  the  reft  of  the  prifoners  got  ftir-a-bout 
and  the  v^wft  of  fmall  beer.  Elavlng  a little 
refreffiecl  ourfelves,  we  fet  out,  and  arrived 
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in  Wexford  about  1 1 o’clock ; all  the  windows 
were  adorned  with  green ; and  the  rebels 
triumphed  over  us,  as  though  they  had  taken  a 
great  fpoil. 

On  our  entering  the  prifon,  the  goaler  took 
down  our  names,  and  then  we  were  conduc- 
ed into  the  back-yard.  Here  I waihed  my 
feet  at  the  pump,  which  afforded  me  fome  re- 
lief ; after  which  I lay  down  before  the  fun  to 
take  a little  reft.  I had  not  been  long  thus, 
when  a gentleman  who  knew  me,  and  was 
alfo  a prifoner,  brought  me  to  his  cell,  and 
gave  me  part  of  his  dinner,  which  I thought 
the  fweereft  I had  ever  tafted.  Another  in  the  ' 
evening,  gave  me  fliare  of  his  ; thus  the  Lord 
dealt  kindly  with  me. 

The^goal  is  a very  ftrong  building ; and  I 
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believe  it  never  had  fuch  a number  of  inno*^ 
cent  inhabitants  before.  No  perfon  was  con- 
fined here  but  Proteftants  ! and  their  religion 
alone  was  their  crime  1 There  were  men  of 
very  genteel  circumftances  fhut  up  in  this 
prifon  ; the  rebels  at  the  fame  time  doing  what 
they  pleafed  with  their  property.  Here  it  v;as, 
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1 had  the  hardeil  trial  of  all ; being  forty-eight 
hours  without  eating  any  thing,  fave  potatoes 
and  water — my  bed  at  night  was  the  floor. 
The  prifon  at  length  became  fo  crouded,  that 
the  rebel  committee,  otherwife  the  ‘‘  commit- 
‘‘  tee  of  public  fafety,”  thought  it  expedient 
that  fome  of  us  Ihould  be  fent  to  the  market- 
houfe  ; for  as  the  weather  was  intenfely  warm, 
they  were  afraid  it  would  breed  an  infeclion. 
Some  may  conclude  from  this,  that  they  did 
not  wifh  the  death  of  the  prifoners  ; in  anfwer 
to  which,  I fhall  declare  what  I heard  one  of 
their  captains  fay,  That  it  was  their  intention 
“ to  keep  us  fafe  till  they  fhould  fee  the  event 
of  the  war ; for  if  victory  declared  in  favour 
“ of  the  King’s  forces,  they  might  hope  for 
pardon  if  our  lives  w'ere  fpared,  but  on 
the  other  hand,  if  they  fliould  put  us  to  death, 
they  could  expect  no  mercy  for  themfelves.” 
Many  of  my  fellow  prifoners  who  were  ap- 
pointed for  the  market-houfe,  were  making 
application  to  the  members  of  the  committee, 
to  be  left  in  goal  ; for  the  lower  order  of  the 
people  were  fo  biood-thirfty,  that  they  could 
hardly  be  kept  by  their  leaders  from  burfting 
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into  the  piifon,  and  inurdering  all  the  prifon- 
ers,  who  indeed  looked  upon  their  fate  as  In- 
evitable. It  was  truly  (hocking,  to  hear  their 
tumultuous  noife  at  the  prifon  door,  when 
ttriving  to  force  their  way  in.  Was  not  this  a 
time  to  look  for  a hiding  place  in  the  Son  of 
Man  ? The  goal  being  much  ftronger  than  the 
market-houfe  the  prifoners  would  much  rather 
have  (laid  in  it,  than  be  removed,  but  in  this 
they  could  not  be  indulged,  for  fome  muft  go. 
Any  perfon  wifliing  to  (lay  fhould  make  ap- 
plication to  William  Kearney,  who  fuperin- 
tended  the  former  place  of  confinement.  I was 
appointed  with  47  others,  to  go  to  the  market- 
houfe,  for  I did  not  feek  to  ftay,  knowing  it 
could  not  be  worfe  wich  me  ; and  as  for  my 
life,  1 faw  it  was  in  the  Lord’s  hands,  and  that 
not  a hair  could  fall  without  his  permiffion* 
So  we  were  brought  to  the  market-houfe,  and 
a guard  placed  over  us.  While  here  I had 
fuch  agonizings  of  mind,  for  the  future  prof- 
perity  of  Zion  as  I never  felt  before. 

" We  were  now  allowed  plenty  of  ftraw  to 
lie  on,  and  were  better  ferved  with  provifions 
L 1 than 
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than  in  Gorey  or  in  the  goal.  At  nigh 
when  my  fellow  prifoners  were  preparing  for 
fleep,  I afked  them  to  kneel  down  that  I might 
pray  with  them  ; the  guards  on  hearing  this 
were  fo  enraged,  that  they  fwbre  they  would 
fend  a brace  of  balls  through  me,  if  1 attempted 
it  again.  This  menace  fo  intimidated  the  prifon- 
ers, that  they  could  fcarcely  be  prevailed  upon 
to  join  in  prayer  for  fome  time.  Neverthelefs, 
they  had  my  blent  breathings.  In  the  morn- 
ing one  man  laid  to  me,  “ if  your  tongue  had 
‘‘  been  between  my  teeth  laft  night,,  I would 
have  bit  it  oft'.”  I allied  him  why  ? he 
replied,  “ you  are  going  the  way  to  have  us 
‘‘  all  murdered.”  No,  faid  but  I am  going 
the  way  to  have  you  all  preferved,  “ For  now 
is  the  time  to  cry  to  the  ftrong  for  ftrength.” 
We  were  iK)w  given  to  underftand  that  ail  the 
people  in  Wexford,  and  its  vicinity  had  turn- 
ed Papifts,-  and  that  if  we  did  not  follow  their 
example,  there  was  no  probability  of  our  ef- 
caping  death.  In  the  evening  one  of  the 
guards  coming  to  the  door,  ordered  out  the 
i^ethodift  preacher,  (as  he  called  me,)  I in- 
ftantly  came  out,  (not  indeed  wdehout  appre- 
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henfions,)  and  enquired  his  bufinefs  with  me  ; 
he  then  told  me  he  wanted  to  know  what  fort 
of  doflrine  we  preached — I fpoke  as  plain  to 
his  underftanding  as  I could,  and  explained  re- 
pentance and  remiffion  of  fins,  and  the  impof- 
fibility  of  entering  Ifeaven  without  it.  We 
were  now  joined  by  many  of  the  guard,  who 
wifhed  to  know  if  I would  turn  Roman-catho- 
lic. I told  them  not,  for  I knew  too  well  the 
liberty  wherewith  Chrifl:  had  made  me  free, 
and  was  refolved  to  ftand  fall  in  it ; and  that 
if  they  were  now  going  to  take  me  to  the 
mouth  of  the  cannon  for  the  truth,  I would 
feal  the  teftimony  of  my  Redeemer  with  my 
blood,  for  thro’  his  grace,  I would  not  deny 
him  that  never  denyed  me.  I fald  much  more, 
and  I blefs  God  for  the  flrength  he  gave  me 
at  a time  when  they  called  nie  out  to  kill  me, 
which  would  have  been  the  cafe,  had  not  the 
Lord  inclined  the  heart  of  the  man  who 
ordered  me  out,  to  afk  me  feveral  quefi- 
tions  of  this  kind  before  he  would  take  me 
down  flairs  for  the  purpofe  of  (hooting  me. 
Juft  as  I was  concluding,  the  officer  of  the 
guard  came  up.  It  appeared  to  me,  he  thought 
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his  men  were  engaged  in  a friendly  conver- 
fatlon  with  me,  for  he  appeared  very  angry, 
and  afKed  how  dare  they  prefome  to  converfe 
with  any  of  the  pri Toners  ; I was  then  order- 
ed in,  and  thus  by  the  mercy  of  God  efcaped 
death  this  time  alfo.  Great  were  the  trials  of 
faith  I had  of  this  nature~Oh  ! how  good  is 
the  Lord  I 

On  the  19th  and  20th  days  of  the  month,  I 
thought  deliverance  near,  (notwithftanding  I 
heard  they  were  endeavouring  to  come  and 
murder  us  in  the  night,)  fo  I picked  with  a 
pin  on  the  walls  of  my  prifon,  on  the  door  and 
window  cafes  “ Salvation,”  and  “ Salvation, 

oh  ! the  joyful  found  ! 19th  of  June,  1798,” 
and  every  time  I caft  my  eye  upon  it,  it  af- 
forded me  real  confolation. 

On  Wednefday  evening,  June  the  20th,  we 
faw  a great  croud  of  the  rebels  coming  up 
to  the  market-houfe  : we  all  thought  there  was 
danger  near  then  indeed,  every  one  made  ufe 
of  the  laft  fhift,  namely  prayer,  even  the  very 
men  that  were  afraid  to  let  me  pray  with 
them,  now  felt  the  neceflity  of  praying  for 

themfelves, 
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themfelves,  and  no  doubt  were  forry  enough 
that  they  had  not  prayed  more  all  their  lives.  . 
Fearing  I fhouldbe  taken  for  a military  man, 
(as  in  that  cafe  death  was  certain,)  t took  the 
foldier’s  coat  they  gave  me  at  Gorey,  hid  it 
under  the  ftraw,  and  putting  on  a furtout  which 
a friend  lent  me  while  in  goal,  I knelt  down 
to  pray  to  God  for  affiftance,  being  refolved, 
not  to  look  behind  me,  nor  ftir  for  all  their 
calling,  till  they  fhould  come  to  me  and  fig- 
nify  it  was  me  they  meant,  and  then  to  go 
without  hefitating.  While  thus  engaged  with 
the  Lord  they  came  in,  and  took  away  for 
the  flaughter  1 4 of  my  fellow  prifonefs.  Af- 
ter they  went  out,  we  enquired  of  the  guards 
what  they  were  going  to  do  with  them ; they 
told  us  “ to  try  them,” — others  faid  “ to  take 
‘‘  them  to  camp.”  Then  they  came  back  and 
took  10  more;  while  they  were  butchering 
thefe,  a woman  came  in  crying,  and  told  us 
that  they  had  taken  feveral  prifoners  out  of 
the  goal,  piked  them  on  the  bridge  and  threw” 
their  bodies  into  the  river ; that  they  were 
now  torturing  thofe  taken  from  among  us, 
and  that  we  were  all  to  be  murdered  in  like 
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manner.  Nowindeed  we  faw  what  was  be- 
fore expeded  ; I endeavoured  to  imprefs  on 
their  minds  the  necefTity  of  making  good  ufe 
.of  the  little  time  they  had.  I then  [)raved  ear- 
neftly  with  them,  and  all  feemed  refigned  to 
the  will  of  God.  They  foon  came  back  again. 
I was  filled  with  a kind  of  indignation  which 
I cannot  deferibe,  (but  not  anger,)  and  told 
the  guards  that  the  blood  of  the  innocent 
would  cry  to  Heaven’s  eternal  throne  for  ven- 
geance, and  ^ that  the  Lord  would  furely 
fcourge  them  v/ith  the  rod  of  his  wrath,  and 
make  them  as  a monument  of  vengeance,  and 
a proverb  to  the  generations  yet  unborn.  They 
inftantly  withdrew.  1 believe  convidlon  of 
their  guik  fmote  them.  The  executioners 
then  came  in  and  took  out  l8  more!  I being 
one  of  the  number,  a young  man  laid  his  hand 
on  my  fhoulder,  and  defired  me  to  come  along 
with  them  ; I obeyed,  but  before  they  took 
us  out,  I reafoned  with  them  ftrongly  on  the 
inhumanity  and  wickednefs  of  murdering 
harmlefs  men  in  cool  blood,  merely  becaufe 
they  \vere  not  of  their  perfuafion.  It  was  all 
to  no  purpofe,  we  were  led  out,  and  marched 
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to  the  bridge,  two  and  two,  guards  before  and  , 
behind,  and  on  each  fide.  They  were  teafing 
us  on  the  way  to  blefs  ourfelves — they  would 
fhout  thro’  the  ftreets  as  we  pafTed  on,  why 
“ dont  you  fay  your  prayers  ; blefs  yourfelves 
before  the  Devil  gets  you — you  will  be  in 
‘‘  Hell’s  flames  in  a fev/  minutes.”  One  of 
them  came  to  me,  and  afked  me  “ can  you 
blefs  yourfelf  ?”  I replied  not,  but  I can  pray 
to  God  to  blefs  me,  and  you  can  do  no  more. 
Some  of  the  prifoners  alked  for  the  clergy- 
man, as  they  wifhed  to  fee  him  before  they 
died;  they  guards  told  them  they  fhould  get 
him.  I not  thinking  they  meant  the  prieft, 
and  reeolle6ling  that  there  was  an  Engiifli 
clergyman  in  goal,  a Mr.  VVilfon,  and  wiihing 
to  receive  the  facrament,  told  them  I would 
wlih  to  get  the  mlnifter  alfo.  Hereon  fevcral 
of  them  fhouted  out,  “ oh  1 boys  here  is  Tay- 
“ lor  the  preacher  from  Bailycanow  w^nts  a 
“ minifler.  Pike  him,  pike  him,  at  any  rate,” 
was  inftantly  the  cry.  They  would  hardly 
let  me  go  to  the  bridge,  they  fo  thirfled  for  my 
blood.  When  we  arrived  there,  we  kneeled 
dowm  to  commend. our  fouls  to  God  ; they 
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piked  6 in  the  moft  horrid,  mariner,  and 
threw  them  over  the  bridge.  One  man  in 
his  torture  jumped  into  the  river,  where  they 
fhot  him.  While  thefe  were  torturing,  I 
thought  I wuold  furely  be  one  of  the  next,  as 
there  was  only  between  me  and  death, 
v;hen  the  Lord  appeared  in  our  behalf,  by 
fending  Mr.  Corrin,  parifli  pried  of  Wexford,; 
to  refcue  us.  When  he  came  to  the  place  of 
execution,  he  exclaimed,  “ oh  ! what  is  it  you 
are  doing,  defift;  from  fhedding  innocent 
blood,  there  has  been  too  much  of  that  al- 
ready : you  have  loft  your  caufe,-  and  for 
**  God’s  fake  fried  no  more.”  On  which  thefe 
inhuman  monfters  exclaimed,  “ They  are  ajl 
‘‘  bloody  Orange  men,  we  will  pike  them,  for 
‘‘  this  is  the  way  they  would  ferve  us,  if  they 
“ had  us  in  their  power.”  Mr.  Corrin  then 
took  off  his  hat,  and  entreated  them  to  defift, 
but  in  vain.  I thought  he  would  not  be  able 
to  prevail.  When  he  faw  their  determination, 
he  requefted  them  to  kneel  down,  and  pray 
for  the  fouls  of  the  poor  prifoners,  before  they 
would  kill  any  more  of  them  5 they  obeyed, 
and  when  he  had  got  them  in  the  attitude  of 
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devotion,  now  faid  he,  ‘‘  Pray  that  the  Lord 
‘‘  Jefus,  may  give  you  to  feel  that  mercy  for 
them,  which  you  expe6l  from  him,  in  the 
“ hour  of  death,  and  in  the  day  of  Judgment.” 
They  at  length  confented  to  fpare  us  a while 
longer.  He  then  led  us  away,  and  as  he  was 
coming  by  me,  I ftood  up  and  kifled  his  hand, 
faying,  ‘‘  Bleffed  are  the  merciful  for  they 
fhall  obtain  mercy.”  On  our  return  we 
met  that  tyrannical  rebel,  Thomas  Dixon,  who 
anxioufly,  defired  to  know  why  we  were 
brought  back  ? Mr.  Corrin  told  him,  he  had 
begged  us  off  for  the  prefent.  Dixon  was 
very  much  difpleafed  with  Mr.  Corrin,  and  in- 
timated that  he  would  yet  have  fatisfadlion  of 
us  every  man. 

In  this  critical  jundlure,  as  our  church  moft 
beautifully  defcribes,  “ The  peace  of  God 
which  pafTeth  all  underftanding,”  kept  m^ 
heart  and  mind  in  the  love  and  knowledge  of 
God,  and  the  bleffing  of  God  Almighty,  the 
Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  was’ 
with  me  of  a truth.  I thought  long  be-^- 


‘r,  r 


M m 


fore 


2J2 


fore  this  I fhooid  hear  the  Harpers  harping 
with  their  Harps,  and  fee  the  face  of  him 
whom  my  foul  loveth,  without  a veil  be- 
tween; bi  t my  warfare  in  this  vale  of  tears  rs 
not  yet  over,  rheietore  I need  the  prayers  of 
the  children  of  God,  to  keep  me  without  fpot 
or  blemilh  againft  the  appearing  of  the  Son  O'f 
Man. 

When  we  v(rere  brought  back,  I wept  from 
the  fuluefs  of  my  heart,  and  prayed  for  thenl 
Dot^'ithftanding  their  thirfting  after  my  blood. 
The  Lord  was  my  deliverer  ; blit  the  poor- 
old  Ilian  that  could  have  bit  my  tongue  off, 
was  fhot  onthe  bridge,  the  memorable  20th  of 
June.  Out  of  the  48  of  us  that  in  th<b 
inai ket-houfe,  only  18  were  left;  and  as  they 
did  dot  think  it  worth  while  to  keep  ai  guard 
over  fo  few,  they  brought  us  back  to  the  goal ; 
but  took  the  greateft  care  to  have  the  door  and 
yard  well  fecured.  I paffed  a very  reftlefs 
night,  till  at  the  dawn  of . day,  when  to  my 
furprife,  I felt  the  floor  and  foundation  of  the 
prifon  ihake  ; ftarting  up  to  know  what  it 
could  be,  I heard  the  roaring  of  cannon.  I 
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concluded  there  mud  bean  engagement,  and 
knowing  that  the  rebels  had  many  field- pieces, 
I was  greatly  afraid  it  was  only  a few  foldiers 
who  had  come  from  Rofs,  or  elfewhere  to  en- 
gage them  ; and  that  they  would  be  driven 
back  by  the  infinitely  faperior  number  of  tne 
enemy.  The  doors  being  locked  and  bolted, 
I could  not  get  as  I defired  to  one  of  the  upper 
cells,  where  a few  religious  friends  were  con- 
fined, that  we  might  wreftle  with  the  Lord 
in  prayer  for  the  fuccefs  of  his  Majefiy’s  arms. 
But  tho’  I could  not  get  among  them,  I ptayed 
by  myfelf,  while  thole  that  were  in  .the, cell 
with, me,  were  fait  a fleep,  I afterwards  heard 
that  my  friends  in  the  upper  cell,  on  hearing 
the  cannon,  betook  themfeives  to  prayer  alfo 
for  a blcffing  on  his  Majelty's  arms.  Our 
lives  vyere  now  in  joep^rdy  every  moment,  for 
all  the  town  w^as  in  the  greateft  confufion,  and 
many  of  the  moll  blood- thirlly,  wanted  to 
murder  us  (before  the  arrival  of  the  arm))  for 
their  various  defeats ; but  tho’  they  raged, 
God  fat  above  the  watfr-flopdsj  and  confound- 
ed their  devices. 
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I cannot  defciibe  the  feelings  of  my  foul, 
when  news  came  in  that  the  rebels  had  re- 
treated, that  the  King’s  army  were  coming  in- 
to town,  and  that  the  Englifh  colours  were 
hoifted  at  the  quay.  I could  not  paint  the 
tranfports  of  the  people  that  were  liberated. 
There  w^ere  the  mo(l  delightful  fcenes,  and  the 
moft  feeling  I ever  faw — young  women  coming 
into  prifon,  embracing  their  fathers,  brothers, 
friends,  and  all  weeping  together  for  joy.  It 
could  not  but  affedl  me — it  appeared  to  be  fo 
folemn  a time,  fo  facred,  and  fo  acceptable  in 
the  fight  of  the  Lord. 

About  five  in  the  evening,  I believe  the  ar- 
my came  in,  opened  our  prifon  doors,  and  fet 
us  free.  Now  we  tafted  the  fweets  of  freedom, 
and  we  gave  them  a hearty  cheer  ; then  went 
to  the  houfe,  of  Mr.  William  Gurley,  where 
a few  of  the  moft  ferious  in  town,  aflembled 
and  fung ; 

I 

ril  praife  my  Maker  while  I’ve  breath. 

And  when  my  voice  is  loft  in  death, 

Praife  fhall  employ  my  nobler  powers, 
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My  days  of  praife  iliall  ne’er  be  paft, 

■ • ' ■ While 


1 


While  life  and  thought,  and  being  laft. 

Or  immortality  endures. 

- 1 ' 

2 

Happy  the  man  whofe  hopes  rely. 

On  Ifrael’s  God,  he  made  the  fky,  .. 
And  earth  and  feas  with  all  their  train: 
His  truth  for  ever  ftands  fecure, 

He  faves  the  opprefs’d,  he  feeds  the  poor. 
And  none  fhaU  find  his  prqmife  vain. 

3 

The  Lord  pours  eye-fight  on  the  blind, 
The  Lord  fupports  the  fainting  mind, . 
And  fends  the  labouring  confcience  peace 
He  helps  the  ftrangec  in  diftrefs. 

The  widqw  and  the  fatherlefs. 

And  grants  the  prifoner  fweet  releafe. 

4 

ril  praife  him  while  he  lends  me  breath, 
And  when  my  voice  is  loft  in  death, 
Praife  fhall  employ  my  nobler  powers : 
My  days  of  praife  Aall  ne’er  be  paft, 
While  life,  or  thought,  or  being  laft, 

Or  immortality  endures. 


We  then  kneeled  down  and  returned  thanks 
for  our  delivery,  and  afterwards  we  went  out 
about  the  town.  I and  two  more  by  Lord 
Kingfborough’s  diredllons,  took  up  all  the 
arms,  guns,  fwords,  piftols,  bayonets  and  pikes, 
in  the  Southward  of  the  town  i whilft  his 
Lordfhip  fent  others  to  the  North,  Eafl  and 
Weftwards  to  bring  in  the  reft  ; and  the  next 
morning,  we  got  many  pikes,  the  handles  of 
which  we  broke  and  burned 

Thus  by  the  blefling  of  God  our  delivery 
was  wrought  and  obtained  on  the  2lft  of  June 
1 798.  On  Sunday  the  24th,  I went  to  church, 
and  once  more  offered  my  praifes  in  the  fanc- 
tuary  of  the  moft  High ; the  morning  prayer 
and  the  Pfalms  were  very  applicable  to  the 
time,  the  congregation  wept  much  before  the 
Lord  our  God,  in  gratitude  for  their  return  to 
his  houfe,  from  which  they  had  been  exiled 
three  weeks  and  three  days. 

Now,.  Oh  ! Lord  God  moft  holy.  Oh  ! God 
moft  mighty,  moft  gracious  and  merciful  Fa- 
ther, let  thy  divine  bleffing  reft  on  thefe  na- 
tions—let  thy  word  run  and  be-  glorified 
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mongrt  us,,  and  make  us  a church  and  peo 
le  whoiii  thou  wilt  delight  to  blels.  Blcfs  all 
reat  men  and  make  them  good  men;  and  all 
oor  men,  and  make  them  holy.  Make  us  all 

f 

lithful  fubjedls  to  our  King,  and  he  and  us 
iiithful  unto  thee,  and  bring  good  out  of  this 
vil  for  Jcfus  fake.  AMEN. ' '•> 

, I ■ Dublin^ 

' 6/>6  of  July  1798, 
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GEORGE  TAYLOR. 


errata. 

Page  1 6,  line  20,  for  grave,  read,  earth. 

— 40,  line  14,  for  Cormic,  read,  Cornock. 

— 4^,  lines  8 and  9,  for  Tinehaly,  read,  Wingfield. 

—67,  lines  20  and  21,  the  rebels  were  drove  out  of  that 
town,  &c. 

—69,  read,  the  rebels  were  in  that  town,  and  the  body 
fecmed  deftined  for  Gorey. 

< — line  21,  operate  againft  Gorey.  omit  the  period, 
//  place  it  Monday  morning,  next  line. 

Major  Vefey,  County  Dublin  milnia,  read, 
Major  Vandeleur,  Clare  militia. 

—95,  In  the  names  of  perfons  burned  in  ScoUabogue  barn, 
for  Rurk,  read,  Rooke,  and  add  the  name  of  HollatvL. 
Finley.  ^ 

— 106,  line  21,  for  Carrigburne,  read,  Slieve  Quilter. 

—122,  line  17,  for  Atkinfon,  read,  Atkins. 

— 123,  line  6,  for  Kilmuckbridge,  read,  Kilmuckridge. 

— 125,  line  7,  for  48,  read,  21. 

— 135,  In  the  29th  Article  of  the  Popifh  faith,  dd 
Confirmation. 

—138,  line  xg,  for  500,  read,  350. 

— 142,  line  27,  for  Oulard,  read,  Oulardards. 

— 144,  line  15,  for  Hendrick,  read,  Kendrick. 

— 158,  line  /],  omit  the  words,  and  Glengarry. 

— 168,  line  19,  for,  until  he  arrived  at  the  convent,  rad, 
riding  towards  the  convent. 

— -171  for  Jofeph  Hendrick,  read,  John  Kendrick. 

■—180,  line  5,  fcr  Killine,  read,  Klllinic. 

' — ib.  lines  6 and  7,  for  where  they  encamped  and  pfled 
the  bridge  towards  Kilmuckridge  next  morning,  :ead, 
where  they  encamped  that  night,  early  the  next  norn* 
ing  went  to  the  borders  of  the  County  Kilkenny,  ^erry 
and  his  men  fled  over  the  bridge  towards  Kilmucidge. 
ib.  lines  2 and  3,  for  leaving  37  of  their  little  com- 
pany behind  them  who  fell  in  the  action,  real,  and 
were  purfued  ; the  following  with  fix  othen  were 
flaughtcred  by  the  way. 
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Reoelhonm  the  County  of  Kildare,  King., 

County  and  County  of  Wexford,  efpecially 
of  the  dreadful  Battle  of  RnTc  i ^ 

rf.Mi7r>  .T  r ^ dedicated  to 

general  JOHNSON.-PWce  .s,  8dh. 

th‘r  n7r  attempting 

he  L FE  of  HIS  MAJESTY,  at  Drury! 
lane  Theatre— Price  6dh.  ^ 

Sufferings  and  Prow, 
dent, al  E, cape  of  Charles  Jackfon,  Hte  re- 
Cdem  of  Wexford-Price  6dh. 

VIE  Memoirs  of  F.  Dobbs  Fr 

C . ^OBBS,  tin.  With  his 

Speeches  in  Parliament,  and  his  Poem 

fbe  Miilenniutr,— Price  is,  id. 
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- IRISH  T 

■SIR  .BA]^INGT6n.  t 

Challenges  any  .country  to  show  such  assemblage 
lant  jMchczotand  offio^al  antagonists,  at  lire  ai^ji  sworJ,  jjs  is 
exhibited  even  in  the  following  List  :” — 

The  L&E^d  Chancellor  of  Ireland  (Earl  Clare)  fought  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  (Curran). 

The  Chief  Justice  of  the  King’s  Bench,  Lord  Clonmell, 
fought  Lord  Tyrawiey  (a  Privy  Councillor),  Lord  LandalF, 
and  ^ o others. 

The  Judge  of  the  County  of  Dublin,  fought  Roger  Barrett, 
and  three  others. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  Right  Hon.  Isaac 
j Corry,  fought  the  Right  Hon.  Heary  Grattan,  a Privy 
Councillor,  and  another. 

A Baron  of  tlie  Exchequer,  Baron  Medge,  fought  his 
' brotbec-in  law  and  two  others. 

The  Chief  Justice  C.  P.,  Lord  Norbury,  fought  Fire- 
eate^  Fitzgerald,  and  two  other  gentlemen,  and  frightened 
Napper  Tandy  and  several  besides  : one  hit  only. 

The  Judge  of  the  Prerogative  Court,  Doctor  Duigenan^ 
fought  one  Barrister  and  frightened  ansther  on  the  ground. 

— N.B.  The  latter  case  a curious  one. 

The  Chief  Counsel  to  the  Revenue,  Kenry  Deane  Grady, 
fought  Counsellor  O’ Mahon,  Counsellor  Campbell  and  others; 
all  hits. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  fought  Lord  Buckinghamshire,  the  . 
Chief  Secretary,  &c. 

The  Provost  of  the  University  of  Dublin,  the  Right  Ho- 
nourable Hely  Hutchinson,  fought  Illlr,  Doyle,  Master  in 
Chancery  (they  went  to  the  plains  of  Minden  to  fight),  and 
some  others. 

The  Chief  Justice,  C.P.  Patterson,  fought  three  country 
gentlemen,  one  of  them  with  swords,  another  with  guns,  and 
w'ounded  all  of  them. 

Tha  Right  Honourable  George  Ogle,  a Privy  Conncilloy 
fought  Barney  Coyle,  a distiller,  because  be  was  a Papist,— 
They  fired  eight  shots,  and  no  hit ; but  the  second  broke  his 
own  arm. 

Thomas  Wall.^ji,  K.  C.  fought  the  Orange  Chieftain  ; 
fatal  to  the  Champion  of  Protestant  ascendancy. 

The  Collector  of  the  Customs  of  Dublin,  the  Honourable 
; Francis  Hutchinson,  fought  the  Right  Honourable  X.ord 
^Lord  Moimtmorris. 

Twen.^ndred  and  twenty-seven  memorable  and  o6ki«$ 
duels  have  actually  been  fought  during  my  grand  climactris.,- 
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